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SPECIAL OFFER 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



^081 -744-1 834 
^081-744-2354 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm 

Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th FEBRUARY 1991 



• Amsoft CF2 (10) £17.95 (30) £51.95 

• Maxell CF2 (10) £17.95 (30) £51.95 

• AMX Mouse + Micro Design II £79.95 

(complete package with mouse, interface, DTP software) 

• Locoscript PC version £85.95 

• Locoscript PC + Locolink £101.95 

• PCW 9512 Carbon M/S Ribbon 

£2.70 (1+) £2.60 (3+) £2.50 (10+) £2.40(30+) 

• Dust Cover 8256/851 2//951 2 (3pcs set) £8.50 

• The Pawn 

• Guild of Thieves 

• Fish 

• Corruption 

• Jinxter 



E1 7.95 each 

(£50.50 

for any 3) 



CF2-3 DISKS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



10 0« 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided lor Single Drive £17.95 . 

Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) - £20.50 . 

Amsoll CF2 - Double Sided lor Single Drive £17.95 .. 

Maxell CF2-D DS/DD lor 8512 & 9512 £20.50 

1 off 

Amslrad 3" Slorage Box (10 Cap.) £5.95 ... 

Lockable Slorage Box (20 Cap) £7.95... 

Lockable Slorage Box (40 Cap) £9.95... 

3" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kll £4 95... 



£17.95 

for 10 



30 off 
..£51.95 
..£59.95 
..£51.95 
..£59.95 

2 off 
..£11.50 
..£15.50 
.£19.50 
....£9.50 



GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
•PCW 9512 COMPATIBLE 

• Brian Clough Football Fortune £1550 

• Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor £12.50 

•BnOge Player 2150 Galacbca £22.50 

• Catch 23 £13.95 

' Classic Games 4 Compilation £15.50 

• Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

• Colossus Bodge 4 £12.95 

• Colossus Chess 4 £12.95 

•Corruption £17.95 

• Crossgrld 

(crossword without clues) £10.95 

• Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

• Fish £1755 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

• Gnome Rangers £1 1 .95 

• Guild of Thieves .£17.95 

Hop. Munch, Shool Collection £11.95 

• IngrKfs Back £11.95 




•Jlnxler 

Lancelot 

Mindlighter 

' Pawn 



' Scapeghosl 

• School's Out (5 games) 

■ Scrabble , 

Ski Climb Cavern Collection 

Sporting Triangle _... 

' Steve Davis Snooker 

•Tank Attack 

Tetris 

' The Complete Home 
Entertammont Centre 

• Tlme&Magik 

• Tomahawk 

• Tnvial Pursuit 



£1795 
..£1550 
£13.95 
..£17.95 
£15 50 
£1095 
..£14.95 
£1195 
£1650 
£12.95 
..£1595 
..£15.50 

..£13.95 
£11 95 

..£15.50 
£1850 



LOCOMOTIVE 



SPECIALS! 



NEW! Locoscript II + Locofile (8) £39.95 

NEW! Locofont Set (1+2) £24.95 



Locofile 8256/8512 £26.95 

Locofile 9512 £26.95 

Locomail 2 (8) £24.50 

Locofont 1 £17.95 

Locofont 2 £13.95 

3" Thesaurus (Deluxe) 

(to use with Locofile) 8/9 £12.95 

I 



Printer Support Pack £24.95 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell (8). £31. 95 

Locofile + Locomail (8) £40.50 

Locoscript 2 (8) £24.95 

Locoscript PC version £85.95 

Locoscript PC + Locolink. ...£101.95 
Locolink £25.00 



BOOKS 



15 Hour Word Proc Amslrad PCW £6.95 

All in One Mini Office Prates £11 .95 

Amsl 8256 8512 More Wdprocessor £9.95 

Desktop Publishing Amslrad PCW £9.95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

Locoscnpl 2 & Amsl PCWComp £11.95 

Locoscnpt 2 s Mail Spell File £10.95 

Locoscnpl 2 PCW 9512 £9.95 



Locoscnpl 2 User guide £19.95 

Locoscnpt Locomail, Locospell £8-50 

Looking into Locoscnpl 2 Amsl £16.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro * Ret £9.95 

Mastenng Amsl PCW 8256 8512 £9.95 

Ops Guide Amslrad CPC PCW 2 Ed £20.00 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

PCWSupercode £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) £8 50 

Using Amslrad Word Processor £9.95 

Using The Amslrad PCW 9512 £10.95 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional 
Re-release Package 



£25.95 



Maslor Scan . Paml £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansysl) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion.... £21.95 

Touch W Go £1 7.95 

EasyUbeller £32.95 

Sage Popular Accounls £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounls Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51.95 

Sage Invoicing £51 .95 

Sage Popular Remove £49.95 

Chit-Chat £88.95 

Cracker II £33.95 

Slop Press (DTP) £34.95 



Supercalc II (Amsoft) £37.95 

Money Manager £36.95 

Master File 8000 £44.95 

Prolexl (Word Processor. Mail Merge.. 

spelling checker . disk utilities) £37.95 

DBase II £32.95 

Micro Design 2 £41.40 

AMX Mouse . Interlace £44.95 

AMX Mouse + Micro Design II 

(DTP) Package £79.95 

AMX Mouse ♦ Stop Press v2 7 £69.95 

Tasword 8000 £22.95 

Tas-Spell 8000 £15.50 



X 



DUST COVERS 



£8.50 

I3PCS) 



8256'85 12/95 12 (or monilor, keyboard & pnnler, anti-static, water proof, cream colour 

NEW! 9512 dust cover sel lor monitor, keyboard 8 printer with sheet leeder £11 .50 

NEW! 9512 dust cover for printer with sheet feeder £5.95 

CROWN dust cover, 8256/8512 (2pcs), /PC for monitor & keyboard. 1pc lor printer, 
(anti-static, waler prool, see Ihrough) £7.50 



fh 



T 



RIBBONS 



£2.70 



Hiqhest Quality Guaranteed 



1. 3. 10. 30. 

. ...£2.70 £2.60 £2.50 £2.40 

..£320 C310 C2.B0 £2.60 



PCW 951? Cirbon Miittrstnke 
PCW 9512 Black Fabric 
PCW 9512 Cokxir Fabric 
(Red. Blue. Green, Brown. Purple) 

PCW 8256/85 12 Carbon Mullistnko 

PCW 825&8512 Black (labnc) 

PCW Colour Fabric 

(Hod, Blue. Green. Sown. Purple) 

(Printer Ribbons lor Star. Epson. NEC. Panasonic. Amslrad. OMP/LO, Juki M'S, Oumo. Diablo. Brother. 

Canon/Taxan Man/Tally Sbinwa Commodore) PDA 



£495 £4.75.. 

£3.20 £3.10... 

£3.00 £2.80... 

C4 95 . £4.75 . 



E4.S0 £4.50 
£3 00 . C2 80 



£2 70 
...E4.50.. 



.£2.60 
£450 



EDUCATIONAL 



Fun School 3 under 5's... 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs 

Fun School 3 7 and over.. 

Micro English G.C.S.E 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E 

Business Italian 

Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German 



£19.95 

£19.95 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mania (8- 12) 

Betler Maths (12-16) 

Better Spelling (9-14) 

Junior Playtime (4-8 yrs) 

Ultimate Quiz (5-Adull) 

Ultimate Sums (5-mid teens) . 



£11.95 



£10.95 

£10,95 

£10.95 



L 



MISCELLANEOUS 



Pnnter Cable D25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN36 £9.95 

Margin Maker MM3i £13.95 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Switchbox _..£19.95 

2 Way Serial D25 Switchbox £19.95 

4 Way CEN36 Swilchbox £29.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox £29.95 

Mouse Pad (Slrong Thick Rubber) ....£6.95 
9512 Pnnter Extension Lead (1 2 m)£14.95 



8256/8512 Pnnter Extension Lead 

(2 pes) (1.2 m) £19.95 

Slampiton Self Adhesive Labels 

(1000) (3I/2 - x 1 w 16") £7.95 

Original Amstrad PCW 

Serial/Parallel Interface £44.95 

SCA512KRAMPAC 

■Simply Ihe Best' £113.85 

Maxim (9) £29.95 

8000. Collection (w/disk) £12.95 



A to Z Computer Services 



132 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN 



Prices subject to change without notice, and 
for UK & BFPO orders only. 
Quantity orders please ring 



OFFICIAL ORDERS FROM EDUCATION & 
,-^m ■ GOVT AUTHORITY ARE WELCOME (E50 MINI 



Contents 



OPENING MENU 




FEATURES 



10 Sprinter Trials 

Move your PCW up into first gear with 
Cirtech*s new accelerator pack! Karen 
Donaghay takes the long awaited Sprinter 
out for a test drive 

21 LocoScript 2 Surgery 

Problems with printer drivers? Frustrated 
by fonts? Liz Bruce comes to the rescue 
with three pages of hints, tips and advice 
on your favourite word processor 

24 LocoFile Tutorial 

In the first of a brand new series. Karen 
Donaghay lifts the lid on the basics of the 
database member of the Locomotive 
software family 

26 Carbon Copy 

When your carbon film ribbon comes to 
the end of its natural life, there's no longer 
any need to renew the entire cassette. 
Follow this month's step by step, fully 
illustrated guide to DIY multi-strike ribbon 
replacement for the PCW 95 1 2 

39 Micro Design Special 

This month. Alec Rae teams up Micro 
Design with Masterscan. and shows you 
how to make the combination a winning 
one for the promotion of your business! 



46 Wide Load 

Alec Rae puts the new. Citizen 24x wide 
carriage printer through its paces. Can it 
. meet the spreadsheet challenge? Read our 
in-depth review to find out 

REVIEWS 

34 Up, Up and Away! 

Qualified pilot Liz Bruce lakes to the skies 
with the help of Micro Nav - a PCW-based 
instrument training program for budding 
aviators 

43 Picture This 

Rob Ainsley takes a look at a new 
collection of graphics utilities 

55 Datastore II 

Tim Smith looks at how the beginner can 
get the best out of one of the first ever 
PCW databases to hit the market 

58 Sporting Chance 

Armchair athlete Martin Le Poidevin pits 
. his wits against the PCW in a new disc- 
bound sports quiz 

REGULARS 

5 News Plus 

What's the story? We expose the latest on 
PCW people, places and products! 



1 5 Protext Guide 

This month, we tackle those all important 
headers and footers 

30 Case in Point 

Karen Donaghay turns gourmet and visits 
the author of a menu translating handbook 

32 Book Look 
36 Speakeasy 

David Wilson airs his views 

60 Listings 

67 Langford 

68 Tipofffs 

All the latest PCW help and advice 

75 Good Software Guide 

Databases, educational, comms and 
programming 

82 Special Offers 

More PCW goodies at rock bottom prices! 

85 Postscript 
90 Competition 

Solve our crossword and win LocoFile! 
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Have you ever 
wanted to. . . 



(A: group O/MDffiERS 1ST LocoFile. 
1 Index: Surname Unique 



jMOtrilU 

Title Initial Suriunt 

Urs I L Hhciltr 

Mdress Hi 

24 Oak FIlH 

Epson 



tilt of birth 



Printer idle. Using A: H: 
Um: None Col:60/6» Lint: 1/15 

" 7-L.triC«<;BianiiT»MII 



I - Title 

. .__J 4 Initial 

ftvi-. / Surnjue 
4 address 
Hone phone n 
Office phone no 
Special interest 
Date of birth 



Store names and addresses in 
computerised card index 




Sfltct 111 
Select none 



Keep details of your photographs 
or record collection 



Your nenl?ership of the society will be due for renewal at the end of the 
nonth. Since last year, whilst ue have been able to naintain the nam 
subscription unchanged, a nunber of the special interest groups have had 



- 

I note that you belong to the following special interest groups:** 



I 




Sort information into any order 



LocoFile is to a card index as 
LocoScript is to a typewriter! You can 
simply automate your address book or 
index and cross-reference books. You 
can choose to print labels or keep records 
of customers or club membership - 
almost anything you can think of! 
Information is kept sorted into order - 
alphabetically, numerically, or by date, 
and at any time you can instantly call up a 
record on screen. 



It you have a PCW 9512 



Then for only £34.95 LocoFile will work 
with all your existing LocoScript software. 



And if you have a PCW 8256/8512 



If you are still using the original 
LocoScript 1 software, then LocoFile with 
LocoScript 2 is ideal for you . For £44.90. 
you get all the benefits of LocoFile plus 
LocoScript 2, the faster, more powerful 
version of LocoScript - at a saving of £20 
on the separate prices of LocoScript 2 
and LocoFile. 



|.then you need 

LocoFile 



To receive a copy of our 20 page brochure 
on the LocoScript Family or see LocoFile in 
action, please phone Katy Buchan on 
0306 740606 for the name of your nearest 
Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 




Individually LocoScript 2 costs 



£29.95 and LocoFile costs £34.95 






News Plus _ 




All things come to those who wait, 
as the saying goes, and the PCW- 
ing public's five month vigil for the 
arrival of the Cirtech Sprinter is 
certainly no exception to that rule. 

The revolutionary PCW 
accelerator pack has finally made 
its way to the offices of 8000 Plus, 
and, as our review on page 10 
reveals, it has been well worth 
waiting for. The Sprinter can almost 
double the speed of PCW 
performance, elevating it to the 
league of its pricier peers with the 
greatest of ease. Now, all those 
time-consuming tasks which tarnish 



the PCWs credibility as a 'serious' 
machine - such as booting up, 
loading and editing documents, can 
be carried out at lightning speed. 
Turn to page 10 for the full report! 

Speed is also of the essence 
when it comes to learning how to 
use a new program. This month's 
new LocoPlus section helps you on 
your way to a faster - and more 
comprehensive - grasp of the 
PCWs native word processor, and 
we've a brand new tutorial series on 
the database member of the 
Locomotive software family, 
LocoFile. Don't miss your chance to 



win a copy of the program - we've 
got three to give away in this 
month's Back Page competition. 

And, for those of you who need 
to replace 9512 carbon film ribbons 
but cannot wait for a new cassette 
to come through the post, we've a 
special, step by step guide to 
carrying out the task in the comfort 
of your own home. 

And that's not all - we've got a 
wide-carriage printer from Citizen 
on test, and a flight simulation 
program to put through its paces. 
So, it's on your marks and get set 
for an action-packed read! 



NO MORE PIGGY BACKS? 



New 'all-in-one' pack set to solve PCW add-on crowding 



'Clip-on' accessories have become a 
definite trend for the PCW, and now 
Cirtech, makers of the Diamond hard disc, 
the Hardpak and the new Sprinter 
(reviewed on page 10 of this issue of 
8000 Plus), claim to have invented the 
ultimate product of the genre. As the 
saying goes, one can never have too 
much of a good thing, and their new 
development, called Matrix, aims to prove 
this point once and for all. 

It will provide - believe it or not- a hard 
disc, a mouse, extra RAM memory, a 
serial RS232 port, a parallel printer port 
and an even an external video port.. .all in 
one pack. 

SONGS 
OF PRAISE 

Need an Easter hymn from the Mission 
Praise hymnbook? Or maybe a hymn on 
the topic of Christian love from the 
Celebrational Hymnal? 

This kind of choice is one which faces 
the nation's clergy at least once a week. 
But now the PCW can help, thanks to a 
new product called Hymnboard. 

Hymnboard is a catalogue of over one 
thousand hymns based on popular 
collections such as the Ancient and 
Modern Revised, the Mission Praise and 
the Celebration Hymnal. Reverend Komor, 
who compiled Hymnboard, says that it can 
be used in a variety of ways. The list 
includes the hymn number and, wherever 
possible, indexes the hymn under theme 
and season as well. 

Hymnboard comes in the form of a 
database file rather than a self-contained 
program, and is available for use with 
either Masterfile or LocoFile. To ensure 
that users of other databases don't miss 
out, it is also available in ASCII format. 

To obtain a version of Hymnboard 
(available for all PCWs), contact Reverend 
Komor at 8 llltyd Avenue, Llantit Major, 
South Glamorgan, 0F6 9TG for an order 
form. Alternatively, send a blank disc to 
the above address, together with a cheque 
or postal order for £10, and a copy of the 
program will be yours. 



This could mark the end of the much- 
maligned piggy-back crisis, where a host 
of PCW add-ons waver precariously in any 
passing breeze, and frequently collapse 
altogether. Far better, say Cirtech, to 
have all your add-ons together - and, at 
£343 for the lot, they might well be right. 

The piggy-back problem is a common 
one for PCW owners and Cirtech say that 
the production of Matrix was inspired by 
the difficulties they themselves 
encountered in their workshops. 

Matrix has a through connector just 
in case there is something else you want 
to add on, such as a ProSCAN interface. 

The miniature hard disc is 20 



Megabytes and self-booting, just like 
Cirtech's HardPak. The mouse provided 
will be based on the popular AMX, and the 
additional RAM size can be between 256K 
to 1024K. 

Cirtech cite this as a "radical, new 
approach to the problem of multiple 
interfaces on the PCW." They say that 
Matrix is in the final development stages 
and should be on the warehouse shelves 
in April. 8000 Plus will be reviewing the 
new product in the near future. 

A 20 Megabyte Matrix module will 
cost from £343.00 (including VAT). 
Further details can be obtained from 
Cirtech on (0835) 23898. 




THE SOFT TOUCH 

This month brings good news for all those 
who regard their PCW as the ultimate 
writer's tool - but blame the PCWs native 
keyboard for creative block. 

Pan Euro have just unveiled a brand 
new product: a supremely comfortable 
Teqniche keyboard, which compares very 
favourably with the standard models which 
complement far more expensive 
machines. 

This is the first 'alternative' PCW 
keyboard, and the Teqniche's arrival on 
the scene should gladden the hearts of 
many an aspiring touch-typist. Obviously 
aimed at the luxury market, the new model 
has keys that respond to the lightest of 
touches, allowing the fingers to fairly 
fly along. 

The keyboard should be of particular 
interest to 8256 and 8512 owners. The 
benefits of a luxurious - rather than purely 
functional - keyboard are unlikely to be lost 
on them. With this release from Pan Euro, 
all PCWs - not just the 9512 - can have a 
high quality keyboard. 

Further creature comforts 
incorporated into the new model include 
extras such as eight function keys, rather 
than the standard four.This means that 
rather than pressing, for example, 
[SHIFDlfl] there is a specific [f21 key, 
making life much easier for regular 
LocoScript users 

Also a separate numeric/cursor pad 



can save time, particularly when entering 
long lists of figures, since the digits are all 
in one distinct area of the keyboard. 
Alternatively, the keypad can be set to 
provide scrolling keys, making word 
processing an easier task. 

There is no special installation 
process for the Teqniche:the usual socket 
at the side of the PCW is used. It could 
well tempt 9512 owners away from their 
far more commodious keys with its 
springy feel, and smooth contours. 

Pan Euro can be contacted on (0925) 
234170. The new keyboard is priced at 
£90.85 including VAT. Watch out for a full 
evaluation in next month's 8000 Plus. 



b y 
D o 



Karen 
n a g h a y 




Let your fingers trip the light 
fantastic with this brand new 
'alternative' PCW keyboard 



March 91 5 



ADVANTAGE! PCWg 

« CCATI IDIMfi TUC DCCT DH k A A i V lOTV DRIPB I 



• FEATURING THE BEST PD, 
SHAREWARE & COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAMS FOR THE PCW 

l TRIED & TESTED 

> MENU-DRIVEN WITH INSTRUCTIONS 




Our prices 
include VAT 
& Postage 



fjy 



QTY 

1 Disc 


PRICE 

£5.95 


2 Discs 


£9,95 


3 Discs 


£13.95 




£17.95 


Over 4 Discs.. 


(each) £4.50 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VERBIAGE ES.95 

Based on the popular TV Quiz -COUNTDOWN - . Make the 
longest word you can tram your chosen letters " VERB - 
CONSONANT" • the computer will do the same. The longest 
word wins! Excellent graphics and gameplay. 

TRIVIA QUIZ C5.95 

A multi-choice game with plenty ot fast-action graphics and 
sound, competitive scoring and a wide variety ol questions. 
Fun tor all ages. "Guaranteed completely trivial" ■ 8000 Plus. 

SLIDER CS.95 

A unique computer version ot the popular mechanical sliding 
squares puzzles. Pictures are divided up on a grid ot squares, 
then mixed up; your task is to slide them around to re- 
assemble the pictures. 

PCW DRAUGHTS C5.9S 

A well-presented and challenging version ol the popular board 
game, played against the computer. Large, clearly presented 
board making the most ol PCW's hi-resolutlon graphics. 

FUN & GAMES CS.9S 

Plenty ot entertainment with these well-known classics - 
Pacman, Space Invaders, Bomber. Maze Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup, Ping-Pong, Return To Arg, Game ot Lite, 
Bugs & GoH. 

PIT YOUR WITS E5.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with these popular games - 
Chess, Othello. Mastermind, Spellit. Rubiks Cube, Stone 
(Awari), Blorhythm Plotter. TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle 
Maker. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE C5.95 

An entertaining selection for youngsters - Aerial Antics, 
Battleships, Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race, Biblical 
Hangman, MasterMind, Post Haste, Solitaire, Table Tester, 
Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £5.95 

Startrek, Lunar Lander. Merchant, Trade, Boggle, Baseball, 3D 
Noughts & Crosses, Chase, Quest, Homonyms, Horse Racing. 
Civil War, Baccarat, Craps, Hunt The Wumpus, Swarms, 
Blackjack. Square, Crazy-6, Hangman American Football, 
Queen, Spies, Nim. Dots, Dragrace, Pilot, Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE C5.95 

The famous game which onginated on main frame computers, 
with save and re-load, Plus BESTIARY. "A well-produced, 
novel adventure* - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE C5.95 

Four entertaining cult games from Nemesis:- The Trial ol 
Arnold Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The 
Wise And Fool Of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good 
challenge lots of hints and tips and a good range of responses' 
- 8000 PLUS. 

LOGO LOGIC C5.95 

Educational programs for DR-LOGO (supplied with your 
PCW):- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER, Play 
ANAGRAMS and HANGMAN, use DRAWING with the LOGO 
turtle, Write and print tunes with MUSIC printer and use the 
DISC LABEL PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS £5.95 

PCW-DRAW - simple drawing program - create, save, edit, 
print pictures BIO-MORPH Start with a simple figure after a 
few generations you have a set of complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README lor 45 
character PCW screen width. 



WORD - SPREAD - BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which otters lull screen editing, 
full block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll 
(line length up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap, 
formatting, pagination, find/replace, pagination, undelete and 
more. 

SPREADSHEET C5.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, business and 
multiple calculation exercises. 60 rows by 26 columns. Menu- 
driven - enter text, numeric value or calculation (♦ - x / with 
reference to any cell or total). Print facility and documentation. 

DATABASE £5.95 

A small relational database for storing simple data and 
producing reports from the data. Uses free format query 
language with macros and commands plus on-line help. A 
good introduction to the concept of databases. Disc also 
contains a useful Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE II £5.95 

Menu-driven - Record Set Up, Data Entry, Erase. Count 
Records. Set Report Fields, Run Report Search, Display Last 
Output, Repeat Last Search, Search & Extract. Set Key Index. 
Print Records. Capacity limited on Shareware version 
"KeyBase is well designed simple to use and it wonts. A good 
value database." - 8000 PLUS. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 

Does for calculations what your Word Processor does for text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae) trom disc files, 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back on to 
disc. Create files ot formulae. Menu prompts and on-line help. 
Up to 15 sig figs., over 100 characters, arithmetic, trig, log and 
% expressions. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX £5.95 

Keep a mailing list, addressbook, club membership tile or 
catalogue your records, CD's, stamps or books. Similar to a 
card index system or Filofax, comes with sort and printer 
routines. Easy to use. 

HOME ACCOUNTS C5.95 

A new home accounting program written by a UK author with 
all the facilities you need to track your bank account and plan 
your budget. 

HOME VIDEO C5.95 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-built 
program. Offers four Sort options and Forms Management 
System to print in order ol title number, video number, global 
alphabetic or unique. 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE C5.95 

Record your valuables for house contents insurance. Or how 
much money you're spending, the value ot your stamp 
collection, the value of your assets. Or use a simple stock- 
taking program. 

PRINT MASTER (dot matrix) £5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good effect by 
designing and printing your own customised Letterheads. 
Stationery. Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs 
and banners. 

PRINTMASTER TOOLBOX (2 disc sat) £9.95 

Features a wide range ot over 600 graphics for use with 
Printmaster plus GALLERY program to view graphics on- 
screen before printing. 

LETAFONT (dot matrix) £5.95 

Change the letters and revitalise your PCW screen with this 
set ot 16 new fonts. Works with most CP/M-based programs. 
Edit your own set of lonts and even print Ihem out. 

EXPERT SYSTEM £5.95 

Use your computer for decision making, and problem analysis. 
Build up a knowledge base on any subject then, by answering 
a series of questions, reach a logical conclusion. 

THE DESKMASTER £5.95 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, 
memo-writer, card-file database. Plus Label Printer. Home 
Accounts, Mortgage Calculator, Weather Forecaster. 

KERMIT & FRIENDS £5.95 

Plenty of programs for data transfer between computers (local/ 
remote) Access Viewdata, Prestel, Databases and Bulletin 
Boards. With Kermit, UKModem7, MEX and various 
communications utilities. 

HI-HO FILE TRANSFER £5.95 

Originally issued at commercial prices this very straightforward 
menu-driven program offers fast file transfer in and out of your 
PCW (needs serial interface and null modem cable) 

STD CODEBOOK £5.95 

Text files containing lists ot all the UK STD codes and 
corresponding exchange names In numeric and alphabetical 
order. Files are squeezed to get then on one disc. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER £5.95 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable .COM 
program from your Assembler file. Plus Z80 Disassembler, 
Debugger. Library. 8080 Disassembler, Z80 to 8080 Translator, 
utilities. 

DAZZLESTAR £5.95 

The powerful Z80 Disassembler with tull set ot associated 
utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Not sure which language to go for? Try the Small C Compiler, 
a practical and useable introduction to C. The disc includes 
source code and documentation. Produces executable COM 
programs. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 

Examples of C at work. C source (for a variety of compilers) 
with .COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite 
useful too. 

PROLOG • 80 £5.95 

Fascinating introduction to Al. I/O control, database 
manipulation, global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. 
With editor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence 
interpreter. Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 disc set) £9.95 

A professional -quality Pascal Compiler which comes with 
extensive documentation and plenty ot source code examples. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. With extensive documentation, library files, utilities. 



Four ways to buy: 

[7] PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
1 — ' ACCESS or VISA number 

[2] FAX: 0242 226755 

|"3~| POST your Cheque or Postal Order 

|~4~| COLLECT from our showroom 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU £5.95 

Locoscrlpt-style menu presentation for CP/M programs. Easy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-controlled program 
selection for running, typing, erasing and copying programs. A 
good "tront end". 

IN-CONTROL £5.95 

FILE CONTROL features Copy. Delete. Rename. Print Change 
User Number. Change Attributes, Log, Sort. Go To and Word 
Processor-style text file editing. DISC CONTROL features Disc 
Map, Disc Parameters, Sector Editor. File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES £5.95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and print plus 
many other features. SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by 
track/sector or by filename. DISCKITA disc formatter, 1 78k 
data format and 5 1/4" second drive, SCREEN BLANKER plus 
a dozen more useful programs. 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £5.95 

Print text (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your printer, SORT a 
file into alphabetical order, WORD COUNTER for Locoscript or 
ASCII. WSCLEAN. CALENDAR GENERATOR, SPELLING 
CHECKER, SCORING CARD, BANNER Printers, 
TYPEWRITER emulator, SETPAPER. SETPRINT paper and 
printer control. 

DISC ORGANISATION £5.95 

CATALOGUE your discs and produce a printed index, archive 
files and save disc space, MENU SYSTEM, FILE DATING 
SYSTEM, DISC UTILITY, SQUEEZE/UNSQUEEZE will save 
up to 40% disc space. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable tor business applications. Based on ANSI-1974 
Standard COBOL, Nevada features runtime error messages, 
random access and sequential files and Integration of 
assembly language using the DR MAC assembler. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER £33.95 

Offers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler, 26 built-in functions, 9 built-in 
procedures. 15 I/O functions, random, sequential and indexed 
liie I/O functions, histogram activity analyser and access to 
system calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAM COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres closely to the ANSI X3.9-1966 standard with some 
1977 extensions. Advance features include THEN, ELSE, 
COPY, CHAINIng and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, 
random I/O file, 25 general purpose subroutine/function library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER £33.95 

A professional quality C compiler which produces stand-alone, 
executable .COM files from your C source code. Closely 
adheres to the original Kernlghan-Ritchie standard with lull 
floating point arithmetic. Ideal for newcomers to C as the 
manual includes a very good tutorial section with plenty ot 
examples. 

MIX C EDITOR split screen, WordStar compatible with 

manual £19.95 

MIX C TUTORIAL EXAMPLES - ready typed ready to 

compile - .....£5.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARV a ASM UTILITIES £10.95 

' THE MIX C -WORKS" - All the above items together lor 
iust £49.95 

HISOFT C COMPILER £44.95 

HISOFT ZBASIC COMPILER £64.95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER £49.95 

HISOFT PASCAL BO £44.95 

HISOFT FORTH £24.95 

HISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 £44.95 

Hisoft products include the popular ED-80 text editor, binder 
and printed manual. All NEVADA compilers are supplied with a 
manual. 



Thinking of changing your computer? Then contact 
Advantage BEFORE YOU BUY. We offer free 
advice for home and business users. Advantage 
are stockists for a wide range of commercial 
programs for the PCW, Atari ST, Amiga 800, PC 
and BBC computers - call in or phone for details. 
Dealer enquiries welcome 



LOCOSCRIPT PC £1 24.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW-PC file transfer cable and S/W. £29.95 
TEN MAXELL/PANASONIC 3" DISCS £19.95 

TEN SOLID PLASTIC DISC CASES £2.95 

INTERFACES Senal and Parallel ports lor PCW £49.95 

PRINTER CABLE Centronix to 25-way D-type £10.95 

NULL-MODEM CABLE lor file transfer 

25-way D-type £10.95 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 



LEARNERS, 
PLEASE! 

In his free time, Chris Bryant has an 
unusual hobby - he helps other PCW 
owners to throw away their L-plates. 

Chris's PCW help-line was first given 
publicity in the December issue of 8000 
Plus and the 'phone hasn't stopped ringing 
since. This is all well and good but, 
according to Chris, not all of the calls are 
from bona fide beginners. Tut tut! 

Being a charitable sort of chap, Chris 
is quite happy to continue his service but 
wishes to stress that it is only for those 
who have had a PCW for less than three 
months.The helpline was set up 
specifically to assist absolute beginners 
with early PCW teething troubles. 

The hours to call if you require help 
are between 8.30pm and 10pm weekday 
evenings and between 6pm and 10pm at 
weekends. The helpline number is (0297) 
20456, and the service is completely free. 



DOCTOR 
ON CALL 

All PCW owners with ailing discs will be 
pleased to know that Mark Wallis is back in 
business after a spell at college. His data 
recovery service costs £20.00 per disc 
(including postage) and he offers a 'next 
day' service. 

All discs must be sent in a good 
quality jiffy bag to Nottingham Data 
Retrieval Services, 1 73 Trent Boulevard, 
West Bridgeford, Nottingham, NG2 5BX. 
The number to ring for further information 
is (0602) 813790. He also welcomes 
general enquiries on Pascal programming, 
LocoScript and Professional Adventure 
Creator - but by letter only please. 



DESK-TOP SHOPPING 



Shopping at home has its advantages, but 
the main problem for the consumer is that 
they only get to see their purchase when it 
arrives on the doorstep. SBS Computer 
Supplies have tackled the problem by 
supplying a full colour catalogue on 
request. It is called, appropriately enough, 
the Amstrad Catalogue, and is free of 
charge from their offices in Brighton. 

The latest products include a 
hideaway desk for the PCW - especially 
good for those moments when you and 
your machine are not seeing eye to eye. 
The three parts of the desk simply fold 
away, making it an ideal space saver. The 
desk costs £139. 

Also featured in the catalogue is the 
System Solver, a computer desk and 
chair. You can also obtain a matching 
office desk, pedestal and chair for 
£149.95, a matching bookcase for 
£29.95, a matching printer unit for 
£79.95, and a link unit, to join desks 
together, for £29.95. All prices are 
exclusive of VAT. The company provides a 
delivery service to destinations throughout 
the UK, for £7.50 per unit . Every item is 
shown in a full colour photograph. The 
catalogue can be obtained from SBS 
Computer Supplies, Victoria House, Vale 
Road, Portslade, Brighton, East Sussex, 
BN41 1GG and their telephone number is 
(0273) 423523. 




The new 'Amstrad' catalogue 
offers PCW friendly office furniture 
of all descriptions 



THE MEANING OF IT 



For technophobes everywhere, here is one 
way of beating the boffins at their own 
game. The National Computer Centre have 
just released "The Dictionary of 
Information Technology and Computer 
Science". Despite the rather wordy title, it 
aims to cover some thorny terminology in 



a way that the layman can understand. 
Compiled by Tony Gunton, the entries 
range from optical discs to office 
equipment - and just about everything in 
between So, if you want to keep up with 
the terms, contact the NCC on (061) 228 
6333. The dictionary costs £25.00 



LOCOSCRIPT PC REVAMPED 

Barely seven months old, and the 
latest brainchild of Locomotive 
software has been undergoing 
some radical changes. A new-look 
version of LocoScript PC was 
recently announced, with a few 
surprises in store for the traditional 
LocoScript user. 

The most noticeable difference 
is the split-screen editing. This 
allows two documents on-screen at 
any one time, and the user can 
jump from one to the other, or even 
transfer text between the two. 

Other improvements include a 
departure from the usual 
LocoScript scrolling technique. A 
new page can be displayed without 
scrolling through every single page 
on the way. This should speed up 
operation considerably, as will the 
new ability to search for a file. 

The search facility is more 
useful than it sounds, since many PC 
users, likely to be hard disc owners as 
well, could have literally hundreds of files 
to access. Other features of particular 
interest to PC people are improved laser 




LocoScript PC owners can now upgrade to the 
latest, improved version of the user friendly 
word processor 

support, window support, and some 
special additions for those who use 
LocoScript PC on their laptops. 

A phonetic spellchecker comes as 
part of the program and an additional 



foreign language dictionary in 
French, Spanish, German or Italian 
can be purchased for an extra 
£49.95 plus VAT. 

A complete LocoScript PC 
program costs £125 plus VAT. For 
those who brought the original 
Locoscript PC (after the 12th 
November 1990) an upgrade costs 
£15. All other registered users must 
pay £35 for the upgrade. 
If you have a pristine, 
unopened copy of LocoScript PC 
Version 1 in front of you then you 
can actually trade it in, free of 
charge, for the new version. This 
only applies to those who bought 
the 

program from dealers Centresoft, 
Frontline or Gem. 

Free upgrades are also 
available with any of the European 
dictionaries. By the way, don't wait 

too long to cash in on the upgrade offers. 

They are only valid for six months. 

Locomotive Software can be contacted at 

Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL, telephone 

(0306) 740606 



Going public 

Two public-spirited PCW 
owners are lending a 
helping hand to both 
fellow users and a well- 
known charity. Bob Ellis 
and David Axford are 
offering to copy Public 
Domain software on to a 
disc at the very 
reasonable charge of £1. 
They also distribute 
'Charity-Ware' programs, 
a collection of software 
offered for sale to 
generate funds for the 
M.E. Association. Copies 
of this collection will cost 
£2 per disc, and all 
proceeds go to the 
charity. 

The venture is to 
be called PCWfile and 
further information 
on the software available 
can be obtained by 
telephoning 
(0432) 761860. 






The winning 
team 

Clothes maketh the man. 
so they say, and in this 
case of this month's 
cover, 'Running Free' of 
45, Walcot Street, Bath 
maketh the clothes. 
Many thanks to Running 
Free for providing the 
sporty attire. The shop 
can be contacted on 
(0225) 469622. 
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News Plus 



Starry eyed 

If you were star-struck 
by our February review 
of astronomy program 
Startrack+, then you will 
be even more impressed 
to learn that the program 
as not as expensive as 
we originally reported. It 
costs £19.95, and not 
£22.95 as published. 
Startrack* is available 
from Discovery Software 
at 291 Cricklewood 
Lane, London NW2 2JL 



From day 
to data 

A LocoFile diary, 
complete with space for 
appointments, 
information about the 
moon and even lunar 
gardening is available 
courtesy of Michael 
Soth, 3 New Road. 
Glympton, Oxford, 0X7 
IAN. Send a blank disc, 
stating machine type, 
with an SAE to the kind 
donor and he will send it 
back complete with file. 



LOVE ME, 
LOVE MY PCW! 

Brian Williams loved his PCW so much, he 
couldn't bear to be without it at any time. 
So, he knocked up this handy little PCW 
carrying kit, and now his roving machine 
sets off every day for the office in a sporty 
MG. This must be the only PCW with a 
built-in chaffeur! 
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Never be without your PCW with 
this handy carrying case! 



ANYONE 

FOR CRICKET? 

Nice to know that when the cricket season 
rolls round again, the PCW can take some 
of the hard work out of scoring. 

Scorecard, by Sticky Dog Software, is 
a new program that knows all about totals, 
run rates and the complicated rules and 
regulations of the cricket world. 

A spokesman for Sticky Dog Software 
said, "Scorecard is intended as a serious 
tool for scorers". Designed to replace the 
traditional cricket score card, the program 
will even provide in-depth ball-by-ball 
analysis of a match - and of individual 
player performance - as it is being played. 

Novices - both to cricket and to the 
PCW - will be bowled over by the new 
program. It allows you to keep the score 
without knowing the first thing about the 
game, even providing a mini-map of the 
pitch so the scorer can simply enter the 
position of the hit. Scorecard is run by a 
system of user-friendly menus and 
prompts, and results can be inserted into 
LocoScript for incorporation into club 
reports, for example. 

The program will be making its debut 
at the beginning of the new cricket season 
in April, and is sure to score a six with 
sports fans. It can even be utilised for 
games of 'alphabet cricket' when the 
season is over. Scorecard is available for 
all PCWs at a cost of £14.95 from Sticky 
Dog Software, 46 Avondale Road, Bath 
BA1 3EG. A more advanced version, that 
can produce scoring charts for any 
member of the batting side, costs £19.95. 
8000 Plus will be giving Scorecard a fair 
innings in the April issue. 



NEWS 



HELPING THE CHILDREN 

In the January edition of 8000 Plus we reported that the M25 User Group were 
looking forward to a visit from Merrick Allsop of Cornix Software. There were several 
new faces for the evening, apparently attracted by the mention in 8000 Plus. Due to 
the generosity of Cornix, a remarkable £335 was raised for the Great Ormond 
Street Children's Hospital. Well done to all involved. A full list of future events awaits 
those who get in touch with the group - contact details on page 43 of this magazine. 

Other clubs with exciting future programs are the Teesside and Hampshire 
groups. Both clubs also produce interesting Newsletters. Again, contact details can 
be found on page 43. 

INTERNATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

Prize of the month for long distance contacts must go to the Hereford Computer 
Club. They have had a membership enquiry from a Professor Dragoslav Stoiljkovic of 
the Faculty of Technology in Yugoslavia, who asked if he could pay by American 
Express card. That will do nicely, we're sure. The above mentioned Teesside group 
come a close second, with an enquiry from Malta. 

There is one club that recruits Australians regularly - but then the Amstrad PCW 
Australia Group is based in the Antipodes, so it doesn't count. They tell us, to our 
great disappointment, that the AS24 membership fee doesn't cover travelling 
expenses to the meetings! Details, by the way, of this and other Antipodean clubs 
are in the December 1990 edition of 8000 Plus. 

PRAYERS ANSWERED 

New clubs continue to emerge. Prompted, it would appear, by an appeal in 
October's 8000 Plus, Aberdare in South Wales now boasts a group. Always on the 
look out for new members, they can be contacted through Roy Underwood at 
Birchacre, Cross Bychan, Llwydcoed, Aberdare, Mid Glamorgan CF44 0EJ (0685 
874972). Meetings take place at the same address on the first Friday of each 
month. 

Mr S Kilcoin lives in Basildon, Essex, and is trying to round up PCW users 
interested in forming a club in his area, which he specifies as 
Basildon/Southend/Chelmslord. Contact him at 187, Spurriers, Laindon, Basildon 
SS15 5NG. 

Hampstead users could also have their own club soon - Edwin Lambert, who 
lives at 13A Crossfield Rd, London NW3 4NS is interested in forming one. If you are 
interested, please write to him with a 9x4 SAE. 

And then come a couple of offers from Leeds. We think that Dennis Major and 
Simon Mitchell should start talking to each other, and other users in the area. Dennis 
is at 22 Carrfield Drive, Barwick-in-Elmet, Leeds LSI 5 4JA, and Simon is available on 
0532 493843 after 6pm. 

PRAYERS MADE 

We have also received requests for information about groups in various parts of the 
country. Christopher Neaum wants to talk to people in the Derby area who have an 
interest in the machine. 14 Wayfaring Rd, Oakwood, Derby DE2 2TA is the address. 
Adrian Murray lives in the Wirral, and wonders if there is a club up there. Not that we 
know of, Adrian. Not yet, anyway... 

And what about PCWers on the East Coast of Scotland? Mr Hamilton knows 
about Scotwest PCW, but during the winter getting there can be a long trek, he 
says. Perhaps other users on the East Coast have club ambitions? If so, "Ardlarich", 
2, Kirklands Park, Cupar, Fife KYI 5 4EP is Mr Hamilton's address. 

Finally for this month, a request from Mrs P McKenzie in East Sussex. She is 
finding it very difficult to find out about clubs in the area. Can anybody help? 
If you would like to start or locate a PCW user club, let us know; the address, as 
usual, is Club News, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 



JANUARY WINNERS! 

The following winners of our January competition will shortly be 

receiving a copy of the totally addictive game Terracom - and will 

probably never do another stroke of work on the PCW again. 

So, stand by for hours of pleasure, A M Phillips from Rochdale, 

Marian Hodges from Ashstead, N Allen from Derby, and G Markie from 

Dundee. The 10 words in our space-based word square are as follows: 

Hoist, Constellation, Gagarin, Cosmonaut, Galaxy. Armstrong, Saturn, 

Shuttle, Venus, Satellite. The word 'sun' also qualified. Congratulations! 







JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 





SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with all Amstrad PCWs. 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

Through-connector allows 
continued use of other 
peripherals. 

• Three versions available- 
5I2K. 768Kand !.5Mb. 
• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 



To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply send your Rampac to us and we will 
upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
SI2K to 768K. £30.39 + VAT = £34.95 post free 
512Kto 1.5Mb. £100 + VAT= £115 post free 
768K to 1 .5Mb, £75 + VAT = £86.25 post free 



512K 

►Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

► Only £99.00 + VAT. 

Total £1 1 3.85 - postage free. 

768K 

• Will upgrade your PCW 8256 
to a full I Mb. 

► Only £1 19 + VAT. 
Total £ 1 36.85 - postage 

1.5Mb 

► Three times the mem. 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the price! 

► Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 85 1 2/95 1 2 machines. 

► Flipper 2 recommended for 
CP/M users. 

► Only £199.00 + VAT. 

Total £228.85 - postage free. 



Iff you use Locoscript 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for it, see what the 
magazines say- 
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SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

• Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 
port for printers and plotters. 

• Full duplex RS232 serial port 
for communications at all 
speeds between 75 & 19200 
Baud. 

• User manual supplied with 
details of cables. 

• Only £48.00 + VAT 

Total £55.20 - postage free 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

►All functions as Professional 

► Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 

► Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 

►Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping 

► Only £57.00 + VAT 
Total £65.55 - postage free 



'<N* 



SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN12 5LW 
Telephone 0903 700288 Fax 0903 506606 
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Express Delivery 

How can your PCW speed through a spell check, dash around a document and 
perform all of its usual tasks in top gear? Karen Donaghay samples a taste of 



life in the fast lane with the new Cirtech Sprinter 




I 



n bygone days, when the PCW 
was jus! a twinkle in Alan Sugar's 
eye. the eult of speed was already 
well established in the hearts and 
minds of the great British public. The 
fastest sportsman, the fastest cars, even 
the fastest animals: the quest for greater 
speed is nothing new. Fastest is. and 
always will be. best. 

Then came the computer. Suddenly 
speed was more than just an idle 
pastime. At last the speed fanatics could 
claim a degree of usefulness for their 
obsession. The computer is the mainstay 
of many a livelihood and the faster it 
operates, the quicker the work gets 
done. More importantly this involves no 
early morning runs in frosty fields, or 
huge amounts of cash for the latest 
model of sports car. The only 
disadvantage is that generally one has to 
buy a new model of computer just to 
gain the extra speed. This is no problem 
for the wealthy - and disloyal - 
computer owner, but for most loyal 
PCW owners it presents something of a 
dilemma. Having found a machine that 
suits them well, most have very little 
inclination to change brands. 

Now. at long last, they too can join 
the race. For the first time ever, your 
PCW can have extra speed, without 
breaking the budget. The product is 
aptly named Sprinter and. theoretically, 
can make your PCW work twice as fast. 
All you need is a well protected 
cardboard box (preferably the one that 
your PCW came in), and your machine 
can be whisked away, to return in three 
days' time, with its newly acquired 
nimbleness. 

And the party responsible for such a 
feat? It is none other than those 
enterprising folk at Cirtech. Not content 

The Price Tag 

Sprinter £ 89.70 

Sprinter + 256K RAM £124.20 

Sprinter ♦ 512K RAM £158.70 

Sprinter ♦ 768K RAM £193.20 

Sprinter + 1MEG RAM £227.70 

These prices all include VAT. They also 
include free installation and delivery. 
However, to have your PCW picked up 
from your door, by Cirtech's carriers 
costs an extra £5.75, and insuring it 
for the journey costs a further £5.75. 









with ihe Diamond hard disc, which 
broke new ground for the PCW. they 
have now succeeded in reaching the 
parts thai, so far. no other product has 
managed to reach. 

When developing Sprinter. Cirtech 
made a journey to Ihe very centre of the 
PCW... and then, when they got there, 
replaced it. Curiouser and curiouser. 
The hoitom line of this little tale is that 
the Z80 processor, the very heart and 
soul of the PCW. is taken out and 
replaced with - yes. you've guessed it - 
a quicker version of the same thing. This 
is technical audacity of the highest order 
- a simple idea, yet one which makes a 
radical difference to the workings of 
your PCW. 

But, before you reach for your 
Cheque book, there are still a few 
questions to be asked. Does this extra 
speed really help the PCW user? Well, 
that all depends on who the user is. 

Keeping up with the Joneses 

Let's say Mr Smith uses LocoScript to 
tap out the odd letter. Most of his time is 



spent typing but this raises an important 
point. However speedy his fingers 
become, he will never outdo the PCW's 
response, a truism with or without 
Sprinter. Also, his documents are 
reasonably small, so the time spent 
waiting for LocoScript to scroll goes 
almost unheeded. Put Sprinter into his 
PCW. and Mr Smith might not even 
notice the difference. 

On the other hand. Mr Jones 
prepares long complicated documents in 
LocoScript then spell checks them 
before loading them into a Micro Design 
page. Since he is using his PCW to the 
full, in tasks which involve a good deal 
of computer power, he is a prime 
candidate to benefit from Sprinter. 

And (here lies the crux of the 
matter. The benefits of Sprinter are most 
apparent when the PCW chews over a 
particularly time-consuming problem. 
LocoSpell is a classic example. It forces 
the PCW to look up hundreds of words 
in a dictionary. Such a task takes a good 
deal of compulation. Other good 
examples are filling in shapes in Micro 



Design, or scrolling through a 
LocoScript document. Anything that 
involves a period of waiting will 
obstruct the course of working quickly 
and efficiently. Sprinter excels in 
situations such as these, producing 
amazingly quick results. 

Sprinter is rather less impressive 
when performing run-of-the-mill tasks, 
such as editing a document. The overall 
effect is rather one of increased 
responsiveness. To use a motoring 
cliche, your PCW will feel nippier. Like 
"around-town" driving versus motorway 
driving, the extra power in a fast car 
becomes most apparent in the extreme 
conditions of the motorway. 

And what about you? 

So. a sensible decision regarding 
Sprinter would be one based on factors 
such as what software you are using. 
There is however something else to take 
into consideration - and that other factor 
is you. What sort of person are you? Do 
you have the patience of a saint, or are 
your stress levels soaring through >• 



On your marks, get set.. .Go! 




After 54 seconds, the ordinary PCW on the left has only just begun to draw the graph (from a Cracker spreadsheet). On the right, after 
the same amount of time, the PCW with Sprinter installed has completed the picture. A fairly Impressive piece of Sprinting, we thought 



Those little green lines that run 
down the PCW's screen when you 
are booting up are an integral 
part of daily life. Each time you 
load up CP/M or LocoScript - 
there they are. It is hard to 
imagine them any other way - 
and with Sprinter installed, the 
effect of them zooming down the 
screen is almost disconcerting. 

Once you are running your 
software, the overall effect of 
using a faster machine is more 
difficult to quantify. It could be 
described as a luxurious 
sensation. It gives a feeling of 
efficiency and is certainly more 
fun to use. But these are all 
rather woolly descriptions. 

The most precise way to 
describe the change is to 
measure it. So, with stopwatch at 
the ready, and fingers poised 
above keyboards, we set up a 
Sprinter-clad PCW against an 
identical, ordinary PCW 8256, 
and put them to the test. 



The Challenge Ordinary PCW Sprinter PCW 



Booting up LocoScript 



Scrolling through a 1 5K 
LocoScript document 
from beginning to end 



Find and replace in a 15K 
document with one 
occurence of the word on 
each line 



Filling in shape in 
Micro Design 



Drawing a graph in 
Cracker II 



36 sec 



fj 



29 sec 



► 



30 sec 



19 sec 
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Sprinter 



Pluses 

A Virtually free 

installation 
A Large 

improvement in 

speed 
A Well priced 
A No effect on other 

PCW functions 
A Extra RAM 

Available 



Minuses 

T Need to send PCW 

away 
v Cannot work with 

Eisenstein board 



Ease ol Use 5/5 

Performance 5/5 

Features 5/5 

Documentation 4/5 

8000 PLUS 

Value Verdict 19/20 
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Understandably, many people feel a 
trifle squeamish about delving into the 
innards of their PCW. To sooth such 
qualms, Cirtech offer an installation 
service for Sprinter. But, for those who 
are equally perturbed by the prospect of 
spending a few days without their PCW 
(and who can blame them?), Cirtech 
intend to produce a fully illustrated 
manual on how to 'do it yourself.' 

If the words "light-duty electric 
soldering iron", sound like a foreign 
language, then maybe you should leave 
It to the experts. If, however, you have a 
smattering of know-how, and want to go 
ahead, the process involves the 
following steps. 

Firstly, you take off the back cover 
of your PCW, and locate the main CPU 
(Central Processing Unit) card and the 
Z80 using the manual's illustration. You 
can then remove the Z80 from its socket 
and carefully align the Sprinter card 
over the empty Z80 socket and push the 
pins into the socket. There are two wires 
connected to Sprinter which are 
soldered to the CPU card in a location 
also shown in the manual. Then put the 
casing back on. and that's it. 

the roof? Are you constantly in a race 
against time or is the clock simply 
unimportant lo you? 

The amount of time you save by 
using a faster machine is not necessarily 
the most important thing. That may 
sound slrange. but if you save nineteen 
seconds when you scroll through a I5K 
LocoScript document, you need to do a 
good deal of scrolling before you save a 
whole hour. 

The most annoying thing about 
slowness is not the loss of time, but 
rather the enforced thumb-twiddling thai 
is a result. Those insignificant seconds 
can be easily be distorted out of all 
proportion, becoming increasingly 
frustrating the busier you arc. If this is 
the sort of thing thai bothers you. 
then Sprinter will transform your 
working practices, greatly improving 
your efficiency. 

On the bench 

The next question, in the quest for a 
faster PCW is how do you get Sprinter 
going. There are two version of 
Sprinter: one is a boxed version, that 
clips on to the expansion socket at the 
back of the PCW. and the other is fitted 
internally. Cirtech claim lhat the 
installation, in both cases, is fairly 
straightforward. However, they then go 
on to say that, unless you feel fairly 
confident with a welding kit, don't even 
bother to try. 

Cirtech themselves provide an 
installation service and. since this is 
free, it is not to be sniffed at. Cirtech 
will install Sprinter and return it to you 
within four days - at no charge 
whatsoever. If you don't feel like 
boxing up your machine and sending it 
off yourself. Cirtech will collect it for a 



Inside Information 

If your original Z80 is soldered to the 
CPU card . then this means a couple of 
extra steps, but the general idea is the 
same. All of the wires which you need 
are contained within the Sprinter 
package, but you will need some tools to 
hand. The most major piece of 
equipment required is a light-duty 
electric soldering iron - and no, the one 
you use to weld bits back on to your car 
won't do. You will also need a very long 
Phillips screw driver to take the back off 
your PCW, a small flat bladed 
screwdriver and, possibly, a small wire 
cutter and pair of pliers. Phew! 

Even if you install the external 
model of Sprinter, you will still need to 
take the back off your PCW, albeit 
fleetingly. A one-wire connection is 
made inside and then Sprinter can be 
slotted on to the expansion socket. 

Whys and wherefores 

Sprinter works, as you know, by 
replacing the Z80 processor. In the case 
of the external version of Sprinter the 
original Z80 is ignored, and in the case 
of the internal Sprinter it is replaced 
altogether. The new Z80 speeds along at 

mere £5.75. This price includes £100 
insurance cover, to cater for any 
knocks or damage which happen along 
the way. Complete cover is available 
for a further £5.75. Once Sprinter is 
safely installed, and back in its new 
environment, it is covered by a 
year's guarantee. 

Bui what about your existing 
software and hardware: will it be 
able to co-exist with Sprinter? 
Well, your programs should present 
no problems. Sprinter is designed 
to work with all PCW software, 
without exception. Hardware add-ons 
are also catered for. with only two 
exceptions: an Eisenstein board 
will not work alongside Sprinter and 
neither will an SCA Rampac. Don't 
despair. If you do need extra RAM 
then up to I024K is available as 



a very nippy 8 million cycles per second. 
Put simply, the internal PCW clock is 
what allows the processor to synchronise 
the flow of information. 

The problem arises when the 
Central Processing unit (the part of the 
PCW which performs calculations) is too 
fast for the memory. This results in the 
aptly named Wait State', when the CPU 
needs information from memory that is 
not yet available. Too many wait states 
could defeat the whole object of having 
a faster processor, so to overcome this, 
Sprinter has its own, very fast memory 
bank, called Cache Memory. 

However, the time it takes to 
complete a task relies on other factors 
as well as the internal clock speed. Just 
because the Z80 is working at twice the 
usual pace, it is not necessarily 
equivalent to the PCW you know so well, 
working consistently twice as fast. 

To find out how this new speed 
translates into practical terms, we tried 
out the 'Sprinterised' PCW in a variety of 
situations, as shown on the previous 
page. Each test was carried out with a 
non-Sprinterised PCW as the control in 
the experiment. 

part of the Sprinter package. 
Even if you already have an 
SCA Rampac. the situation is not 
beyond salvation. Cirtech can remove 
the extra RAM from the Rampac. 
and install it alongside Sprinter. 
Oddly enough, although this is yet 
another free service, the offer only 
stands if you are buying one of the 
pricier versions of Sprinter, with extra 
memory included. 

The end result is that you could 
wind up extending your memory' twice - 
once with Rampac and once with the 
Sprinter add-on. 

Although Cirtech are quite happy to 
perform Ihis service for SCA Rampac 
users, there seems to be little hope for 
the Eisenstein boards. This is. therefore, 
the only definite limitation to the 
Sprinter's performance. • 



Summary 



Sprinter is certainly a major break- 
through for the PCW. Cirtech have a 
good reputation and they have done 
their homework pretty carefully. The 
main potential obstacle, one of installa- 
tion, has already been foreseen, and 
met, by their extraordinary offer to 
install Sprinter at a very low price. 

The advantages of Sprinter speak 
for themselves. Faster computers are 
the dream of many an enthusiast, but 
they are also a valuable asset to anyone 
who uses the PCW at work or at home. 
Try as we might, with this product we 
could not find an Achilles heel. At most 
levels the PCW performance is 
markedly improved. The only point to 
remember is that often, speed is 
restricted by the pure mechanics of a 







situation. Sprinter cannot speed up 
fingers. Nor can it make a printer head 
move faster, or indeed, the reading 
head of a disc drive. 

The greatest achievement for 
Sprinter is this. Until now. anyone 
wishing to radically improve their 
machine had one of two basic choices. 
They could add a new disc drive (either 
a hard drive or an extra floppy drive) or 
they could increase the memory space. 

Now, finally, there is a third choice. 
Increasing the processing speed is an 
important improvement, and one that 
will bring the PCW in line with many 
faster machines. Any success that 
Sprinter has will certainly be well- 
deserved - and it could be well on its 
way to becoming a true PCW "classic". 
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Kr I Janeson" 1 
feists and favours* 1 
42 Ilit «!«** 

Dear Tin** 






(Clntre) tuintiM fanh^hnn pinnwi-uli- 




Thinks for bein* so helpful regarding, our requirements for the 
annual dinner of the Old Conbesllans. We would like you U 
provide the catering I* the club house as discussed.* 1 




-. In detail we shall need:** 




* a Roast lurke*-, 5* £14. St. £74.7$e 
., * Roast Pork., 10* £1G.*C eiM.SCV 
, } Vegetarian Casserole.. I. lH.jv. £27.00* 




* * I0I4U 17* * B71.K* 




Please confirm that the 18th will be suitable - it is (*Italic)nost 

wportant(-Italic) that we cm organise everything for that evening.** 

** 

I look forward to hearing fro* gouv 

Vows smcerelwV 
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on an Amstrad PCW8256 
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Transferred to an IBM PS/2 with LocoLink 
and edited with LocoScript PC 



Upgrading from a PCW to a PC used 
to be difficult. Now it's easy with LocoScript PC 
and LocoLink, because you don't have to learn 
a new word processor. 

LocoScript PC has the same look and feel 
as LocoScript on the PCW so you'll be able to 
start work immediately. But the difference 
you'll really notice is the speed - LocoScript PC 
is much faster and more powerful than 
LocoScript on the PCW. 

LocoScript PC not only includes the word 
processor you're familiar with on the PCW, but 
also LocoFile, LocoMail and LocoSpell plus 
support for over 400 different printers all in one 
package! 



Using LocoLink, our unique transfer 
package, you can take all your LocoScript 
documents and datafiles to any PC. LocoScript PC 
lets you keep all your characters and formatting 
commands - saving you the trouble of re-typing! 

So why waste time learning a new word 
processor when you can have LocoScript PC? 

LocoScript PC costs £125 +VAT 
LocoLink costs £29.95 +VAT 



m 



i 



If you would like to see how easy it is to 

move to a PC, telephone Katy Buchan on 

(0306) 740606 for the name of your nearest 

Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 

LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 




WIN A 

PC 1640 

COMPETITION 




INTRASET LTD 

Tel: 025 72 76800 (Main office & 24 hr order line) 

Helpdesk 0490 3284 (weekdays 3-4pm) 

Fax your order on 025 72 74753 



MJj^j 




All prices include P&P and VAT. Overseas orders please add £5.00 



CASHMASTER 

HOME AND BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

• Master your own finances CASHMASTER 15 the easiest 
to use, most versatile accounts program yet written. 

• CASHMASTER is suitable lor both small business 
accounts or home finance use. 

We wrote CASHMASTER lor our own use out ol sheer frus- 
tration with the other so called easy to use packages. CASH- 
MASTER allows you to input entries in one easy operation 
and yet allows you to extract the absolute maximum of infor- 
mation in an impressive array of statements and reports: just 
look at its range of features: 

• Easy natural data entry - just like a handwritten ledger 

• Full VAT analysis or omit VAT altogether if you wish. 

• Any amount of ledgers at one lime. 

• No set time penods, span any time period - no one year limit. 

• Reports can be produced over any time span (1 day to 100 years) 

• Up to 100 user definable Class and 20 Accounts Codes. 

• Detailed statements by selected Classes or Accounts. 

• Profit S Loss Statement. 

• Tagging ol enlnes for report selectivity. 

• Entries can be inclusive or exclusive or zero VAT. 

• Automatic repeal ol entries (standing orders etc.) yearly, 
half yearly, quarterly, monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

• Insert entries anywhere in ledger. CASHMASTER aulo- 
matically sorts into date order. 

• Search and lind option on any entry anywhere within ledger 

• Reports can bo output to screen, printer or disk file. 

• Relerence field lor every entry (Invoice no. cheque no. etc.). 

• Split and merge ledgers at any lime. 

• All functions available from main programme screen, 
Class and Accounts codes visible al all limes. 

• FREE pop up running lotal calculator called up with one 
key press. 

CASHMASTER IS THE MOST USER FRIENDLY. POWER- 
FUL AND VERSATILE ACCOUNTS PACKAGE YET ■ YOU 

WONT BE DISAPPOINTED. 
And now available with.. 

CASHMASTER INVOICING & STOCK CONTROL 

• Full customer dala file - easy to lind account records 

• Full stock data file, price lists, re-order lists. 

• Full invoicing wilh user defined messages 

• Full invoice editing, invoice lo & deliver 10 fields. 

• Pre-paid, account or credit note, full VAT facility 

• Settlement, no return & line discounts. 

Stand atone invoicing/slock control or integrates fully with 

CASHMASTER for a FULLY FEATURED 

ACCOUNTS/INVOICING PACKAGE costing less than a 

quarter the price of its rivals. 

CASHMASTER £39.95 

CASHMASTER INVOICING £39.95 

BOTH PROGRAMMES TOGETHER C69.95 



££££ PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO ££££ 

RECESSION? WHAT RECESSION? 

• Make your Micro eaml 

• Whatever make of micro you have you can use it to make 
a good income even if you only nave a couple of hours 
spare each week! 

• This is nol PIE IN THE SKY, MAKE A MILLION BEFORE 
BREAKFAST nonsense bul a Irue report of exactly the 
sort of steps that we ourselves took at INTRASET 

• We have pui together a package of easy, sensible business 
ideas which can easily be used by anyone with any Micro 

• NO COMPUTER EXPERTISE REQUIRED. 

• Earn £££'s from home doing what you en(oy doing - using 
your computer! 

• You probably already have everything you need lo slart earning. 

• Hundreds of potential customers in your area who will 
GLADLY pay lor your services. We tell you how to find Ihem' 

• Part lime or start your own lull lime business. Ideal for 
housewives/husbands, unemployed etc. Very Utile capital 
oullay on projects. 

• Full step by step sixty page book PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO comes complete lor jusl .. 

£14.95 inclusive 



SPECIAL DISK DEAL 



DISK 



£ 
10 



£ 
50 



£ 
100 



3* CF2 (AMSOFT) 
3 1/2 DSDD 
5 1/2 DSDD 



19.00 
6.90 
3.90 



92.50 180.00 
32.00 60.00 

19.00 37.00 



GENUINE HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



POOLSMASTER 

The Football Pools Predictor 

"A LICENCE TO PRINT MONEY* Mr F C Hammond ol Essex 
•WE HAVE WON MANY THOUSANDS" - Mr P E RoOofls ol Dorset 

• Just a couple of the many unsolicited testimonials about 
this truly amazing Football Pools Predictor Programme 
which has consistently astounded us with its accuracy. 
Check out its features: 

• Predicts homes, aways and draws. 

• No fiddly typing In of team names: unique indexing system 
for quick entry of fixtures and results just type in the results 
each week from your usual newspaper and the pro- 
gramme updates itself. 

• Uses scientific formula which is Ihe result of many years 
study of the football pools to give a strike rate which is 
consistently higher than the laws of average. 

• Also has a SEQUENCE PREDICTOR option in addition to 
form Predictions which analyses coupon number 
sequences. This option has astunded us in the past and 
continues to do so 

• Can be used for league and cup matches. Updates season 
alter season. No need lo buy a new copy every season. 

• Send for POOLSMASTER today and increase your 
chances of thai JACKPOT. Comes complete with manual 
and informative Pools Guide 

DISKS AND TAPES C19.95 



• • SPECIAL OFFER •• 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS/TAPES 

POOLSMASTER/PERMMASTER/COURSEMASTER 

& SPOT-THE-BALL ANY 2 PROGRAMMES £37.95. 

ANY THREE PROGRAMMES E49.95. ALL FOUR 

PROGRAMMES E59.95 BUY ANY THREE DISKS 

(OR TWO INCL. COMPENDIUM) AND RECEIVE PROFIT 

FROM YOUR MICRO FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS PROGRAMME 
"UNCANNILY ACCURATE'' - 8000 PLUS MAGAZINE 

• Analyse YOUR handwnting. or your partners, friends etc 
What are Ihey REALLY like! Your handwriting always reveals 
your true nature, slate of health etc. 

• This programme is a must for anyone interested in hand- 
wnting analysis, both expert and beginner alike. 

• The programme will provide an analysis of a subject's 
handwriting ranging from a simple signature analysis to a full 
15 page complete character report. Ideal for prospective 
employers, expenenced graphologists or anyone Interested in 
this fascinating art. 

• All you need is a sample of the subjects handwriting and 
follow the simple on screen instructions. Upon completion 
you are left with an in depth report detailing all aspects of 
your subjects character from career ambition, state ol health 
through to sexual preferences and megalomania 1 

• You may even edit this report using your word processor 
for representation to your subject/client. 

THE GRAPHOLOGIST is a must lor senous business use or 
simply have loads of fun entertaining your friends whilst 
learning the finer aspects of this fascinating subject. 

• COMPLETE WITH MANUAL OF GRAPHOLOGY 

Price £49.95 inc. VAT and P&P 



All programmes available lor IBM/PC & compatibles, all 
Amstrad PC's, Amslrad PCW's. Atari, Amiga, CPC 6128 
(unless otherwise stated). Perm-Master also available lor 
Commodoete 128 disk. Coursemasler and Poolsmaster also 
available lor ail Amslrad CPC's. all Specirums and C64 & 128 



COMPETITION RULES 

Every purchase made qualifies you lo enter our 

compelilion draw. The total value of your purchases will 

determine the prize won. 

There will be one 1 st prize only per draw. 

Spend up to £20.00 - 1st prize ■ a Star LC printer. 

Spend up lo C40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC1512 SDMM 

Spend over £40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC1640 SD colour. 

5 runners up will each win full set of Inlrasel software as 

above. Intraset's decision final on all matters. 

Send SAE for list of winners. 

Draw dates 28.02.91 and 28.09.91 . 



COURSEMASTER 

THE COMPUTER HORSERACING TIPSTER 
PROGRAMME 

I BEAT THE BOOKIE FOR A CHANGE!! 

» RATES ANY RACE using racecard in any dally paper or 
racing paper ■ BOTH FLAT AND JUMPS. Racing paper 
nol required, ordinary daily paper is all you need. 

» Gives clear forecast ol best selection PLUS second and 
third for Tncasls etc and even recommends type ol bel 
Will advise best bet. good longshot or Each Way and even 
when not to bel 

I No more struggling with a calculator to work oul your 
winnings. COURSEMASTER works out your WINNINGS 
on mosl popular types ol bet ie. SINGLES. DOUBLES. 
PATENT. YANKEE. CANADIAN, HEINZ etc 

» MAINTAINS A BANK ACCOUNT • Bel like a PROFES- 
SIONAL! Compare COURSEMASTER'S performance wilh 
your favourite Newspaper tipster. 

t Complete BETTING ADVICE Irom first principles. Even it 
you have never seen Ihe inside ot a betting shop the easy 
lo understand belling guide takes you from the first princi 
pies of betting, types ol bel, staking plans lo helpful advice 
on building a betting bank 

I PLUS the amazing COURSEMASTER SYSTEM BET. 
This superb easy to use betting system regularly provides 
our customers with MAJOR WINS lor small stakes - try it 
and amaze yoursell. Based on sound mathematical princi- 
ples this betling system is based on Permutations and 
seeks to maximise your returns on minimum stakes. TWO 
MAJOR WINS A YEAR IS ALL YOU NEED TO BE IN 
PROFIT. 

I Will even PRINT OUT YOUR BETTING SLIP lor you it 
you have a printer' 

> COMPLETE WITH 20 PAGE BETTING GUIDE AND 
MANUAL 

DISCS AND TAPES £19.95 



PERM-MASTER 

II you enjoy doing the Pools and regularly use perms as we 
at INTRASET LTD. recommend then checking your coupon 
can be a nightmare Have you won or haven't you? Perm- 
Master ends the agony by checking your perm lor you. 
Simply tell it which of your coupon numbers are draws and it 
will do Ihe rest, telling you how many winning lines you have 
Perm-Master comes complete with several of the top perms 
already built in, but II your favounte perm is not there then 
simply create your own using the unique perm editor. 

• Fast and simple to use 

• Unique PERM EDITOR 

• Create your own perm using the Inbuilt perm calculator. 
test your own theories etc. 

• For most block and single line perms 

Price £19.95 



SPOT-THE-BALL 

For all SPOT-THE-BALL fans this programme Is a must, no 
more tiresome counting ol 'x's or messy rubber stamps. Use 
your computer to do your SPOT-THE-BALL coupon 
Just tell your computer where you think Ihe ball is using trie 
screen template supplied. 

Will print out up to 540 micro-tine crosses in your chosen 
shape, or simply tell it to choose at random. 
Learns as it goes - tell it where the ball is every week and 
build up a database ot results to use in SPOT-THE-BALL's 
sequence predictor option. 

Works with any Epson compatible dot matrix printer or build 
your own printer driver using the on screen option 
• LET SPOT-THE-BALL fill in YOUR COUPON this week 
SPOT-THE-BALL £17.95 



INTEREST FREE CREDIT TERMS 

Spend over £80 and spread the cost at no extra 
charge! (Cheque purchases over £80 only). Simply 
divide your order by 4 and send us four cheques 
each with your name and address and cheque guar- 
antee card number on Ihe back. Date the first 
cheque with today's date and post-dale each of the 
other cheques by one month i.e. 1.5.91, 1.6.91 etc. 
We will then hold each cheque until it is due. 



HOW TO ORDER: CHEQUES, P.O.'S TO: INTRASET LTD (DEPT. 8K) 

FREEPOST 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE. CLAYTON-LE-WOODS. CHORLEY, LANCS. PR6 7BR 

OR PHONE/FAX AS ABOVE FOR LIGHTNING FAST SERVICE. 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT/CHARGE CARDS. 

SEND SAE FOR FREE SOFTWARE CATALOGUE 



Protext Tutorial _ 



Topping and Tailing 



This month, Martin Le Poidevin explains how you can put text at the top and 
bottom of every page you write - with the help of Pretext's headers and footers 




One of the great advantages that a 
word processor gives you over 
a typewriter is that the effect of 
a single command can last for 
literally pages - if necessary, for the 
whole document. Once the command is 
issued the computer will remember it. 
and you can be sure that it will 
automatically carry out your wishes. 

One of the best examples of this is 
the header and footer text. Headers and 
footers are 'word processing-speak' for 
bits of text that go at the top and bottom 
of every page of text. They often go 
unremarked, but can add a touch of 
professional excellence to almost any 
document, even one that is only a page 
long. We use footers and headers in this 
magazine. The word 'Protext' at the top 
of this page is a 'header' - the words 
change for each article, but the position 
remains the same - and the dale and 
page number at the bottom is a footer. 

All word processors have the ability 
to put text at the top and bottom of the 
page, page after page. In LocoScript. 
you will remember, you have to access 
the special screen via the menus to set 
this up. Not so in Protext. Because 
Protext is a command driven processor, 
the effect is achieved without ever 
leaving the editing screen. 

We have already seen on several 
occasions how to issue a command in 
Protext by using the > prompt, followed 
by an abbreviation of the command. 
Often we've had to add some further 
information to qualify the command (for 
instance, >PL 22 makes the page 22 
lines long). 

Top of the form 

For a header, though, the extra 
information the computer needs is not a 
number, but text - the text of the header 
itself. Thus if we wish to have 
"Mindboggling Feats" at the lop of 
every page, the command we need to 
put (it must come on a new line at the 
left-hand side of the page) is >HE 
Mindboggling Feats. Notice that there 
must always be a space between the 
command and the text to be used, and 
that the text itself can only use one line. 
Header texts can be enhanced with 
embedded codes, such as bold, italic and 
underlining. You also have the option of 
giving the header more room to itself, 
and enhancing it by that means. Unless 
you tell it otherwise. Protext allows two 
lines for headers, and two for footers. 
The text goes in the first line, and the 



second line is blank. If, however, you 
wish to leave two lines blank, there is a 
command that will allow you to do that 
- >HM (header margin) followed 
by a number. 

If you want to leave two lines free, 
the number to follow the command is 3 
(2 blank lines plus the text): if you want 
no blank lines, then the command 
number is 1. All these extra lines will 
naturally affect the amount of space 
available for your text. They will not 
affect the page length (set by the >PL 
command, and modified by the top and 
bottom margins that we dealt with last 
month), but they will affect the number 
of lines you have for your freely written 
text. There is no need for you to worry 
about this, though. The computer will 
happily adapt all its page breaks to 
accommodate the extra lines. 

All this applies to footers as well as 
to headers. The commands in this case 
are >FO (to define and turn on the 
footer) and >FM to set the footer 
margin. If you are calculating page 
lengths don't forget to account for both 
the header and footer sizes. 

Paging Doctor Protext 

The classic application for either footers 
or headers is in page numbering. With 
Protext you can easily set up your 
computer to number consecutive pages, 
and to print those numbers on the page. 
There is no special command which 
produces the actual page numbers. All 
you have to do is include a % in the 
footer or header. 

How the page number is presented 
is up to you. You can leave it on its own 
at the bottom (or top) of the page, or you 
can embed it in text in order to highlight 
it. - % -. page: % or "This is page 
number % of my most magnificent 
document" are all possible texts. And 
don't worry that to you and me it just 
looks like a percentage sign. Protext 
knows what you mean, and will convert 
the signs to page numbers at the printing 
stage. A quick glance at the display at 
the lop of your screen should assure you 
that Protext knows exactly where its 
pages begin and end. 

That, then, is the plain theory of 
headers and footers. In practice, though, 
there are many further niceties that can 
be employed. The best way of 
examining these is in the context of a 
document, in which we can not only see 
the commands in action, but also the 
reason for issuins them. 



Our document is a member of a species 
that can never be presented well enough 
- the manual. There are four (short) 
pages, which are going to bound in 
facing pages, as in a book - ie, page 1 
will be a left hand page, page 2 a right 
hand page, and so on. 

First we have to tell Protext about 
the page size, which will be 20 lines 
long, and 55 characters wide. We inform 
it of this with two commands we used 
last month - the ruler command > R and 
the page length command >PL. We 
want to make sure now that our header - 
which is going to be the name of our 
product - is going to be given 
sufficient space at the top of each page - 
so we issue the header margin 
command >HM 3. 

Now the clever bit starts. Headers 
and footers in books rarely come in the 
middle of the page. More often than not 
they are offset to the edge of the page - 
which edge depends on which side of 
the book the page is. For instance, if you 
have a header on the outside edge (ie the 
top left hand comer) of the left hand 
page, you will almost certainly want to 
balance it with one on the outside edge 
(ie the top right hand corner) of the right 
hand side page. Again 8000 Plus >• 



How much? 

Protext is available 
from Arnor, priced 
at £59.95. Arnor are 
at 611 Lincoln Road. 
Peterborough 
PE1 3HA, telephone 
0733 68909. 



Hints & Tips 

To get jour header 
or footer centred on 
the page you can try 
the following ploy - 
first issue the 
command ">CE" 
followed by the text. 
Now erase the "CE" 
and replace it with 
"HE" or "FO". 
Your header text 
should remain 
centred. 






rant*! injcwrpTH jriuiexaum 
Page 1 Line i Col I 



>m 3f 

10H JThe MK&> 

>F0 

t 



0OHII9 UI. 

Ho r.hmn set 



-HL1-T1 HIT nTI7 

Insert 



Jibe HUC&> 



Die HUC is a nen package (roo Hot Hater Softmre, 
vhicb scales neu heights in PCH user-friendliness, by 



Please read this nanuai carefully before attempting to 

)CE install sour NIK. •> 

>PAt> 

Contents* 
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The first part of the document as It appears on screen. Notice that both 
page two and three finish with the >PA command line 
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I mm will appear, uitli a number of options. Nothing 
too difficult* 

tilk/no m Ik; sugar/no sugar; shaken/stirred* 
I 

'hen you've told the computer all your troubles, simply 
it the IEXIII key to «.uit NIK* 



Page four of the manual. There are no command lines here - everything 
is remembered by Protext from the top of the document 
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Ihe MUG is a new package irora Hat Water Soltware, 
which scales new heights In PCV user-lrlendilness. by 
allowing your computer to Join you In o cup oi coilee. 
Just add hot water, pull up a chair, and your computer 
becomes lar more than a tool - It becomes your friend. 

Please read this manual carefully before attempting to 
Install your MUG. 





Toe HUG 


Contents: 

The package consists ol : 

ONE ceramic cor.tainei , with handle. 

ONE "Bright and Breezy" Start ol bay bise 

ONE PCV/Coilee Interlace 

OBE RS235 Teaspoon 

The pocket version omits the RSi35 teaspoon. 




- 2 - 





These four examples show how the pages come out ol the printer. This is page 
one, with the header on the left, but the footer centralised 



Page two faces page one, and so has its header printed on the right hand side. 
The footer, though, is still centralised 






- 3 - 



Getting up and running: 

From the CP/M "A>" prompt type "MUG". 

A menu will appear, with a number ol options. Nothing 

too dllllculti 

Milk/no milk; sugar/no sugar: shaken/stirred. 

Vhen you've told the computer all your troubles, simply 
hit the I EXIT] key to quit MUG. 



Page three is blank, except for the number. If you are going to use some of the 
special printing options, it is occasionally necessary to use blank pages 



The finishing touch, with the header re^nabled and on the correct side of the 
page, too. All in all, a neat looking manual for a neat little productl 



Code comfort 

Printing a document 
out can often seem 
inconvenient, if not 
impossible. Bui 
what if you want to 
check lhai your 
printed document is 
going to look correct 
when all the 
commands on 
screen are taken 
out? The answer is 
simple. You will 
have to leave the 
editing screen by 
pressing [STOP], 
and at the prompt, 
type 'PRINT' or 
'PS' followed by 
[RETURN], and 
then follow the 
instructions. Your 
pages will scroll past 
you roughly as they 
will appear on paper 
(but without bold, 
italics and so on). To 
stop scrolling, press 
[STOP]; to start 
again, press the 
spacebar, and to 
stop for good, press 
[STOP] again. 
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provides an ideal example of this. Since 
the position of the header (ie the spaces 
before the actual letters) is considered as 
part of the text, this means that you 
need two headers which alternate. 

Luckily, in Protext you do not have 
to redefine the header al the start of each 
page. Instead, you are allowed to define 
ihe two alternating texts al the start of 
the document, and the program will 
automatically put ihe correct one at the 
top of each page. 

The process by which Protext 
alternates the headers is linked to the 
page numbering - header 1 (although 
we are using headers this applies 
equally to footers) applies to the odd 
pages, header 2 to to the even pages. 

In our document page one (and 
subsequent odd-numbered pages) will 
be on the left; page 2 and subsequent 
even pages on the right. Your particular 
document may be different, of course. 
You may. for instance, have your first 
page on its own at the very front of the 
document (just like the front cover of 
this magazine), so that odd pages will be 
on the right. It is a good idea to do a 
quick mock-up of the finished document 
to check which pages are where. 

Putting on the bits 

For our manual we want the headers to 
be on the outside edge of each page, 
which means that for the odd pages they 
will be on the left. Our text is going to 
be simply "The MUG", with no spaces 
in front of it. To tell Protext that this 
header is to be used only on odd- 
numbered pages the command is >OH. 
Likewise, for even pages the command 
is >EH, followed by the text. In this 
case the even pages* text is "The 
MUG", pushed over to the right-hand 
side of the screen (you will have to 



position it using the space bar). If you 
want the header and the footer to appear 
on the first page as well, make sure it is 
not preceded by a carriage return. 
Notice that we are also using the 
embedded code [ALT][X|[B] which 
will embolden the text of the header 
each time it appears. 

When positioning text, do not forget 
that the command occupies four 
character positions at the left hand side 
of your screen whilst editing, but they 
will not be there when the document is 
printed. Therefore you must actually put 
your header/footer four columns further 
to the right than you actually want them 
to appear. The best way to make sure of 
the result in an important document is to 
do a little experimentation. 

Footers follow the same rules as 
headers for their odd and even pages, 
and the commands are the ones you 
would logically expect - >OF and >EF 
respectively. For our document, though, 
we will only use one footer text, which 
will be the page number, and which we 
will put in the centre of the bottom line 
of each page. To add interest we will 
put a dash before and after the number. 
The command then becomes >FO with 
- % - placed in the centre of the 
line, again allowing four spaces for 
the command. 

So now we have now set the 
headers and footers for the whole 
document. Unless otherwise ordered. 
Protext will merrily go on putting them 
at the lop and bottom of the relevant 
pages, incrementing the page numbers 
as it goes. 

However, there may be some pages 
on which you do not want the header. 
This might occur at the start of a 
chapter, or on a page devoted to graphs 
or illustrations. For instance, page 3 of 



our document is going to be a picture of 
the product. We want the page number, 
but nothing else. So we need to suppress 
the header. The command for this is 
>HE OFF. We issue that at the start of 
the third page. If it had been the footer 
we wanted to suppress, the command 
would have been >FO OFF. 

Now we have to indicate to Protext 
that the page has nothing on it. We 
could do this by filling it with returns, 
but this always carries the danger of 
miscalculation, with the result that blank 
lines appear at the top of the next page. 
The best way of avoiding this is through 
the >PA command. Although usually 
referred to as the "New Page" 
command, it is not quite that - it does 
not immediately start a new page, but 
pads out the old page to its full length 
with blanks, and adds the footer before 
moving on. 

The >PA command is exactly what 
we want here. The only danger is that if 
there is absolutely nothing on the page - 
no header, no text - Protext will decide 
that the page is unnecessary, and omit it 
altogether, so that what we had intended 
to be page 4 would become page 3. To 
avoid this, we need something on that 
page, even if it is only a carriage return. 
Put that in and the page will be printed 
completely blank, except for the number 
at the bottom. There is also a >PA 
command at the end of page 2. to keep 
things neat. 

Having turned the header off for 
page 3. we now need to turn it back on 
again for page 4. The command is >HE 
ON; the corresponding footer command 
being >FO ON. 

All you need to know now. is how 
to print those professional looking 
documents out - a task which we will be 
tackling in next month's tutorial. • 




BULK BUYERS SPECIAL PRICES 

50 ,ft7„-, 100 c-|fiCl o , 
DISKS CO f .47 DISKS CI V9.97 



PCW PRINTER 
RIBBONS 



SPECIAL OFFER 
BUY 10- GET 1 FREE 

(NO MIXED ORDERS) 

GENUINE AMSTRAD 





FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTRIKE 


PCW8 


[4.80 


'-'4.80 


PCW9 


- 


c2.99 


MINIMUM ORDER - 2 RIB80NS UNLESS 
ORDERED WITH OTHER ITEMS 


QUALITY COMPATIBLES 




FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTRIKE 


PCW8 


1 2.99 


e2.m 


PCW9 


c2.29 


'.2.29 



MINIMUM ORDER - 5 RIBBONS UNLESS 
ORDERED WITH OTHER ITEMS 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEADfor3- drives 



• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 



4.95 



DUST COVERS 



HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 
PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES E 7.95 

PCW 9 SERIES £ 7.95 

PCW 9 SERIES 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION E 8.95 



LISTING PAPER 



11" x 9'/2" 60gsm _ g± — 

1000 SHEETS £/i30 



£14.95 



2000 SHEETS 

(PLEASE ADD £4.00 TOWARDS DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDER 
WITH OTHER ITEMS. THEN DELIVERY IS CI 50. 



©TDK DISKS 



Best quality disks in the world 

for 3.5" and 5.25" drives. 

TDK 5.25" DS £ 6.79 

TDK 5.25" HD £ 11.39 

TDK 3.25" DS E 11.39 

TDK 5.25" HD . e 21.74 

All prices are per box of 10 disks. 



FOREIGN PR1NTWHEELS 

AVAILABLE CALL FOR PRICES 

AND DELIVERY 



SHEET FEEDER 



AMSTRAD AUTOMATIC 

SHEET FEEDER FOR PCW 

9512 -SAVES TIME AND 

MONEY SPECIAL 7Q 
price il cl.95 



PCW INTERFACE 



Genuine Amstrad RS232 
Centronics Interface. Allows 
you to connect a PCW8 series 
or PCW9 series to any printer or 
modem (cables extra). 

SPECIAL PRICE 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



• High impact resistant, anti- 
static plastic construction with 
inset smoked lid panels. 

• Hinged lid with key operated 
security lock. 

• Stepped base for easy disk 
selection with a capacity 
for fifteen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased. 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3 
uncased disks 

• Redesigned throughout and 
now attractively finished in grey. 

ONLY 




TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PR0FESSI0NAL....E26.50 
D.T.P. 

MICRO DESIGN 2 E45.95 

CRASH COURSE TYPING E1 7.95 

ULTIMATE SUMS E1 0.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £1 0.95 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME £12.95 

LEISURE 

TIME AND MAGIK £10.95 

TOMAHAWK £1 3.95 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 El 2.95 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 „ „£1 3.50 

SCAPEGH0ST £13.50 

HOME ENTERTAIMENT CENTRE .£14.95 
WORLD OF SOCCER £12.95 



WORD PROCESSING 

PROTECT - £39.95 

L0C0SCRIPT2 £26.95 

LOCOSPELL £22.95 

LOCOMAIL £26.95 

LOC0F0NT(Sets 1 & 2) £26.95 

LOCOSCRIPT 2.L0C0SPELL £35.95 

LOCOFILE _ £30.95 

SPREADSHEETS 

CRACKER II TURBO .£40.95 

DATABASES 

MASTERFIELD 8000 £32.95 

LOCOFILE £30.95 

ACCOUNTS 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS £81.95 

MONEY MANAGER £33.95 



*%,. 24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE 0509 610444 t'f>\ 



*FREE 

DELIVERY 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £15 
(EXCEPT PAPER) 




» 



ON ORDERS BELOW 
£15 PLEASE ADD £1.50 
TOWARDS POSTAGE 
AND PACKING ^—^ 

Oft 



SPEEDY 
DELIVERY 

FOR ONLY £7.95. YOUR ORDER 

CAN BE DELIVERED TO YOU NEXT 

WEEK DAY GUARANTEED BEFORE 1.00pm 

(ORDER MUST BE PLACED BEFORE 3 30PMI 






Ccwrptimart 

COMPUMARI LIMITED, FREEPOST [80 • I 

JUBILEE DRIVE. LOUGHBOROUGH. LEIC5 LEI I OBR 

TEL 05O9 610444 FAX: 0509 610235 



SJk THE WEST OF BRITAIN 

\%^-3 YOU MUST ADD VA.T. TO OUR PRICES 



AMSTRAD PCWs 



With FREE WBBS Lid Disc containing a DATABASE. GRAPHS PACK. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and GAMES: PLUS a FULLY FEATURED 
evaluation copy ol Ihe excellent & easy to use "SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II" byCORNiX 
SOFTWARE. CORNIX software is amongst the best British software available ■ a GREAT offer 
And there's more 1 • Simply inform us of the number of our Invoice showing your purchase ol 
your Amstrad and we will give you £5.00 off a REELTIME course!! 

PCW8256 - Green screen, single drive. 256k Ram Please phone for new lower prices. 

PCW8512 - Green screen, twin dnve, 512k Ram. 2nd drive high density. £434 00 

PCW951 2 * Black and white screen, single high density drive. Daisywheel £465.00 



PCW STARTER PACKS - ALL TOGETHER MOW 



10 x CF2 3" discs / one of which will be our 
free gift pack disc - see above /3" - 3.5" 
locking disc box * 2000 sheets listing paper 
(11" x9.5") 3 printer ribbons /drive cleaner & 
dust covers ALL FOR THE BUNDLED 
PRICE OF £59.00 



State machine type when ordering & 
state fabric or carbon ribbons 



Chansins to an IBM COMPATIBLE??? 

Contact us re prices and specification on 
the following (and more!): 
AMSTRAD - Entire range. 
OSICOM - 286/386 (the machines we use) 
SANYO - not the cheapest but excellent 
TANDON - innovative range - excellent. 
OLIVETTI, SAMSUNG, CAMBRIDGE, etc etc 

— LINK YOUR PCW TO A PCI "' 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use 
your PCW as a workstation? Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PC5PC! 



OUR GUARANTEE 

is a bit special. If any computer or printer 
bought from us (without on-site 
maintenance being offered! goes wrong 
under warranty we will collect repair and 
return at our cost. 

aii you have to do is telephone! 



Memory Upgrade - for PCW8256. £17 30 
256k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that of the 8512. Recommended for use 
with Locospell and Microdesign II. Very 
easy to fit - full instructions included. 

3.5" DISC DRIVE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW.. 

For use either on the PCW8256 or 9512 
but not 8512 (external only) ... £69.00 
File conversion software for PC £26.00 



PACE • 5.25" 2nd drive with its own built in 
Interface & power supply - TDOS software 
allows data transfer from PCW/PC/PCW! 
Very easy to fit. Also works as fully 
functional 2nd CP/M or LOCOSCRIPT 
drive £115.50 



"• AMSTRAD PCW 9512 SHOULDER BAG " 
Now you can have your own portable 
(well sort of) and take your trusty 
PCW9512 everywhere JUST £19.00 



S.C.A. THE CREAM OF THE CROP! 

THE RamPac that supercharges your 
PCW! Just plugs onto expansion port to 
provide extra area of RAM. Through 
connector allows continued use of other 
peripherals - Locomotive tested! 

512k RamPac £99.00 

768k RamPac £119.00 

1 5Mb RamPac £199.00 

RS232 SERIAL/PARALLEL INTERFACES 

With Real Time Clock £50.00 

Without Real Time Clock £41.70 



PCW HARD DISCS FOR THE EASY LIFE! 



Diamond 20Mb PCW Hard Disc £379.00 

Diamond 32Mb PCW Hard Disc £459.00 

Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Disc £539.00 

THE ABOVE RANGE CAN BE SHARED BY 
MULTIPLE PCW'S - DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
• NEW " NEW " NEW " NEW ■ NEW ■ NEW " 
The NEW HardPak • no bigger than an 
RS232 interface - lits in same way. 

HardPak 20Mb hard disc £494.00 

HardPak 40Mb hard disc £594.00 

No cables-no messing-just brilliant! 

AND THAT'S NOT ALL THAT'S NEW! 

NEW SPRINTER : Makes your PCW nearly 

2.5 times as fast! Not compatible with other 

Ram packs unfortunately. 

SPRINTER: £77.00 

SPRINTER: with 256k of Ram £106.00 

SPRINTER, with 512k of Ram £135.00 

SPRINTER with 768k of Ram £164.00 

SPRINTER: with 1Mb of Ram £193.00 

SCA'S NEW VORTEX HARD DISC RANGE 

20Mb Hard disc unit P.O.A. 

30Mb with Locoscript/Flle P.O.A. 

40Mb with Locoscript/Flle P.O.A 

60Mb with Locoscript/Flle P.O.A. 

Optional extra -512k ram P.O.A. 

MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000PCW, complete with Integral PCW 

interface & connecting lead! £1 47.80 

PACE MODEMS 

Linnett-lntelligent, V21/V23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW Interface £13.90 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £62.50 



BBD Dust Cover Sets - simply the best 

PCW8256/8512 - 3 piece grey £10.40 

PCW9512 3 piece Ivory £12.13 

Pace 5.25" disc drive cover £5.00 



SUNDRIES 

Printer stand - any width - rugged ....£14.75 

Printer cleaning kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mat £4.35 

'Margin Maker - aligns paper £9.90 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 
computer or other equipment against 

power surges (we use them) £10.25 

3" Disc head cleaner .£5.00 

A4 copy holder with desk clamp ..£1930 
Metal keyboard bridge stand £19.00 



DISCS AT SPECIAL PRICES! 




CF2 


3"Amsoft PCW/CPCx 5 £10.50 






Amsott 


x10 £17 20 






Amsoft 


x20 £34 10 






Amsoft 


X30 £50.70 






Amsoft 


x40 £67.00 






Amsoft 


x50 £82.50 




CF2 


3" Maxell PCW/CPCx 5 £10.00 






Maxell 


x10 £16.00 






Maxell 


X20 £31.80 






Maxell 


X30 £47.70 






Maxell 


x40 £63.60 






Maxell 


.50 . £78 00 




Maxell individually cased discs are available - 




please 'phone for prices 






5.25 


Bulk-Unbranded 


X25 £10.45 




5.25 


3M Brand 


x10 £9.80 




3.5" 


3ulk-Unbranded 


X10 £8.50 




3.5" 


3M Brand 


X10 £12.80 





RIBBON RE-INK / DO IT 
YOURSELF II! 

NEW OUT - 'RIBBON RE-INK' contains no 
propellant. A black re-inkmg spray suitable for 
most fabric ribbon types. Now more 

environment friendly! £11.00 

RIBBON REFRESH - last lew left £8.80 

DISC STORAGE BOXES 

AMS10(Ams br'd) holds 10 £6.00 

DS40L 373.5' - lockable £8.50 

DS550L 5.25- (holds 50) lockable ..£8.50 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8256/8512 - dot matrix printer: 

FABRIC (14m length) x 2 £650 

xlO £29.25 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

PCW 9512 - daisywheel printer: 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

FABRIC TYPE x 2 £6.00 

xlO £27.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8000 Fabric or Carbon x2 £13.00 

PCW951 2 Fabric or Carbon x2 £13.00 

PCW8256/8512 COLOUR RIBBONS 
Phone for availability x 2 . £1 1 80 

SMALL SELECTION OF OTHER PRINT RIBBONS 

CITIZEN Swift 24 x2 £9.00 

Swift 24 Colour x2 £29.00 

120D x2 £7 00 

HQP40 x2 £15.60 

HQP40 Colour x2 £39.00 

HQP45 x2 £20.80 

AMSTRAD DMP 2000/3000 x 2 £7.90 

LQ3500 x2 £13 50 

LQ5000 x2 £17.50 

STAR LC10 x2 £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £7 10 

EPSON LQ400 x2 £11.50 

LQ500 x2 £1180 

We supply exactly what you order - please make 
sure that what you are ordering is going to be 
right for you 1 We do not sell goods on approval 

COMPUTER PAPER 
1 1" x 9.5" Continuous Listing:- 

SP/05 1 sheet thick- 500 sheets £9.80 

SP/10 1 sheet thick- 1000 sheets . .£11 30 

SP/201 sheet thick -2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 sheets carbonless - 500 £15.60 

DP/10 2 sheets carbonless - 1000 ..£24.30 
11 " x 1 4" Continuous (wide carriage):- 

1 sheetthick- 500sheets £9.00 

1 sheet thick -1000 sheets £15.75 

1 sheet thick - 2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Continuous:- 

Plain white/micro pert x 500 £13.90 

Plain white/micro perfx 1000 £19.95 

Plain white/micro perfx 2000 £33.50 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 500 £8.25 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 1000 £13.75 

A4 - Single sheets - blue x 1000 £17.75 

LABELS - with sprocket holes:- 

Onewide31/2W7/l6 - - 500 £9.95 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" - 1000 £13.75 

One wide 3 1/2'xl 7/16" -2000 £22.50 

One wide 3 1/2"x1 7/16" -4000 £42.50 



NEW OUT - A PCW 102 KEY 
KEYBOARD!!! 



Simply unplug your existing keyboard plug 

this one in and start typing! 

Excellent quality and feel £93.00 



AMSTRAD PCW SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN II - the new version 
Well worth waiting fo- . £62.00 

FLIPPER II PLUS (not for 8256) . . ..£26 00 



WORDPROC ESSING 
(see also Books below) 



PROTEXT - THE FUU SYSTEM-. .. £32.90 
includes a very fast wordprocessor plus 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in itself. The latest version 

PRO-EAZE - needs Protext to run . £ 1 5 00 
a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protext users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts/ 
delivery notes etc All can be customised 
and carry out calculations automatically 
Ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 



It is always important to state the type of 
PCW you own when you order! 



LocoScriptll £2170 

LocoCombo-LocoScnpt II & Spell. X27.00 

LocoMail & File-for which PCW? £33.70 

LocoFile - state which PCW used... £22 65 
New Thesaurus-use with LocoFile. ...£12.80 
LocoMail - use with Locoscript II ...£21 .00 
LocoSpeli - use with Locoscript II £18.20 
LocoFont Disc (contains old LocoFont 1 5. 

LocoFont2) £22 80 

LocoScript II & LocoFile £24.95 

always state the type of PCW you use. 
OTHER LOCOMOTIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Digita 'E' Type-typewriter emul £24.15 

MASS. Easy Labeller - excellent. . £2100 
More than a simple labeller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets 
INTEGRATED PACKS & SPREADSHEETS 

Mini Office Pro-Integrated pack £25.87 

Cracker II Turbo - Spreadsheet £32 00 

Supercalc II - Spreadsheet £34 00 

DATABASES 

Cornix Card Index - easy to use £2590 

Masterfile 8000-best general buy ... £28.00 

dBase II - very powerful £4200 

Prodata - for Protext users £47.45 

Digita Datastore II £23.40 

Camsoft Cambase £45.00 

SEE LOCOFILE IN WORDPROCESSING 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

Contact us for dictating machines, 
telephones, typewriters, shredders, 
photocopiers, computer furniture, video 
recorders, lax machines, pens in bulk, in 
fact office equipment and office supplies 
of all types! eg... 

Fellows Personal Shredder 50 £129.00 

Fellows Personal Shredder 30 £99.00 

Fellows Powershred 910 £2955.00 

also see next page 



BOOKS ARE ZERO RATED SO DO NOT ADD VAT: LARGER BOOK LIST AVAILABLE 



Locoscnpt II user guide £19.95 

Locomall user guide £19.95 

Locospell user guide £14.95 

Locolile user guide £19.95 

Mallard Basic manual lor PCW £9.95 

Protext. a PCW users guide £9.95 

Successful credit control £17.95 

Computers and the law £22.50 

Directors personal liability £19.50 

Sharpbenders - unleash potential £25.00 



Moving into management £8.95 

The small business handbook £9.95 

Strategic management/small Bus £17.50 

Working with dBase II £10.95 

Supercalc prompt: Supercalc 3 £9.95 

Supercalc Training Manual ..£12.95 

Locoscript ll/Mail/Spell/File £10.95 

Introducing C £12.95 

Data protection code of practice £12.95 

Using the Amstrad PCW Word Pro £9.95 



IF ONLY ORDERING ONE BOOK PLEASE ADD £2.00 (PLUS VAT) TO COVER 
CARRIAGE... 



To place an order by telephone we will need to know the following: 



1. Today's date. 

2. Your name and address. 

3. Your telephone number in case of problems. 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert. 



5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

6. The expiry date of the card, 
and lastly: 

7. The item(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 
exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 



Please make Cheques/P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S. Ltd." 



BUSINESS SERVICE 

iote - we have moved our Sales and Despatch departments to new premises 
All enquiries should now be directed to this address. 



1 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES FOR THE PCW 



If you are unsure which package you need for your business please do not hesitate to 
telephone us and we will listen to your needs and describe the various packages to you in clear 
largoniess terms - but leave you to decide. 



A UNIQUE OFFER FROM CORNIX SOFTWARE ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM W.B.B.S.' LTD! 



Comix have a reputation to live up to a reputation they are justly proud Of, We at West ol Britain 
are equally proud to have been chosen to act as the sole distributor lor their bundled pack (to 
be known as CORNIX CONTRACTOR). This is one special oiler you just cannot afford to miss 
II you are running a business. CORNIX CONTACTOR consists ol their top two titles sold 
together in one pack at a VERY REDUCED PRICE. The rrp lor the two individual packs is 
£149.85 (Inc. VAT) but we are offering CONTRACTOR lor |ust £69.00 plus VAT making £79.35 
all ml! ■" This represents a saving ot £70.50 on the rrp! *" net price just £69.00 

'The essential PCW accounts package for the small business' 8000 Plus Jan '9V - you are able 
to predict accurately just how much outlay you expect for a job taking materials and labour into 
account, and what you should be expecting in return.' 'It could be your passport to multi-national 
status!' 8000 Plus Jan 91 

CORNIX TITLES • EACH IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN. 

Simple Accounts II £46.00 Job Estimating £48.50 

Invoicing £36.90 Product Costing £48.50 

" SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER " Buy contactor and get a copy of CARD INDEX (database) for 
|ust £17 50 plus VAT (rrp £34.95 mc) What ARE you waiting for?" 



CONNECT SYSTEMS - 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

Money Manager PCW 

Great value! £28.25 

This Is the very latest version from the 
Conned stables - a top seller. 



D.R.S. Total Accounting £58.00 

please contact us for details 
Mendian Stockmarket II £5500 



COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

We use Compact for our own accounts 
system. The best is on the PCWI 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS call lor prices 

Sales/Purchase/Nominal Ledgers plus 
Invoicing/Report Wnter & Interfacer 

COMPACT ACCOUNT PLUS P.O.A. 

As above plus Stock Control & Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE ACCOUNTS. P.O.A. 

This new bundle provides everything you 

need to run a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Instock _ £65.00 

Intact £65.00 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Diner Restaurent/Take Away a/c £52.13 

Homeview: Estate Agents prog. . £169.95 
Newsboy: Newspaper Deliveries ...£58.13 
Re-Chord- Music library prog. .£26.04 



HiSoft Software 



HiSoft Pascal 80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoft C £33.85 

Very popular integar C compiler. 

HiSoft Devpac80 £33.85 

Version 2 - very compact. 

FTL Modula - 2 £36.80 

Complete Modula - 2 development. 

FTL Editor Toolkit £29.00 

Complete Modula - 2 source to editor. 

FTLAPK £29.00 

Contains an enhanced linker, overlay, 
manager and redundant code remover 

Nevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL 

HiSoft FORTH £17 35 

Easy to use FORTH - very fast. 

Knife Plus £17.35 

The complete disc recovery system 

with selector copier and build-file 

option. Essential utility for PCW 



MICRO SIMPLEX 

MICRO SIMPLEX A/Cs & VAT MADE SIMPLE 
Particularly suited to shop-keepers as will 
cope with Retailers VAT schemes A, B, C, 
D, E, F, G, H&J & Pharmacy Scheme B. Also 
suited to any small business used to 
keeping its books weekly. £99.00 

MICRO SIMPLEX PUB STOCK £99.00 

SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts £54.00 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.00 

Popular Invoicing £40.00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

PSIL - Integrated Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purchase & Nominal ledgers £149.00 

PSPN - Int. Sales/PurchVNom £89.00 

PPAY- Payroll £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

Other Map ledgers mostly at £39.00 

DIGITA 

Business Controller £44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 



DIGITA SYSTEM 3 



£29.80 



STOCK CONTROL 

INVOICING/SALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a lull accounts pack but rather a suite of 

3 separate 'tools' 



ARNOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMII £39.00 

Complete CP/M machine code 
development system. 

•C £27.21 

Complete C development system. 

BCPL £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language. 



PLEASE NOTE: THIS ADVERT 
CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF 
OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see Not only 
but also'). WE NOW HAVE A FULL COLOUR 
CATALOGUE - 1000's OF LINES OF 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES (useful 
in the home too!) 576 PAGES FOR JUST 
£5.00 (INC VAT). 



PCW 9512 AUTOMATIC SHEET-FEEDER. POA 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING - DESIGN — GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II - A revolution in desktop publishing on the Amstrad PCW! 



£33.00 



RUNS ON the PCW8256/8612/9512 (the 9512 needs a dot matrix printer to print). The 
manual is comprehensive, immensely Iriendly, and will lead you where you want to go' (New 
Computer Express) - and its 150 pages long. IMPORT FILES Irom Locoscript 2. Protext, 
Wordstar. Masterscan, Stop Press and other PCW software. 

" TEXT EDITING : TYPESETTING : FONT DESIGN : GRAPHICS : DIAGRAMS : LOGOS " 
' The Rolls Royce of PCW desktop publishing.' (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 



NEW FROM THE PRODUCERS Of MICRODESIGN II - PROSCAN - A HAND SCANNER FOR THE PCWI 



ProScan - Irom CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY. A bnlliant new triumph Irom the makers ot Micro 
Design II. 'Excellent quality, Easy to use. Cheap.' 8000 Plus Magazines verdict - scoring 20 
out of a possible 2011! First CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY brought you the software & now the 
hardware to turn the PCW Into a serious dtp machine 
THIS NEW SCANNER IS SO GOOD THAT YOU MUST SEND FOR DETAILS! £155.60 



MicroDesign 
MicroDesign II 



- Kempston mouse & Interlace (includes Jeeves & Daatafax) £79.00 

y Logltech/AMX type Mouse S Interlace (with through port) £68.00 



Stop Press + Mouse & Interlace £60.70 

Stop Press - Software only £28.50 

Desktop Publisher & Mouse £51.99 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack (scan and painl) £54.60 

Master Scan not for professional use. 



Logitech/ AMX type Mouse * Intfce ..£41.30 
Kempston Mouse + Interface £52.00 



PCW DRAW - at last a professiona 
drafting program lor the PCW £33.00 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS WHAT YOU WANT!!! 

SORRY BUT WE 00 NOT SELL ON APPROVAL 



EDUCATIONAL AND FUN! 



BOURNE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11 .99 

World Wise £11.99 

two really excellent packs! 

TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (maths adv. 9-16 yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor (UK Economy sim) .£12 85 

lANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

Two Fingers to Touch Typing £15.60 

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French, German, Spanish & Italian - very, 
very flexible courses - each just £13.75 

APEX BUSINESS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French/German/Spanish each at £29.00 

D.G.C. EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 4-8 years £12.90 

Crossgrid (crossword puzzles) £12.90 

Schools Out (5 games) £12.90 

Ultimate Quiz £12.90 

Sums £12.90 

LCL - IF YOU WISH TO STUDY SERIOUSLY 

LCL Micro Maths 8yrs to adult £19.90 

LCL Micro English 8 to adult £19.90 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 8 to adult £12.90 

Magic Maths - age 4-8 years £12 90 

Maths Mania - age 8-12 years £12.90 

Better Maths - age 12-16 years £12.90 

Physics, Chemistry or Biology 
age 12-16 years i EACH AT £16.00 



PCW LEISURE 



— GET RICH QUICK PERHAPS? •" 

PRO-PUNTER (racing bet aid) £39.00 

PRO-POOLS (forecasting aid) ....£34.60 

Although designed as forecasting aids we 
cannot guarantee results with the above or 
with the Intraset range! 1 



REELTIME 

Top quality training courses on disc with 
instructor on audio tape 


RT-LocoScnpt II 
RT-LocoScnpt 
RT-LocoScnpt II 
RT-CP/M - use ) 
RT-SuperCalc II 

RT-dBASEII 

DESIGNED ESF 


- PCW9512 

-PCW8256/512.... 

- PCWB256/512... 


£29.90 
...£29.90 
...£29.90 


£2990 


'ECIALLY FOR NEW USERS 



••• ADVENTURE GAMES •" 

Corruption t £16.00 

Scapeghostl £12.50 

Lancelot - 3 adventures in 1 £13.20 

Fish £16.20 

" The Professional Adventure Writer * 

• Write your own adventures! * £18.00 

Mmdfighter £15.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games in 1 £9.90 

"• TOPOLIGIKA ADVENTURES — 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12.80 

•" SIMULATIONS ••• 

Tank Attack- NEW PROGRAM £14.80 

Heathrow Traffic Control + S.B. $ £11.20 

Tomahawk - helicopter simulation .. . £1 2.80 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket... % £12.80 

Headcoach - American footed I £12.00 

world of Soccer £12.00 

"• ACTION — 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £9.90 

Classic Collection I S £12.20 

Classic Collection II S £12.20 

•" TABLE GAMES •" 

Bndge Player Galactica £19.80 

Home Entertainment Centre £12.10 

Colossus IV Bndge £11.80 

Clock Chess 89 - very powerful £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.50 

Trivial Pursuit- latest version! £15.20 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.80 

Classic Games 4 (4 board games) ...£12.80 
Games showing S not for use on PCW9512 
KEMPSTON INTERFACED JOYSTICK.. $.. £25.00 



INTRASET SOFTWARE RANGE FOR 
THE PCW 

Course master £17.35 

Poolsmaster £17.35 

Perm-Master £15.61 

£ Profit from your Micro £9.80 

The Graphologist £43.43 

Cashmaster £26.04 






CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

t anything we sell Ih'Iiih sold cheaper elsewhere phone us iK'lorc you buy Open Itam 1o 5pm, MONDAY 'IX) I'KlllAV 

Postage Is FREE on orders over £10.00 net. If less than this please 

add £2.00 to cover postage. YOU MUST ADD VAT No report orders. 

Prices and descriptions subject to change without notice (trading conditions available upon recjiii-sl). All trademarks ack. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES LTD. DEPT 8/3 

ENTERPRISE HOUSE, BEECHWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 7HR. TEL: (0558) 823782 

OR 1'l.ACE YOUK CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (0558) 823923 9am lOpm Mon-Frt. 
GOVT. DEITs / LOCALS EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY CREDIT ORDERS ADD 3";. TO I 'AMI I I'RICE 



STOCKMARKET 2 

THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCK-MARKET 2 will help you plan your investments, keep a close and careful watch on their progress and manage the paperwork. It is a 
development of the original Stockmarket program which has sold many thousands of copies worldwide. We have added over fifty new features. We 
have listened to our users and have incorporated a number of their suggestions to make the program even more comprehensive and easier to use. 

STOCKMARKET 2 enables you to record full details of all your share transactions (and unit trusts, gilts and other securities). You can enter 
dividends as you receive them as well as cash transactions in saving accounts. Enter items in any order, the program will sort them out. It is easy to 
input the latest share prices, instantly revalue your portfolio, produce a summary statement and chart your shares' progress. You can also record 
values of indices, exchange rates, etc for plotting. It will list over fifty different summary and detailed reports of your portfolio. You can sec the 
percentage gain. List a year's dividends for the tax man. List all transactions or just purchases or sales for every share or just one share. 

The program can be used for your real investments and for learning and practising investment techniques. It is easy to use and comes complete with a 
comprehensive manual and demonstration files which include real price information going back several years for a number of shares (inc FT 30 index, 
f-T-SE 100, British Telecom, Marks & Spencer) so that you can plot graphs straight away. More share prices are available separately on disc. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 



PRICE ANALYSIS 



* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 
" Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress 

* Buy and sell snares with automatic calculation of dealing costs 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary 

* Record dividend yields and P/E ratios. Record tax crediis, dividends 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values 

* Store prices automatically for plotting charts 

* Sort alphabetically, by date or manually into any order 
' Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell 

■ List your folio summary, transactions, dividends and cash accounts 

* Easy to use, menu driven program 



• Up to fifty shares per file. As many files as you like. 260 prices / share 
' Enter prices daily/weekly/randomly. If weekly will store 5 years' prices 
" Copy prices automatically from a folio or enter separately 

• Chart anything (share prices, unit trusts, indices, exchange rates, etc.) 

• Sort into any order for easy data entry. List all the prices for each share 

• Plot prices and moving averages of any period on a log or linear scale 
' Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen 

" Easy to read scales/grid Tor prices and dates (not just week numbers) 
■ Comes with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities 

• Sets of share prices may be purchased separately on disc 



• On screen help line and pop-up context sensitive help messages 
Comprehensive sixty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. — — 



Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 



£49-95 



MERIDIAN 



Also for IBM PC (inc. every Amstrad PC) 



£49-95 



Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day 
(including weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card num" 



I 



number 



or immediate delivery by first class post. 
38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 081-850 7057 





'16?Z7Z&?1& 



COMPUTER 
SERVICES 



Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE delivery. Just add VAT at 15%. 

Cheques/PO's with order or phone our credit card 
hotline before 3pm for same day despatch (subject to 
availability) by 1st Class post or carrier for next day 
delivery (U.K. Mainland) 



fc-T&L^j! 



(0258) 480660 





RIBBON! 


5 








OSTPRI 










NTERS 


COLOURED until 


DNS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR 


\1 


ALL RIBBONS TOP CJUALITY AND GUARANTEED 








£ 


per ribbon 


AMSTRAD 




1 


2. 


5+ 


8256/8512 longllfc 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


8256/8512 Colours 


F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


8256/8512 


MS 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


9512 longllfc 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


9512 Colours 


F 


4.30 


4.09 


3.87 


9512 


MS 


2.95 


2.80 


2.66 


DMP2000/3000/3 160 


F 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


DMP4000 


F 


4.70 


4.47 


4.23 


LQ5O0O 


F 


5.28 


5.02 


4.75 


Colours=Blue. Red. Green, 


Brown (Fabric onlv) 






...-AND ALSO 










Brother M 1009/ 1224 


F 


3.47 


3.30 


3.12 


Brother M 1509/ 1709 


F 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


Citizen 120D 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Citizen Swift 24 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Commodore MPS801 


F 


3.34 


3.17 


3.01 


Commodore MPS 1230 


F 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


Epson MX/RX/FX100 


F 


3.95 


3.75 


3.56 


Epson LX80/86 


F 


2.47 


2.35 


2.20 


Epson FX/MX/RX80 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Epson LQ800 


F 


3.64 


3.46 


3.28 


Epson LQ2500 


F 


4.73 


4.49 


4.26 


Epson LQ2550 


F 


5.30 


5.04 


4.77 


H.Packard D/Jct Cart 




14.80 


14.05 


13.32 


NECP2200 


F 


4.95 


4.70 


4.46 


NEC P6+/P7* 


F 


5.34 


5.07 


4.81 


Olivetti DM 100/200 


F 


3.43 


3.26 


3.09 


Panasonic KXP1080-83 










1090-92. 1124. 1180-90 


F 


4.00 


3.80 


3.60 


Panasonic KXP 1 524-40 


F 


6.90 


6.56 


5.21 


Selkosha SP1200 


F 


3.44 


3.27 


3.10 


Star LC 10 


F 


3.44 


3.08 


2.92 


SlarLC24-10 


F 


3.50 


3.33 


3.15 


StarND/NR/NX15 


F 


5.71 


5.42 


5.14 


F=Fobrlc MS=Multlstrtkc 










We have ribbons for 1 OOO's of printers - 


If yours 


isn't listed, give 


us a call! 

























NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



DISKS 



3" AMSOFT CF2 
5 £9.90 10 £18.90 



\ 



SAVE THOSE RIBBONS! 



RE-INK your own ribbons the new 
Ozone Friendly' way. One can of 'RE- 
INK' will do up to 30 PCW ribbons. 
Suitable for all black fabric.. .£1 1.26 



SOFTWARE 
SPECIALS 



£ 

LocoScript 2 20.53 

LocoFllc 8256/85 12 23.79 

LocoSpell 17.28 

LocoScript 2/LocoSpell 27.03 



.AND ALSO 



£ 

Copy Holder from 9.90 
Printer Stands from 8.95 
Screen filtersfronl 12.45 
3' Drive cleaner 4.30 
Dust cover 8256 11.26 
3 " Disk Boxes (301 8.48 
3" Disk Boxes (601 10.96 



Mouse mat 
Mouse house 
Envelopes 
Dust cover 95 1 2 
3 - Cleaning Kit 



4.30 
2.58 
POA 
13.00 
8.95 



3" Disk Labels 12001 4.42 





CON 
P 


riNuous 








APER 






Top qw 


llity fanfold paper. 








(Ml= Mlcroperforaled 


£ per box 




per Ixw 


1 


2* 


5t 


11x9.5 Qty 
60GSM (M) 2000 








16.38 


14.88 


13.40 


70GSM (M) 2000 


17.65 


16.15 


14.91 


80GSM (Ml 2000 


19.30 


17.80 


16.96 


90GSM (M) 1000 


13.72 


12.22 


10.54 


2 Part NCR 1000 


21.14 


19.64 


18.20 


11.66 i 9.25 (A4) 








70GSM (M) 2000 


19.78 


18.28 


17.20 


80GSM (M) 2000 


23.28 


21.88 


21.04 


90GSM (Ml 1000 


15.37 


13.87 


12.19 


2 Part NCR 1000 


32.45 


30.95 


29.87 















COMPUTER 
LABELS 









AVERY LABELS - 


The beat! 


Fanfold with tractor feed boles. 




AVAI1-ABLE 1.2 or 


3 ACROSS PLEASE SPECIFY 




Price per 1000 




1000* 5000+ 


10000. 




£ £ 


£ 


2 3/4X 15/16 


4.25 3.04 


2.68 


2 3/4x1 7/16 


5.18 3.79 


3.37 


3 1/2 x 15/16 


4.55 3.26 


2.88 


3 1/2x1 7/16 


5.64 4.56 


3.87 


3 1/2x1 15/16 


8.18 6.00 


5.44 


4 X 15/16 


5.34 3.49 


3.10 


4 x 1 7/16 


6.39 4.50 


4.05 


4 x 1 15/16 


8. 19 6.05 


5.47 


We also have a wide range of other labels 


Including disk labels, small labels and laser 


labels 













Loco Surgery 

Having problems with LocoScript? Can't find the answer in the manual? 
Liz Bruce provides some expert advice on your LocoScript queries 



I'm having problems with a Panasonic KX-PI124 
printer. After printing one page, I cannot load a new sheet 
and just press [EXIT], as before. I now have to press the on- 
line button on the printer followed by [PTR], (ft], [ENTER} 
then [EXIT] to re-start printing. This is infuriating and, I 
wonder, am I doing something wrong in the first place or is 
this simply the price we have to pay for the improvement in 
print quality? 

Panasonic tell me that if I have set up LocoScript 
correctly with the printer drivers disc, which I have , then I 
should be able to operate the machine as I would the 



original Amstrad printer.The manual is complicated and it 
is difficult to make out the instructions clearly. 

I would also like to know how the combination of 
controls (down the left hand side of the machine and across 
the top) can be interchanged to 'create more than 5,500 
different print styles', as well as double height and 
double width. 

I would be very grateful if you could let me know 
exactly what I'm doing wrong. 



GM, Washington. 



I don't think this is a problem 
with the printer. 1 think this is a 
LocoScript problem, so it's not 
surprising that Panasonic can't help. 

Locomotive are highly committed 
to supporting a huge range of printers, 
and do their best to make the relevant 
information available. You should 
have, in your Locoscript 2 package, a 
book called - PCW External Printers 
Guide'. If you don't, this is what you 
need to obtain. 

One of the problem-solving points 
raised in the book, is the situation 
where the printer prints one page and 
then, although you have put more paper 
in it, does not print anymore. When you 
press [PTR] you get the message 
Waiting for Paper. 

It's not clear if this is exactly 
what's happening to you but if it is, all 
you have to do is press I PTR] then the 
[+] settings key, so try that. You don't 
need to press [EXIT] after this - it 
works automatically. 

This option clears the Waiting for 



paper message, and puts the printer 
back on-line, in one go. 

It only works on later versions of 
LocoScript 2. Check your version 
number on the titles screen when you 
load your Start of Day disc. It should 
read v2.28 or later. 

The booklet also explains about the 
different types of printer including 24- 
pin printers. If you are running the 
printer in 'download' mode it takes its 
commands from the computer, not its 
internal bank of supplied print-styles. 
So. using download, you can print all 
the characters in LocoScript but you 
cannot make use of the built-in print 
styles at the same time. 

You could experiment without the 
printer in download mode but 
remember, although you may then be 
able to access the many print-styles, 
you will not be able to support much 
more than 0-9. A-Z and basic 
punctuation: none of the more exotic 
LocoScript characters will print. 

You may also have problems with 



certain characters (such as # appearing 
as $) although sometimes it is possible 
to load extra character sets from your 
printer driver disc, to support some of 
the available type styles your printer 
can produce. 

If my suggestion does not work, 
your local Locomotive Dealer should 
be able to help or. if not. Locomotive 
themselves. It is certainly my 
experience, although I have not 
installed that particular printer, that 
external printers, once properly 
installed, rarely cause problems. 

If you do have more trouble, and 
while you're waiting for answers to 
your anguished letters, why don't you 
buy some continuous-feed A4 paper? 
You can use it on the tractor feed, 
setting up your documents for 
continuous paper. Alternatively, get a 
sheet feeder and set up for that. 

Why don't you anyway? It always 
seems a little silly to me to use a word 
processor then hang over the printer 
feeding it every sheet. 



'/ have recently run into some difficulties when 
printing with Penman font on my PCW 8512. You can see 
that with 12 cpi, the Penman characters are correctly 
formed, but somewhat disjointed. When I change to 15 cpi, 
as recommended, you can see what happens. What am 1 
doing wrong? As far as I know, I am doing exactly the same 
as before, when it seemed to work. 

I was working with a Start of Day disc that held PM 
and three other fonts. These other fonts do not seem to be 



affected. I deleted the PM file from the working disc and 
copied it again from the master disc. There was no change. 

I presume my working copy of Locoscript 2 is all right 
since everything else seems to work perfectly. Can you 
please help me out? 

By the way, I did gather that it was not possible to 
change fonts during printing. Have I proved that wrong or 
is some other matter afoot? 
CP, Glasgow 



. This is a new one on me! As it 
worked OK to start with. I can only 
assume that something has happened to 
your Start of Day disc, though not 
necessarily to the actual PM font. I 
know you have re-copied the relevant 
file, but I suggest you go right back to 
the beginning and make a new installed 
version of LocoScript and your fonts. 

You will need your original 
LocoScript 2 disc and you need to run 



the installation program 
(which is found on side 
two of the master disc) 
following the instructions 
provided on-screen. 

I hope that this will 
solve your particularly 
unusual problem. If it 
doesn't, does anybody 
else out there have any 
bright ideas? 



1 have necentlu «ua into 
tKat with 12 cpi, the Penman i 
disjointed. When 1 change to 
happens, What ai I doing wrong? As f< 
seeied to work. This change unfortum 
change fonts, 







Question time 

If you would like to 
consult our Loco 
agony aunt Liz 
Bruce, simply put 
pen to paper and 
write to LocoScript 
Surgery. 8000 Plus. 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath. BA! 2BW. 






Little 
and large 

Typographers 
everywhere refer to 
characters per inch 
as cpi. but mention 
the Penman font and 
you might leave them 
scratching their 
heads in 

bewilderment. That's 
because Penman is a 
special LocoScript 
font, designed to look 
like handwritten 
script. 



The difference in Penman's style at 15 cpi is clearly noticeable 
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Can you answer a question thai has been 
troubling me for some time? 

I don 'I understand how you can have LocoScript 2 at 
10 pitch, A4 paper at 8.5"across. a left margin set at III and 
a right margin is sel at 83. Why isn 'I the right margin set at 



73? The above prints with I "margins.This is the set-up for 
the 8000 series, hut for the 9512 machine the margin has 
indeed been changed. Characters might change but. unless 
I am gravely mistaken, inches don't. 
B.M, Catterick. 




. You're absolutely right, bul in 
fact you have answered your own 
question. Inches don't change, 
characters do. 

Your confusion is over pitch and 
scale pitch. The PCW 9512 comes set 
up for 10 pitch, in other words, to print 
10 characters per inch. The margins are 
set for this at the values you describe 
and are correct. 

The 8000 machines come with a 
default of 12 pitch, or 12 characters per 
inch and this is the scale pitch in which 
the margins are set. 

What you have presumably done is 
to change the pitch in the document to 



10 but you have not altered the layout 
to scale pitch 10. This means the 
margins are still set in pitch 12. 

LocoScript. however, holds on to 
the margin settings, even though the 
pitch you are actually typing in has 
been changed. Have you never noticed 
that the lines of text on the screen don't 
actually reach the right hand margin? 
Or. if you are using justification, look 
very spaced out? 

This happens because the machine 
does its best to show you what will 
actually be printed out. The limitations 
of the monitor mean that it cannot 
show you different sizes of characters 






IsSURitKS TWfflm , Editing text. Printer idle. Using B:H: 

IfilH PilO LSc CR'O LF6 Fige 1 line 3/57 

flections (Magftut f3=Style f4=Size fS=Page f7=Spell f options LXII 



'"Edit 



Text" 



ihe pitch at the top of this screen, the Editing 
screen, is set to 10. However the nargins on the ruler line 
are set in scale pitch 12 which explains why this justified 
text looks so strung out; Locoscript is doing its best to 
sho« you what the text nil; be like when you print it out. I 



Li 



At pitch 10 and scale pitch 12 the text appears to be spaced out on screen, but not on the final printed page 

HI Ml 1M< ■^■r'lmiilBH'MIII— — — JUilH.MI'JUMIHlifll 



(liting layout. 
PilO LSc CJS*0 LF6 Justif 



UN PUO LSt Cfi*0 LF6 Justify Decinal=. iero=0 scaiefitcnlt 

fl=Hargins f3=Iabs f4=Size fS=Stock f7=Nane f3=0ptions CftN/EXI 



rr inter lflie. using 
Decinal=. Zero=0 ScaleFitehlt 






-fh 



e pitch at the top of this screen, the "Editing Text"^ 

screen, is set to 10. However the nargins on the . ruler line 

are set in scale pitch 12 which explains why this justified 

text looks so strung out: Locoscript is doing its best to 

show you what the text will be like when you print it out. 

Now look at the top of the screen when I press f2 and select 
"Change Layout". I 
the current layout: 



have nade no changes, Merely displayed 



Here the layout is displayed by pressing [12]. The scale pitch of 12 is clearly shown in the top right hand corner 

iiiittiivmi'MhiiiMBBfinfflri; 



m PilO LS2 <JR*0 LPb Page 1 line 19/57 

flections f2=Layout f3=Style f4=Size fS=Fage f7=S»ell f8=Qptions EXII 






I ,7... .?.... i... ,5 *..... i . ...?...■ :.......... :. . .L 

The pitch'at'the'top of'this'screen,"the "Editing Text" screen, is set to 
10. However the nargins on the ruler line are set in scale pitch 12 which 
explains why this justified text looks so strung out: Locoscript is doing 
its best to show you what the text will be like when you print it out. 
Now look at the top of the screen when I press f2 and select "Change 
Layout". I have nade no changes, merely displayed the current layout: 
This is exactly the sane text but this tine using a scale pitch which has 
been altered to 10. In fact, if you printed this, the text would run up 
to the end of the M paper. Notice the difference in the apparent spacing 
of the text and where the ends of lines are. I 



Once the scale pitch is also set to 10 the text on screen looks very similar to the product on the printed page 



so instead LocoScript shows you where 
the ends of the lines will be when 
printed out on-screen. This may or may 
not appear to be at the margin, 
depending on whether the pitch you are 
typing in is the same as the scale pitch. 

To investigate scale pitch, you need 
to be at a layout screen, either by going 
through |fl] Document Setup then |f2] 
Change layout or Change stock 
layout, or by going into New layout or 
Change layout from [Q] on the editing 
text screen. 

All of these will then give you a 
summary of the layout in the middle 
line of the three status lines at Ihe top of 
the screen and. at the very right, you 
are told what the scale pilch is. (See 
screendumps l and 2 opposite.) 

If you try this from one of your 
8000 documents, you will find that the 
scale pitch is 1 2. not IO. 

Remember, the ruler line at the top 
of each screen or where you have 
changed the layout is measuring in 
characters, not inches and you only 
know how it relates to inches by 
knowing the scale pitch. 

The scale pitch should be the same 
as the predominant pitch you are using 
in the document which means the text 
lines will wrap at the right hand 
margin. However, some people prefer 
to work in scale pitch 10(10 characters 
to the inch) as it makes it simpler to set 
margins and tabs. 

These people accept that if their 
main pitch in the document is 12, for 
instance, then the lines of text on the 
screen will extend past the margin line. 
This really bothers other people though, 
who prefer to stick to the suggestion of 
keeping scale pitch the same as their 
main pilch. 

LocoScript uses ihe idea of scale 
pilch lo allow you to fix margins and 
tabs absolutely. This means thai 
however many limes you change pitch 
in a document (for headings or notes, 
for instance) and however odd the 
result looks on-screen, when you prim 
it out the margins and tabs will be in 
straight lines. 

The three screendumps opposite 
show the situation as you describe it 
and should make all this clear. 



Please could you explain in simple terms just how 
I can complete the installation of IjicoSpell on my 8256. 
I've followed the supplied installation instructions faithfully 
and apparently successfully, without joy. 

I now have a Start of Day disc which proclaims on its 
title page LocoScript v 2.28a and LocoSpell v 2.28a. The 
main screen shows MA TR1X #SS and MA TR1X #ST in 
Group on Drive A and M. (Drive A also has PHRASES 
STD and SETTINGS STD.) 



When I edit a document and press [P ]to select Spell, 
the menu shows "Error in Locospell, LOCOSPELL.DCT 
does not exist. " I understand that, bul not how lo get Ihe 
dictionary on to my Start of Day disc. The 1-ocoSpell Master 
Disc only leaves 29Kfree in Ihe memory , so I can't put the 
LocoSpell Dictionary on lo Drive M lo transfer it to my 
Start of Day disc. What obvious elemental thing do I not 
know? Please help me get off Ihe nursery slopes! 
AP, Crewe. 



- 22 March 91 



. First of all. you are far from 
alone. Secondly, you have a problem, 
although it is not insurmountable. 

A brief history lesson is in order. When 
Amstrad came up with the idea for the 
PCW. they built the hardware but the 
software development was farmed out 
to Locomotive, who developed 
LocoScript I to fulfil the brief Amstrad 
gave them. 

The original idea of the PCW was 
simply to replace a typewriter. On that 
level the PCW 8256. with LocoScript 1. 
was perfectly satisfactory. 

However. Locomotive were not 
entirely happy with LocoScript 1 , 
although it did exactly what Amstrad 
had asked, and off their own bat they 
developed LocoScript 2 and also the 
additional programs such as LocoSpell. 
LocoMail. LocoFile and the additional 
fonts and printer drivers. 

You have to remember that these 
were Locomotive developments, not 
Amstrad's. Amstrad, meanwhile 
produced the 8512 and 9512 both of 
which had twice the memory of the 
original 8256. The additional programs 
run well on these machines, but the 
smaller memory of the 8256 causes 
problems as it was never intended to 
run extra programs. 

By the way. this also explains why 
you still get LocoScript 1 even today if 
you buy an 8000 series machine. 
Amstrad had paid a licensing fee to put 
out the LocoScript 1 software and were 
not prepared to pay another fee to 
distribute LocoScript 2 . although they 
did re-license for the 95 1 2. 

The obvious solution for 8256 
owners wishing to run extra programs is 
to upgrade the memory on their 
machines.The simplest way to do this is 
to buy one of the RAM packs which 
simply click onto the back of the 
machine, so that you don't have to open 
the case to fit extra memory chips. 

LocoSpell causes the biggest 
problems, not because of the program 



itself, but because of the size of the 
dictionaries. There simply is not enough 
room on the Start of Day disc to store 
the dictionary, nor is there room on the 
M drive to both store and run it. 

All is not lost, however. In the first 
place, you can increase the size of your 
M drive by making sure everything 
which is not essential is deleted from 
your Start of Day disc. In your case, 
this means PHRASES.STD. You can 
keep phrases in groups on your working 
discs, only loading them when you need 
them, although this will only give you 
IK of extra memory. 

In the second place, you can delete 
one of the MATRIX files. MATRIX 
#SS is the Sans Serif file and MATRIX 
#ST the standard file. Many people 
don't realise these exist, but they 
support the choice of fonts you can 
print with - standard or Sans Serif, in 
other words, with or without the little 
tails on the ends of letters. 

If you always use one or the other 
you can delete the one you don't use, 
giving you more room. If you delete 
both, the printer will not work at all. 

What you are trying to do is to give 
yourself enough room on the M drive to 
put the small dictionary on it. There is 
no way you will be able to run the large 
one unless you upgrade the memory. 
By my calculation, simply deleting one 
of the matrix files should do the trick 
for you. 

If you then re-load your Start of 
Day disc, you will find you have more 
room on Drive M as well. However, 
once you have copied the small 
dictionary on to your Start of Day disc 
and then re-loaded, so it is also on 
Drive M, I'm afraid you will find 
yourself very short of room and likely 
to keep getting the dreaded Memory 
Full message. The only answer to that 
is to upgrade the memory. 

If you do get the Memory Full 
message, don't panic. Go back to the 
Disc Management Screen and delete the 
dictionary from Drive M. This will give 



you plenty of room to complete your 
edit or save. 

If you have more room on Drive M 
than you do on your Start of Day disc 
(for instance if you have upgraded the 
memory but have not added a second 
disc drive) you can still load all the 
necessary files, including the large 
dictionary, automatically. 

You can do this by creating a 
special file in group A of your Start of 
Day disc. Put the cursor in group then 
press (CI. Name the file ET.AL and 
press I ENTER). When the new 
document appears, just press [EXIT] 
and save this blank document. 

You can then put extra files on 
another disc (or side 2 of the first one) 
and, when you start the machine with 
the first disc, (your original Start of Day 
disc with ET.AL added) you will be 
prompted to insert the second disc 
during the start-up procedure. 

There is another way of running 
LocoSpell on the 8256 that doesn't 
require a dictionary on your Start of 
Day disc, or on Drive M. When you 
wish to spellcheck a document you save 
it to disc then copy it to Drive M. 

Then, you lake out your working 
disc and put in the dictionary disc, 
small or large (make a copy from your 
LocoSpell master disc of either the 
small or the large dictionary, but not 
both). Press |I7] to tell the computer 
you have changed discs. 

Now go to your document on drive 
M. choose the editing option, and then 
run the spell checker. The dictionary 
will run from the disc. 

This is only advisable as a short- 
term solution, until you upgrade your 
memory. It is painfully slow because 
the dictionary is running from disc 
rather than memory. 

I hope you find one of these 
solutions works for you but I'm afraid 
none of them will prove to be 
completely satisfactory for the long 
term. The best solution is definitely to 
upgrade your memory. 



'I am finding your pages on 
LocoScript very informative and good 
as the manual is, your instructions 
seem much easier to follow. 

Maybe you can also offer some 
advice on compiling a music 
catalogue, using LocoScript and 



. Thanks for the compliment! 
I'm afraid the answer is no. 
Locomotive, if you're reading this, this 
question is one of the commonest we 
receive; how about doing something 
about it? 

However, all is not lost. As you 
say. you can move files a batch at a 
time in BASIC and you can also do it 
with CP/M. CP/M doesn't care whether 
the files are LocoScript files or 
anything else and the PIP utility will 
move them for you. You need to use 
the USER command to change the 



LocoFile. In the LocoScript section, I 
have say, group I of the disc for 
composers and all files have names 
like BEETHOVEN.COM. 

What I now need is a quick way of 
moving 40 or SO files, all ending in 
the same three characters, from a 

group: USER 4 for instance 
corresponds to group 4. then just use 
PIP in the normal way. 

I do wonder why you have all these 
files in the first place. Could you not 
make better use of LocoFile instead? If 
these files are biographical notes on 
composers, then why not use LocoFile 
to store them as separate records? 
LocoFile doesn't mind what you store 
on a record, so you could have only one 
field containing all of your notes. 

One other point. You may be 
keeping separate files because you need 



particular group of the disc to another 
empty group on the same disc? 

Using a program in BASIC, I 
could move all the files by typing in 
one command line. Is there a similar 
command in LocoScript? 
JL, Lesmahagow 

to use them in different ways and can't 
manipulate them the way you wish 
under LocoFile. The answer is to use 
LocoMail as well, which lets you print 
selective reports from LocoFile and 
also add different LocoFiles together to 
get one longer one. LocoFile by itself is 
quite a simplistic database. Although it 
is excellent for data storage, it's not so 
good at data sorting or selective 
handling. Using LocoFile and 
LocoMail together, you gain a powerful 
data system which might be a better 
overall solution. 







Scaling 
the heights 

To swap from a 
scale pitch of 10 to a 
scale pitch of 12 is 
easy enough to do. 
Simply choose [f2] 
for 'layout' from the 
editing screen, then 
[f8] for 'options' 
and take your pick 
of pitch. 
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File of Facts 

Fed up with filing? Bored with your index cards? Why not let LocoFile take the 
strain? Karen Donaghay sets the scene with this month's introductory tutorial 




Truth is often stranger than fiction, and sci-fi hooks ahout 
the all-seeing, all-knowing computer seem pretty 
outmoded these days. The financial nerve-centres of the 
world are all controlled by the ubiquitous chip, and every 
self-respecting office has its own version of the big 
brother at the stock exchange. 

The PCW played no small part in the computer 
revolution. It is a huge success story, outselling and 
outliving many of its pricier brethren. Yet, despite its 
pioneering role, many PCW owners don't yet realise the 
full potential of their machine. 

One of the most extraordinary talents of the PCW is 



its ability to handle large amounts of information: 
juggling facts with apparent ease, storing them on to the 
tiny disc and finding relevant details in milliseconds, and 
all at the push of a button. 

So why is it that certain PCW owners are still 
searching for Mr Moffiii's address among a yellowing, 
dog-eared stack of index cards? Why is that the ugly, grey 
filing cabinet is still the hub of many an office? 

This month we will be taking the first steps towards 
computerising your entire filing system, your address 
book, your index card system or just about anything else 
that takes your fancy. 



For fingertip information there are few 
better places to start than with LocoFile 
- it is simple, effective and on-screen it 
looks remarkably like a card index box. 
A major bonus is the complete 
compatibility with LocoScript 2 - so 
much so. that they actually merge into 
one program. II you can imagine a 
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LocoFile can be run directly from the LocoScript menu by pressing 
[f1] and choosing to Run LocoFile from the list of options shown 
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group ft 148 
group I ft 
group I ft 
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Hill A Pocket Full of tit 
Publisher Collins 
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roup 6 ftk 

roup 7 Ok 



MATRIX .IS 
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The first entry in the database is a book by Agatha Christie 
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The database can be sorted into an alphabetical list of titles 



typewriter with a built-in filing cabinet - 
not an easy task, wc admit - this should 
give you some idea of how closely 
entwined they are. 

Two Piece Suite 

When you get your first copy of 
LocoFile. your initial task - after 
ripping off the wrapper - is to merge it 
with LocoScript 2 (LocoScript 1 users 
will need to upgrade to LocoScript 2). 

If you are already using LocoScript 
2. you need to make sure that you are 
using the very latest edition. Take a 
peek at the reverse side of the LocoFile 
disc. It should say something like 
LocoScript V 2.28. If your own 
LocoScript disc cites an earlier version, 
say V 2.21. then you need to update. 
Don't worry. This may sound 
complicated but the installation 
program holds you firmly by the hand 
all the way. 

To begin with, you will need three 
things: the master copy of LocoScript 2. 
the master copy of your LocoFile disc, 
and a blank disc. Protect both of the 
master discs, by opening the 'write 
protect' shutters at the top of the disc. 

Beginnings 

If you are installing LocoScript 2 for the 
first time, use the Installation Program 
on the reverse side of your LocoScript 2 
disc. Press [SHIFT| [EXTRA] [EXIT] 
to run the Installation program. You are 
asked to confirm a description of your 
PCW. slating the number of drives and 
the size of the memory. 

When the Installation menu 
appears, choose Option 5. to install 
LocoScript 2 and LocoFile lor the first 
time. Put the LocoScript 2 and LocoFile 
master discs in the drive when 
prompted, and follow the instructions 
given. Your blank disc is eventually 
made into a new Start of Day disc. 

Those who already have LocoScript 



2 follow a slightly different procedure: 
using the Installation program on the 
LocoFile master disc in the same way. 
choose the Update option from the 
menu, and put your LocoScript master 
disc in the drive. 

A list of choices appear and you 
choose to add LocoFile by moving to 
that option with the cursor keys and 
pressing [+]. Finally, you are then asked 
to choose the type of printer you are 
using and all of this information is 
copied onto the new Start of Day disc. 

The Installation manual does give 
more information on the process - fifty 
pages more to be precise. Just a touch of 
overkill, perhaps? Unlike most of 
Locomotive manuals, it is also a very 
confusing read. 

Luckily, you can install LocoFile. 
as described above, without reading all 
of the small print. The on-screen 
instructions arc very clear, but be sure to 
open the write-proteel holes on both of 
your master discs, just in case. Then, 
even if a complete disaster occurs, you 
can always revert to the master copies 
and the manual, and start again. 

Lift off 

By now you should have in front of you 
a brand new start of day disc .. so. go 
ahead and start the day by re-booting 
the machine. The disc management 
screen will appear but. oddly enough, 
there is absolutely no trace of LocoFile. 

Until, that is. you press the Actions 
key [f 11. There, as clear as day. appear 
the words Run LocoFile. as shown in 
our first screenshot. Pretty self- 
explanatory, we thought. 

At this point, you need to have a 
LocoFile database to hand and. luckily, 
you won't have to look too far. since 
Locomotive have provided several 
examples on their original disc. 

However, as you all know, the 
golden rule for master discs is to hide 
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(hem. in a sealed box. under Ihe 
floorboards, only dragging them oul in 
limes of dire need. Bui. rules are ihere to 
be broken, and in this case we are 
merely going lo bend them slightly. 

So. booting from your LocoFile 
master copy, you will see a file called 
bonk.dal. listed on the A drive. This is 
the example lile that we are going to 
use. Copy this tile on to your M drive, 
by moving the cursor over books.dat 
and pressing [GJ. 

Once inside the File option, check 
that the cursor is over Copy File, before 
pressing [ENTER]. Move your cursor 
into the M drive section, press 
[ENTER] again and it should be copied 
over. You can then remove your master 
disc and put it safely under lock and key 
once more. Don't forget lo tell 
LocoScript that you have changed disc 
by pressing |(7). 

Exotic functions are just around the 
corner, but first you need to know how 
to access a typical LocoFile database. 
Even this much knowledge can be very 
useful. Everyday, millions of people sit 
and tap into databases, without having 
the faintest idea of how to set them up. 
Obviously, you will eventually want to 
do both, but this month we are simply 
going to explore. 

Book list 

Your first step into LocoFile territory is 
to position your cursor over books.dat. 
Again you need to choose [fl] followed 
by the option to Run LocoFile. Press 
[ENTER] and you should see your first 
LocoFile record, referring to Agatha 
Christie's book A Pocket Full of Rye 
(see our second screenshot). 

This database might be used by a 
bookshop, a small library or even a 
publishing company, (although the 
chances are that they would have a more 
detailed version). 

To see the next book, you can 
simply press the [PAGE] key. Another 
book will appear on the screen, and you 
can view consecutive books in this way 
until you receive the message No more 
records. (See our Jargon Busting 
section for a definition of a Record.) 

The order of these records depends 
on how they are indexed. They can be 
indexed alphabetically (under the 
author, or title) or by record number. 
The Index option, obtained by pressing 
|f2], will show a tick beside the index 
currently in use. as shown in our 
third screenshot. 

Changing this index is easy. Move 
your cursor to the appropriate line, for 



Tip of the Month! 

Whenever possible, you should work 
from the M drive. This allows you to 
benefit from the extra speed and 
provides you with a constant copy of 
the original data. 

But, take special care at the end of 
the day. You must copy the file back on 
to the A drive, or you could lose many 
hours of hard work. 



example Author, and press the [+J key. 
This becomes the current index and you 
can check this theory by going back to 
the beginning. 

To do this press [f5] for the Goto 
option, and move the highlighter bar 
down to First record of current index. 
Press [ENTER] and. sure enough, you 
will go to the first record. As you "page" 
through, you can see that it is now 
arranged alphabetically, according to 
author. 

But. what if you have a few more 
records, or even a few hundred more 
records? To save time there is a way to 
pick out an individual book, again using 
the Goto command. Press [fS| again, but 
instead of picking one of the standard 
options, this time type in the surname 
Watson. Press [ENTER) and a book 
written by Watson appears on the 
screen. To check for other books by the 
same author,.you can use the [PAGE] 
key as usual. 

But, what if you only had the title of 
the book, not the author. To search for a 
book called Busman '.« Holiday you 
would first need to change the index 
back to Title, by using the [f2] option as 
before. Then you can type in the title of 
the book and it will be found in the 
same way. 

But do you need to enter the entire 
title, or the entire name, lo be able to 
find the book? Often, when searching 
for a particular item, people are unsure 
of the precise wording or spelling. For 
this reason LocoFile allows a good deal 
of leeway. You can. for instance, type in 
the first ihree letters. Bus. and it will 
still manage to find the book Busman's 
Holiday (see our fourth screenshot). 

Inflationary measures 

Apart from locating records, changing 
ihem must be the next most important 
function of LocoFile. For example, if 
the prices were increased, you would 
need to change the details on the 
database. Let's say that the book 
HopJoy was Here suddenly went up to 
£ 1 2.95. To change the price, you would 
first need to retrieve that record, using 
one of the above methods. Then, when it 
is displayed on the screen, it can be 
changed by firstly pressing [ENTER]. A 
box appears around the Author. Press 
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Inflation is no problem when it is this easy to change the price 



[ENTER] twice more, and the box 
moves on to the Price. The old price is 
deleted using the [DELETE] keys, and a 
new price can be entered (see our final 
screenshot). 

There are two more ways of moving 
the "editing" box: il can be moved 
backwards, to the previous field, by 
using the [RELAY] key. Alternatively 
the box can be moved at random by 
using the cursor keys. 

Any changes to the data need to be 
preserved by saving the amended file. 
This happens automatically when you 
exit the program. 

This month we have covered the 
basic LocoFile functions - finding a 
record, changing a record and loading 
up and saving a LocoFile database. It is 
well worth playing around with these 
functions until you feel completely 
confident with them. 

Once you can load up LocoFile. and 
you are comfortable with finding and 
changing records, you are ready lo strike 
out on your own. Next month we will 
look at setting up a simple customer 
database for a small business. • 



Jargon Buster 



The world of Information Technology 
can be a layman's nightmare, having a 
vocabulary all of its very own. Even 
the phrase 'information Technology - is 
only vaguely understood by many 
people. In fact, the term means exactly 
what il says: the storage of words and 
figures (hence "Information") on a 
computer (loosely named 
"Technology"). Now why couldn't 
they say that in ihe first place? 

Fortunately, the LocoFile lingo is 
just as apt for ihe database down at 
your local bank. A "record" down al 
ihe local bank probably means you - 
or more to the point, your account. In 



other words, each record on the bank 
database would contain a certain 
amount of information, pertaining to 
your account. 

On the other hand, in our LocoFile 
example, each record relates to a 
particular book. 

To go one step further, each 
individual piece of information is 
entered into a "field". In our LocoFile 
example, each record has only four 
fields: the author, the title, the 
publisher and the price. 

The big picture is of course the 
database itself - any collection of 
organised information. 



Hints & Tips 

• Need to find a data 
tile in a hurry? Make 
things easy on 
yourself by following 
this simple rule. Give 
all of your data Hies 
the suffix .DAT. Then 
they will always stand 
out from the crowd. 

• A quick way to 
choose the Run 
LocoFile option (see 
our first screenshot ) is 
to simply press |R] 
[ENTER], This avoids 
the need lo scroll 
down the menu. 



Price or prize? 

LocoFile on its own 
costs £29.95: LocoFile 
and LocoScript 2 
together cost £49.90. 
They are uvailable 
from Locomotive 
Software on (0306) 
740606. But, if 
you're feeling lucky, 
why not enter our 
competition on this 
month's Back Page? 
We've got three 
copies of LocoFile 
to give away! 
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Carbon ribbon 
replacement 

Fact File 

• AliiclcJink will 
supply replacement 
spools iif riliimn lor 
£1.511 each, plus 99p 
per order. They have 
multiple spin. I kits: u 
puck of live refills 
win cost £8.49, 

1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 ^ i 1 1 Li the cost or 
each "new' cassette 
down to £1.70. If - 
even after following 
our walkthrough - 
you woultl still 
prefer not to 
undertake the 
replacement 
procedure lor 
yourself, Aladdink 
will do it for you. at 
a COSl Of £2.<H> per 
ribbon, plus 99p per 
order. Contact them 
at l\c mi hi 111. 
Berwickshire. II) I J 
5AP, telephone 
i(IS')07 150965 
9 Carbon film 
ribbons are the 
order of the day if 
you are using your 
PCVV for producing 
legal documents of 
an) kind. The ink is 
not removable using 
the standard "press 
on. lift off ink 
erasers which you 
can buy in high 
street stationers. 

• AnewPC\V95l2 
comes with a carbon 
film ribbon as 
standard. However. 
if yon wish to change 
to a fabric ribbon, 
you will need to reset 
the printer. Press 
|I'TR| followed by 
|fK|, and change the 
setting from "film' to 

cloth. This will 
customise the 
pressure and speed 
of the printhead 
hammers to suit the 
fabric ribbon. 

• An "average' 
carbon Mini ribbon 
measures 2111 metres 
in length, and will 
provide a yield or 
approximately 

Iimmkmi characters. 



26 March 91 



Carbon Copy 

Replacing a carbon film ribbon for the PCW9512 used to mean buying a 
whole new cassette - until now. We find out how you can replace carbon 
ribbons in the comfort of your own home - and save pounds into the bargain 



Replacing ribbons is probably 
not something which most 
people consider if they are 
owners of the carbon film (or 
multistrike) variety. After all. they 
cannot be 'refreshed'. like their fabric 
cousins, and once expired, the carbon 
film ribbon is often tattered and 
punctured. The only thing which 
remains intact is the cassette (the plastic 
housing for the ribbon) itself. 

And this is precisely the foundation 
upon which Scotland-based Aladdink 
have modelled their carbon film ribbon 
replacement kit. Why throw away a 
basic piece of equipment, when it can 
be used over and over again? 
Aladdink's 'kit' allows you to replace 
just the ribbon, retaining the cassette for 
further use. With replacement cassettes 
costing anything from £3.00 upwards 
each time (and some high street retailers 
will charge over £6.00 for one carbon 
film ribbon), a cheaper way to keep 
your output clean and clear has got to be 
welcomed. Aladdink charge £1.50 per 
replacement ribbon ( see Fact File in the 
margin) - and you don't have to be a 
wizard mathematician to work out just 
how much money you can save by 
tackling replacement yourself. 



However, as is the case with practically 
everything DIY. there is always the 
question of whether it is worth spending 
the time and effort on trying to emulate 
the work of the true professionals. Can 
you really expect tip top results from 
your homespun efforts? 8000 Plus 
decided to find out. 

But what is the difference between 
carbon film and fabric ribbons? 
Multistrike manufacturers claim several 
advantages of their product over its 
fabric counterpart. 

Their reasons are as follows. First 
of all. carbon ribbons produce a much 
sharper, cleaner output, and for this 
reason are the preferred choice for the 
production of work for submission to 
professional organisations. The second 
reason for choosing carbon film ribbons 
is that they arc 'kinder' to the 
daisywheel printhead. The mesh 
structure of a fabric ribbon can cause 
damage to the 95 12 printer, because of 
the risk of tearing. Also, the type of ink 
which is used can cause messy deposits 
on the printhead. which could lead to 
clogging. This is what can create 
'fuzziness' on the printed page. 

If you are using a fabric ribbon for 
your 95 1 2, and you decide to change to 



the carbon film variety, you will need to 
buy a new cassette. Fabric and carbon 
cassettes are not interchangeable, 
because of their differing internal 
design. The fabric ribbon consists of a 
long, continuous 'loop', whereas the 
carbon film variety operates via a spool 
to spool system. 

So, now to the operation itself. One 
piece of advice: before you start, make 
sure that you have everything that you 
are going to need close to hand. The 
replacement procedure can be fiddly, 
and you will not want to have your 
attention diverted by lack of equipment. 
The rest is simple - and the ease of the 
process will come as a pleasant surprise. 

Next month, we continue our series of 
DIY maintenance programmes with a 
look at PCW9512 printer repairs. 
When you are sure that both the 
ribbon and the printwheel are in good 
order, but you are still getting less 
than perfect output, it could well be 
that part of the printhead is broken or 
damaged. The good news is that 
repairs are easy to carry out - and will 
save a hefty bill from the dealer. Don't 
miss next month's step by step guide! 



Before replacement 



After replacement 




1 Used ribbon spool - the used ribbon is often fully unwound out 
of the cassette case, leaving a loose end. Notice how the ribbon is 
punctured by the cogs of the blue driver 

2 New ribbon spool - this has about 8 inches of clear tape at the 
beginning, and a tab of adhesive tape for attachment to the roller 

3 Carbon film ribbon - must be taut between the feeder jaws 

4 Red roller - forms the hub for the new spool of ribbon 



5 Grey roller - the receiving hub for the ribbon as it winds on 

6 Holding spring - secures both hubs to the cassette box 

7 Driver - the external and internal ribbon winding mechanism 

8 Driver spring - maintains tension on the driver hub 

9 Tension spring - maintains correct tension of the new ribbon 

1 Guldepost - ribbon is always fed around the outside of a post 

11 Lug - secures the cassette lid to its base 




IThe first step is to remove the lid of the cassette. The best 
technique is to slide the knife edge across the gap you have 
created until you meet with some resistance. This comes in the 
form of one of the plastic lugs' which secure the cassette lid to 
the base. Once you have encountered one of these, simply take 
the knife out, re-insert it beyond the lug, and continue your course 
around the perimeter of the lid. The end result will be a raised lid, 
which will lift off with only slight resistance from the plastic lugs. 



2 Put the cassette lid to one side. Don't worry if you have 
snapped a couple of the plastic lugs when removing the lid. 
Take a look at the contents of the used cassette, and check the 
various components against the diagram opposite. The next step 
is to release the two holding springs, which are attached to the 
red and grey rollers. The red roller can then be taken out of the 
cassette, and put to one side in preparation for use with the new 
cassette. Now, lift the tension spring clear of the used ribbon. 




3 Remove the used spool of ribbon from the cassette box. 
Push out the grey roller, and put to one side. What remains is 
an empty cassette, with the various component parts freed from 
their anchor points. Take care not to lose any of these; they are 
not easy to replace. Check that everything is still there; one thing 
which can be discarded is the plastic ring which comes away 
when you release the red roller. Now clear the work surface of any 
clutter, such as the old ribbon, or the cassette lid. 



4 Place the new ribbon inside the empty cassette, over to the 
right of the chamber. Take the red roller, and push it into the 
centre of the new spool of ribbon. The ribbon should be placed so 
that it unwinds clockwise out of the cassette, outside of the guide 
post. Take the end across to the opening of the other side of the 
cassette, and feed it back in to the chamber - again, outside the 
guide post. Use the self adhesive tape on the end ol the ribbon to 
fix it to the grey roller, so that it winds on clockwise. 




5 Now, take the arm of the lower (and longer) of the two 
holding springs and insert it into the centre of the red roller 
which is in the middle of the new ribbon. Take the upper holding 
spring and place ft in the centre of the grey roller. Make sure that 
the grey roller sits flush against the blue driver cog. Lift the 
tension spring over the stretch of unwound ribbon where it leaves 
the main spool. Take care not to trap the ribbon underneath the 
end of the tension spring arm. 



6 The final stage is to replace the cassette lid. The chief area 
of concern here is the blue driver. During the ribbon 
replacement procedure, it is more than likely that the driver will 
have become dislodged from its housing in a small hole in the 
bottom of the cassette. The cassette lid has a corresponding hole 
for the top of the driver. Using your knife edge to press down on 
the driver, place the lid over the driver head and line it up with all 
the lug chambers. Then, gently press the lid back into position. 



Carbon ribbon 
replacement 

Hints & Tips 

• Step 1 : A penknife 
is :i BOOd l"»l U) list* 
for prising the lid 
from the cassette. It 
is sharp enough to 
make the initial 
'incision', and blunt 
enough not to 
damage the plastic 
casing. This is the 
onlj piece of 
•equipment' 
required for the job. 
other than a new 
spool of ribbon. 
~ Step I : Be sure to 
hold the cassette 
firmly to the work 
surface when 
removing the lid. 
There arc a number 
of small, loose parts 
inside the cassette. 
all of which need to 
be re-positioned 
towards the end of 
the operation. 

• Step 2: When you 
need to lift the 
holding or tendon 
springs, use the tip of 
your knife to do so, 
rather than your 
fingers. This will 
facilitate access and 
improve control. 

Step 4: Before you 
place the new spool 
into the empty 
chamber, unwind a 
small section of 
ribhon. The urea 
inside the cassette is 
a very small one for 
adult hands to work 
in, and with parts 
still loose at this 
stage, unwinding 
from scratch with 
the ribbon in place 
could be very tiddly. 

Step 6: With all 
the plastic logs 
aligned with their 
'housings', the best 
way of securing the 
lid to the base is to 
press down gently 
»itli the palm of 
your hand. Then, 
wind the ribbon on 
until it occupies the 
entire width between 
each feeder jaw. 
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How to order: Axxon Computer Supplies 

Post lo: PO Box 279A, Surbilon. Surrey, KT5 9QU. r 



Call 081-335 3180 



VIS* 



• Prices are lor Mall Order Only • We reserve the right lo alter specifications and pnces without notice • Quantity order please nng | 
lor prices • Government, Educational Authority orders welcome (mm £50) • No export orders • All trade marks acknowledged. 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1st CLASS DELIVERY UK & BFPO ONLY 



3 CF2DISK s off 



1 off 20 off 



Amsolt CF2 £10.00 £18.00 £34.95 

Maxell CF2 £10.00 £18.00 £34.95 

Maxell CF2-D £11.50 £21.50 £41.95 

Maxell CF2 (individually cased) £11.50 £21.50 £41.95 



RIBBONS, AMSTRAD COMPATIBLE 

VERY HIGH QUALITY 1 off 5 off 10 off 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistnke £2.65 £2.55 £2.45 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon £3.45 £3.20 £2.70 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.50 £3.25 £3.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon (long tile 14m).£3.40 £3.10 £2.80 

Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 £3.50 3.00 £2.50 

Citizen 120D £3.50 £3.00 £2.50 

NEC P2200/P2+ £4.50 .._ £4.00 £3.50 

Minimum order 2 ribbons, except with other items ordered 



SOFTWARE 



Mini Office Professional.. 

Micro Design II 

Super DOS 

The System Personaliser . 

Foreword 

Money Manager PCW 



..£25.50 
..£39.00 
..£29.95 
..£15.00 
..£39.95 
..£32.50 



HARDWARE 



ProSCAN Handscanner „ £175.00 

AMX Mouse ( w/intertace) £48.00 

AMX Mouse w'Micro Design II £79.95 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Junior Playtime .C10 50 

Ultimate Sums _ £1050 

Ultimate Quiz E10.50 

School's Out £10 50 

C-oss Gr<J iC-osswofO Without Clues) £10 50 

Fun School 3 Unctef 5's £17.50 

Fun School 3 5 to 7s ... £17.50 

Fun School 3 Over Ts „. £17.50 

Gnome Ranger £11.95 

Ingrufs Bach (Secjuel toGnome Hanper) £11.95 



Telri5 £15.00 1 

Scapo Ghost £15.50 

The Complete Home Entertainment Centre £13 95 

Time«Magik £11.95 

Buran £13.95 

Terracom _ £1395 

Grand Slam , £13 95 



Sir Perceval 

F16 Combat Pilot. 



£13.95 

£22.95 



SCA RAMPACKS 

512K £113.85 

768K £136.85 

1.5Mb , £228.85 



SCA interfaces (serial/parallel) for 
Amstrad PCWs 

Professional £49.45 

Professional Plus £59.80 



DUST COVERS 

8256/ 8512 and 9512 

PCW 82688512 (3pcsl £8.55 

PCW 9512 (3pcs) £8.55 



PCW 9512 . Sheet Feeder (3pcs)..£11.55 

NEW!! Kador Seal W Type 

Keyboard Protector PCW 

8256/9512/8512 £13.95 each 



BOOKS 

LocoScrppI II User Gude 

Locomail User Guide 

M in one Mini Oflice Piota 



DeskTop PuMttng Amstrad PCW 
Mallard Base Intro * Ret _ 



£19.95 

£19.95 

£11 95 

£9.50 

£9.95 



PCW Macrnne Cooe 

Program your PCW iMalami 
PCW Super Code 

Mastering Amst 82S6VB512 

Illustrated Locoscript 

Locoscnpl II - Mail. File. Sped 
Proteit PCW UwrGwOe 



£13.95 

£8 SO 
£13 95 
£8 95 
£10 95 
£1095 
£10 95 



BITS & BOBS 

3" Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5 95 

Pnnler Cable D25-Cen 36 £7 95 

Primer Cable CEN 36-Cen 36 £9.95 



New 1 Re-Ink (Re inks Fabnc Ribbons! ... £1J95| 

3" Amstrad storage box (10 cap) £5.951 

3" storage box (5 cap) £2.50 1 

3" individual plastic case 50p each I 

Margin Maker MM3I (6256/8512) £14.50| 

Tracey £7.95 1 



Two Programs EVERY PCW should have! 




NEW! 

pcw-2inl Version 2 is now the 
ultimate Disc Manager for the 
PCW. Automatically handling 
both PCW discs and those from an 
IBM-PC or compatible, you can 
use 2inVs windows and cursors to 
move around Discs and Groups quickly and easily, 
marking any number of files for copying or deletion 
with a single keystroke, on either type of disc. 

pcw-2inl Version 2 runs on all PCW models, will 
format or verify both PCW and IBM-PC discs, and 
even lets the PCW9512 use PCW8256 CF2-type 
discs! 

pcw-2inl costs £29.95, or comes FREE with a 3.5" 
second drive for PCW8256/95 1 2 at just £99.95 plus 
£3 carriage (includes full cabling and instructions) 




pcw-ToolKit Version 2 is the lead- 
ing disc recovery program for the 
Amstrad PCW. Specially de- 
signed, it makes full use of the 
PCW's screen and keyboard to 
allow anyone to recover damaged 
discs and data easily. 



Many of the commonest disc faults can be repaired 
by pcw-ToolKit almost automatically. Would you 
wait for a fire before getting an extinguisher? Buy a 
copy of pcw-ToolKit now and find out what it can 
do before you next get that "Missing Address 
Mark"! 

pcw-ToolKit costs just £24.95 

How much are YOUR files worth? 



Also available : 

pcw-MFU - Use other CP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on l he PCW £49.95 

Blank Discs : 

TEN High-Quality, Branded 3.5" discs in library box £ 9.95 

TEN Amsoft/Maxell 3" discs £19.95 



Please ask for ftirther details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disc Drives. All prices shown include V.A.T. 
and delivery wilhin the U.K. except where otherwise slated. VISA/ACCKSS accepted Foreign enquiries welcome. B&OE 



computing 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



Case in Point _ 




Food for Thought 

Judith White and her PCW are promoting European tastes, on this side of 
the channel. Karen Donaghay went in search of their special recipe for success 



An American tourist, an 
impatient husband and an 
enduring love of French food 
proved to be a winning 
combination for Judith White. It was 
one that prompted a trail of discovery, 
spanning three years and countless trips 
to France. As a result. Judith is now the 
proud publisher of her very own book. 
Judith recalled the fateful night. "I 
was sitting in a French restaurant." she 
said, "when an American tourist on the 
next table was having problems with the 
menu". Judith, a fluent French speaker, 
was called to the rescue. When she 
returned to her own table, and the 
inevitably cold meal, her husband 
suggested, somewhat wryly, that she 
should compile her own translated list of 
French food. Then perhaps they could 
enjoy their meal in peace. 

Not the sort of comment to be taken 
lightly by a PCW owner. Judith took 
him at his word, and soon after began to 
write Bon App&it; a guide to every 
French dish one can possibly imagine. 

Starting with those dishes she 
already knew. Judith set about 
compiling a list. Being both a lover of 
France and a trained caterer, this 
preliminary collection alone amounted 



to a considerable number, and might 
well have proved sufficient for many 
people. But Judith wanted to go further. 
She then proceeded to scour her large 
collection of cookery books. By this 
time her PCW8256 was teeming with 
some of the most delicious culinary fare 
in the world. 

Dish of the day 

The dishes were entered into a 
LocoScript document, along with their 
English translations. At this stage they 
were not in any order - but then. Judith 
discovered Listings. 

"In Issue 12 of 8000 Plus." she told 
us. "I came across a sorting program, 
which was exactly what I needed." 
Despite her initial wariness, the program 
worked perfectly, sorting the list into 
alphabetical order. 

By now Judith was in her element. 
She started to view the dictionary as a 
serious publishing prospect and it was at 
this stage that she made her first major 
investment. 

"1 came across the SCA Rampac in 
an 8000 Plus review", she said, "and I 
realised that here was a product capable 
of sorting out my PCW's memory 
problems." The Rampac arrived two 



days later and her initial qualms proved 
to be unwarranted. "I'm not the world's 
most technical person". Judith admitted, 
"but even I could cope with the 
installation of the Rampac." 

Meanwhile, she continued with her 
research, putting the finishing touches to 
her list of French dishes. "This was the 
fun pan." she laughed. Several more 
trips across the channel were called for 
-all in the line of duty, of course. 

"I generally head for the more 
remote areas," Judith told us - a 
predilection that led to the discovery of 
many regional specialities to add to her 
list. One of her favourite entries is The 
Parson's Nose, viewed with trepidation 
by most English folk. The French ► 

Bon Appetit! 

The pocket-sized book, Bon Appetit, 
includes a guide to eating out in 
France, plus over 3500 definitions of 
mouth-watering French dishes. 

It can be obtained by writing to 
Peppercorn Books, 24 Cromwell Road, 
Ely, Cambs, CB6 IAS. enclosing a 
cheque or Postal Order for £4.80 plus 
40p to cover postage and packing. 



Power pack 

The Rampac that 
provided Judith with 
a new surge of PCW 
power can be 
brought from SCA 
Systems Ltd., 61 
Ferringham Lane, 
Ferring, Worthing, 
West Sussex, BN12 
5LW. It costs 
£228.85 including 
postage and VAT 
and the number to 
ring for more 
information is (0903) 
700288. 







Hot off 
the press 

Printing costs can be 
drastically reduced if 
you are prepared to 
jump in at the deep 
end with a bulk 
order. So, if you 
require 6000 copies, 
then the cost of 
producing each book 
could be less than a 
pound. 
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Into print 

Judith's friendly local 
printer- with the 
good taste in 
computers - was 
Mann's Fordham 
Printers, 27 Market 
Street, Fordham, Ely. 
Cambs, CB6 IAS. 
The diminutive 3" 
disc is no hurdle (o 
these people - they 
use the PCW 
themselves. 



Garlic breadth 

Just as the eskimos 
have more than fifty 
names for snow, so 
the French have a fair 
few names for garlic. 
Bon Appetit lists 
various versions: ail, 
chapon a Tail, aiilade, 
pain a I'aillade, aille, 
ailloli and aioli. Phew! 
This means - for any 
aspiring garlophiles - 
garlic, cold garlic 
bread, garlic sauce, 
toasted garlic bread, 
garlic-flavoured and 
the last two refer to 
mayonnaise with 
pounded garlic. 
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description, however, is rather more 
endearing, as Judith happily explained. 

"They call it Le sot I'y laisse." she 
told us. "Its literal translation is the fool 
leaves it." 

So. could Bon Appetit be one way 
of enticing the English away from their 
meat and two veg? "Certainly." she 
agreed. "French food is incredibly 
varied, but most people want to know 
what they are ordering, before it turns 
up on the plate - rather than after." 

Copy-right 

To prove her point. Judith promptly 
produced a copy of Bon Appetit. Sure 
enough, the small volume was packed 
with exotic descriptions - enough to 
make most English menus pale in 
comparison. 

More surprising, however, was the 
book itself. Self-publishing often means 
poor quality: but Bon Appetit passed 
this test with flying colours. The cover 
would not look out of place in any smart 
bookstore and its simple design, based 
on the French national flag, was Judith's 
own idea. Every page within is 
attractively presented and easy to read. 

Once again, the decision to go it 
alone was inspired by an article in 8000 
Plus. "Be your own publisher", the first 
sentence promised: an exhortation that 
could easily have been written for Judith 
White personally. 

"I found the advice invaluable" she 
said. "There is more to self-publishing 
than meets the eye. and it is helpful to 
know what's around the corner." This 
sounded like the voice of experience, so 
what - we wondered - should an 
aspiring self-publisher look out for? 

"The thing to remember." she 
explained, "is that publishing involves 
more than just writing the book, paying 
the printers and then forgetting it 
completely. The whole process is 
actually quite involved." 

Judith's first publishing task was to 
decide on the layout of the book. An 
artistic friend compiled some 
illustrations, and Judith designed the 
cover herself. The next step was 
potentially tricky: to transform her 
LocoScript notes into the final book. 

"1 was lucky enough to find a 
printer, in my home town, who owned a 
PCW," said Judith. The 3" disc, 
containing her masterpiece, was duly 
handed over. "I don't understand the 
printing process at all." she admitted 
freely. "All I know is that Bon Appetit 
came out at the other end". 

Nice to know that some things in 
life are simple but. with no less than 
6000 copies of Bon Appetit on her 
hands, the work for Judith and her PCW 
had only just begun. 

Market day 

Marketing is not just for high powered 
executives, and Judith is a tireless 
campaigner for her own book. "Most 
bookshops will throw a selling letter 
into the bin," she said. "It is far more 
rewarding to turn up in person." 

This meant several trips around the 



bookstores of London but. even when 
they placed an order, there was no room 
for complacency. "Most will only take a 
few copies to begin with." she 
explained, "and the bigger bookshops 
don't always realise when the last copy 
has been sold, so they don't 
automatically re-order." 

It was beginning to sound like an 
administrative nightmare but. with her 
PCW, Judith has worked out a system 
for keeping up with the marketing. "My 
PCW keeps a list of all of the buyers in 
a Mini Office database," she explained. 
"Then I produce mailing lists at regular 
intervals to remind my customers to re- 
order Bon Appeitit." 

Mini Office is also invaluable for 
providing invoices, statements and even 
the occasional final demand. 

Luckily, dealing with harassed 
bookshop-owners is not the only way to 
sell your own book, as Judith 
discovered. "I actually sell more copies 
of Bon Appetit through mail-order," she 
told us. Judith advertises in several 
newspapers and magazines, and even 
does her own analysis of the sales 
response. "When 1 receive an order. I 
enter it into my Mini Office database, 
and this tells me which advertising 
space generates the most attention." 

She was delighted to find that her 
book was well received by some of the 
nation's top food experts. Both the 
BBC's Good Food Guide and Homes 
SlGardens .magazine recommended it 
highly. "This book is invaluable", raved 
the Good Food Guide, and Homes & 



Gardens succinctly described Bon 
Appetit as "brilliant". 

Once the orders started flooding in, 
Judith turned to her PCW to keep things 
under control. Mini Office handles all of 
her accounts and the programs' graphics 
module can produce an instant picture 
of the profits and losses on a pie chart. 

With Judith's skills as a book 
compiler and administrator. Bon Appetit 
looks sure to be a success. But what was 
next in store for this enterprising PCW 
user? Buon Appetito. perhaps? Judith 
thought not. 

"I don't think there would be the 
market for it." she commented. "And 
besides." she added. "I don't speak a 
word of Italian." 

Her next book, we discovered, is 
more likely to be a French recipe 
collection. "The only difficulty", she 
said, "is that it is hard to think of a 
novel idea for a recipe book." 

Whatever she chooses as her next 
venture, Judith and her PCW8256 are 
sure to rise to the challenge. But. for the 
time being. Bon Appeni remains her 
major project. 

Those summer months will be 
crucial to its success, and a few more 
trips to France will doubtless be called 
for - this time for selling purposes. 

So. woe betide any American tourist 
who needs advice on Le Menu . Judith is 
sure to seize the opportunity to sell them 
a copy of Bon Appetit, before returning 
to another cold meal, and. of course, her 
long-suffering husband. But. as they say 
in France, C'est la vie! • 
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The final product bears testimony to the professionalism and sheer hard work that 
produced "Bon Appetit". The PCW played a large part in getting it off the ground 



Sound Advice 



"I couldn't have done it without 8000 
Plus" said dedicated reader, Judith 
White. Here are some of the articles 
that pointed her along the road to 
publishing success. 

"Bringing to Book" by Mike Gerrard 
was a feature all about publishing your 
own book and featured in 8000 Plus in 
the March 1990 issue. Two more 
articles on DIY publishing can be found 



in our April '89 and May '89 issues. 

The Listings program that put Bon 
Appetit into alphabetical order was way 
back in those good of 8000 Plus days 
of September '87. Finally, our review of 
the SCA Rampac was rather more 
recent and can be found in the February 
1990 issue. 

ft just goes to show that, with good 
advice, anything's possible! 



MicroDesign2 

". . .without doubt, the best 
desktop publishing package 
available for the PCW." <pcw-woru» 

* Compatible with most PCW word-processors and graphics programs 

* Built in word-processor and font designer 

* High quality printing (9-pin, 24-pin, InkJet and laser printers) 



ALSO AVAILABLE... 

Graphics libraries for maps 
and church publications: 




Three discs of extra Fonts, 
including... 

baghdad HELVETIC Florid 

Colder. Cuckoo Times 

CeLtic "Sw&ft ScribbU 

...anb many mocc! 



MicroDesign2 PC 

MicroDesign2 is now available for PCs and compatibles: 
we have made some improvements, including high- 
resolution printer drivers, but the new program has the 
same familiar structure and facilities of the PCW 
version. All Font and Graphics library discs are also 
available in PC format. 



THIS ADVERT WAS DESIGNED AND PRINTED USING A PCW9512 WITH 
MICRODESIGN2 • PROSCAN SOFTWARE AND AN HP DESKJET PRINTER 



ProSCAN 



The new Image Scanner for 
the Amstrad PCW series 

A must for anyone (80 ooplus 
seriously into DTP' MAGAZINE) 

* Scanning resolution up to 400 dpi 

* Image editing and disc storage 

* Compatible with DTP programs 

* Best graphics printing ever on a PCW 

* Full A4 scanning with Amstrad Fax 




SCANNED FROM A 
COLOUR MAGAZINE 



ProSCAN (PCW) £179.95 £> for Qnl £22Q 

MicroDesign2 (PCW) £59.95 t " 



MicroDesign2 (PC) £69.95 

Extra Fonts Discs (each) ... £14.95 
Parish Library (2 discs) .... £19.95 
Maps Library (2 discs) £19.95 



PRICES INCLUDE 
VAT AND POSTAGE 

FONT AND GRAPHICS DISCS 
AVAILABLE FOR PCW AND PC 





10 Park St 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 7AG 

tel 0889567160 

fax 0889563548 






CREATIVE TE CHNOLOGY 
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ACT NOW 

before April 5th 

Write or phone to 
CAMSOFT for details of 
the PC / PCW Payroll 
package, as already used 
by over 3,000 companies. 

Fully approved by 

Inland Revenue & DSS. 

CAMSOFT Payroll costs £99 (PC), or £60 (PCW), plus 

VAT, including one year's FREE support & all upgrades. 

Completely comprehensive. CAMSOFT Payroll 
incorporates a vast range of options to suit every size of 
business from 2 to 5000 employees. 

Contact: Clare Jones, 

Cambrian Software Ltd, 
Unit 2, Maenofferen, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, 

Gwynedd. LL41 3DL. 
Tel: 0766 831 878 
Fax: 0766 830 801 




DESKING Three 

COMPACT & ERG0N0MIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW 
Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you just 
don't have enough space 
for everything. 
DESKING Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 




• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roll-out keyboard for comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper tray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors 
DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 

delivered directly to you within £* "1 /I G 

48 hrs at our special price of just X, | IfJJ . vat 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 

ORDERING: CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

0993-883277 



OWomOX7 2A8 0Sm«1»1! » WW 



PLC GOVT EDUCATIONAL i DEALER ORDERS 
WELCOME OR SEND PAYMENT TO: 

or FAX 0993 883333 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNITURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 
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BOOKL 



EXPLOITING THE AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

by John Campbell and Marion Pye 



£1 4.95 • He inemann New Tech • Ha Hey Court, 
Jordan Hill, Oxford 
ISBN 7506 0075 6 



Value Verdict = Well worth reading 




This book slarts off by telling you thai 
you arc normal. You bought your first 
computer, you got it home and set it up. 
But you didn't immediately start to pro- 
gram in assembler, talk to computers on 
the other side of the world, or control 
aeroplanes landing at Heathrow. 

Instead, you got your computer 
home, eventually plucked up the 
courage to switch it on. loaded up 
LocoScript and stayed there. And If the 
authors of this book are to be believed, 
you stayed there (or will stay there) lor 
an average of eight months before you 
even started to consider using your 
computer for anything else. 

The first time owner who has never 
experienced the thrill of a computer 
keyboard before usually wants to spend 
time sorting things out. and discovering 
that computers are not the dread instru- 
ments of late twentieth century manipu- 
lation that they are often imagined to be. 

Il is only when these new users - if 
they are PCW owners - feel quite safe 
in the LocoScript environment, and feel 
confident that they know how the 
computer will react if things go wrong, 
that they will begin to explore beyond 
its confines. 

Back to School 

Even so. it is at first a bit surprising that 
the book spends so much time concen- 
trating on LocoScript. "Aha." you say. 
"Fine for the beginner, but I know all I 
need to know about LocoScript." 

Perhaps so. but perhaps not. If you 
have been using the package for some 
time there are very probably several 
functions which you read about (or 
missed out altogether! in that first fren- 
zied Mick through the manual, which 
you did not need immediately, and 
which you have subsequently forgotten. 
Or you may have picked up some com- 
puting habits (both good and badl which 
it would be a good idea to scrutinise 
alongside somebody else's suggestions. 
Seen in this light, the first part of 
• the book suddenly becomes more valu- 
able. It is certainly very readable, adopt- 
ing what il refers to as a "belt and 
braces approach". All the typing and 
keystroking sequences are clearly 
labelled, with liberal use of bold print- 



ing, square brackets and numbered para- 
graphs, and there are plenty of screen- 
shots as illustrations. Each page is given 
a heading indicating exactly what it 
deals with, saving much frustration if 
you are using the book for reference. 

Subjects are dealt with in a logical 
order, with the bare essentials first, and 
the more refined niceties later. The pace 
of the hook means that some things 
have to be omitted - it does not. for 
instance, mention every possible reason 
for using individual facilities, nor is il 
packed full of wickedly clever lips. 

The reader is occasionally referred 
back to the User Guide for a complete 
description of certain subjects - another 
reason why this may not he the ideal 



Exploiting 

theAmstrad 

PCW9512 



So. exploitation can be respectable after all! 

book for the total novice - but if you are 
sent back to the manual, you can be sure 
that you will view it with the confidence 
of someone who already understands 
the background into which any new 
information will be assimilated. 

LocoMail and LocoSpell (which 
come packaged with the 95 I2's 
LocoScript) arc dealt with al the end of 
the LocoScript section. Again, the cov- 
erage given to them does not get bogged 
down in details, but presents a selection 
of examples to type in and follow. 



These should give you enough informa- 
tion to be able to go back to the manual 
and understand what is going on! 

The other disc 

Having consolidated LocoScript. the 
book moves on to what should be con- 
sidered its main strength. There are few 
really simple guides to CP/M. and it is 
refreshing to find one here. 

It is all to easy for a CP/M guide to 
become a nightmarish list of options, 
parameters and jargon. Not so here. The 
important and more commonly used 
utilities are dealt with simply and 
efficiently, but room is also given to 
those utilities which are only of interest 
to the 95 1 2. and so which are normally 
swept under the carpet. 

So it is good to see a section on 
8000COPY. the little known utility that 
makes discs intended for the S5l2's sin- 
gle density drive readable on the 95 1 2. 
It won't necessarily make programs 
written for the 85 1 2 work on its higher- 
numbered brother (a fact that the book 
doesn't make prominent) but il will 
allow you to read data thai would other- 
wise be inaccessible. 

Stepping out 

The final section of the book is where 
the exploiting really begins. Eight 
months with your computer, and you are 
beginning to look kindly on the 
machine, and thinking that perhaps you 
might begin to use it to run your life and 
business. You need more than a word 
processor, you need a database and a 
spreadsheet. 

But w here to begin? Well, this book 
will give you some ideas. It goes 
through ihe basics of both sorts of appli- 
cation, using LocoFile (which works 
from within LocoScript). dBase II and 
SuperCalc2. applying the same easy 
approach that was given to LocoScript. 
Again, il is loo much to hope for a com- 
plete tutorial in a few pages, but you 
ought lo gain enough confidence and 
insight of any of these programs io be 
able to work your way through the 
respective manuals. 

The culmination of the book is a 
chapter on Mini Office Professional. 
Again, a logical step forwards, since the 
package combines all the applications 
dealt with so far within a single, inte- 
grated suite of programs. 

And for the rest of the PCW world? 
Well, some of the details in ihe book 
will not be relevant - the excellent sec- 
tions on the daisywheel printer will pass 
over the SOCK) user's dot matrix print 
head - but the general thrust is still very 
applicable. So. if you are beginning to 
gel settled in your computing ways, or 
are beginning to think big. it may well 
be exactly the book that you are looking 
for. whatever your machine. # 
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THE ULTIMATE PCW SPACE SAVER SYSTEM! 



"Interesting solution . . . thoughtfully designed" says 8000 Plus 



Com-Stax are a unique range of computer workpoints that stack your complete 
Amstrad PCW 8256/8512/9512 or PC 1512/1640 in under a quarter of a square 
metre of floorspace. 

A Com-Stax workpoint is dedicated to each model of computer and fits like a glove, 
the reclining monitor position and angled keyboard making your computer even more 
user friendly. 

Com-Stax interchangeable accessories enable you to tailor your workpoint to 
your own individual needs. Locking Castors will mobilise your workpoint. a 

Papertray will cope with continuous paper, a 
Copyholder will position your reference 
documents adjacent to the screen, a Workshelf will 
provide an essential work surface adjacent to the 
keyboard and a one-piece Dustcover will neatly 
protect your machine when not in use. 
A matching Com-Stax side table/printer 
stand is available to hold an additional 
printer. When fitted with a keyboard 
shelf, this unit becomes an ideal 
workpoint for the Amstrad CPC or other 
home computers. Com-Stax accessories are 
of course compatible with the side table. 
All Com-Stax workpoints are beautifully 
finished in durable Black, White or Grey 
lacquer, supplied in flat-pack form and 
easily assembled in minutes with the alien 
key provided. The PC 1512/1640 
workpoint (75cm highx37.5cm 
wide x 55cm deep) though not 
illustrated here is priced at £55.95. 
Phone or write for brochure and prices. 




ti 






TO ORDER: Post your cheque together with your name and address and choice of colour- grey, white , >>^> «m 

or black to: T.F.S. Comstax Ltd. Freepost. Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks HP8 4BR. I NfffWZ avaSefo'r'all 

Telesales: 0240 73031 Fax: 0240 771190. Please allow 28 days for delivery. | Co m^tax ^ £14 qo inc. p&p 
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NEW LOWER PRICES - WINTER SALE 

All prices include VAT & Delivery - Full money back Guarantee - Credit Card Hotline 

Send SAE for FREE Catalogue or telephone 0384-66269 anytime. K 0384 - 66269 ^ 



HARDWARE 



COPY HOLDERS 

CopyArm £6.95 

A4 Desktop £11.95 

A3 Desktop £13.95 



PRINTER STANDS 

Adjustable £12.95 

Adj with PaperTray ..£17.95 
Mobile Stands £49.95 



FAX STAND & TRAY £39.00 



MEMORY UPGRADES 

256K Chips £21.00 

SCA 512K RAM PAC-Plug in n' Go £110.00 

Other sizes POA 



ANTI GLARE FILTERS £14.95 



AMSTRAD FD4 3" DRIVE: 

720K 'B' Drive tits both PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 ..£130.00 

TEAC 3 1/2" B DRIVE: 
Includes FREE software to Read PCW disks on a PC 
Compatible External, plug in n Go £89.95 



AMX MOUSE & INTERFACE £46.95 
SCA PROFESSIONAL INTERFACE £49.00 
AMSTRAD CPS 8256 INTERFACE £39.00 



DON'T THROW AWAY 
YOUR USED FABRIC RIBBONS: 
RE-INK FOR £1.45 each (BLACK) 



Professional Re-Inking Service lo Sthools. Locol Authorities & Home / Small 
Business. We use ONLY Certified Dot Matrix Ink • Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Black only • El .45 each. 



PCW-World 



All products Guaranteed, Alt prices include VAT , 

Delivery, We accept credit card, cheque, postal order & 

Local Authority, Government Purchase orders. 

FAX 0384 66269 TEL 



SOFTWARE I HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



dBase II £39.95 LocoScript PC £99.00 

ProScan £1 79.00 LocoLink £29.95 

MicroDesign 2 £39.00 Mini Office Pro £29.95 



MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE 
SEND SAE FOR FREE CATALOGUE 



BASIC PROGRAMMERS 

THREE TITLES NOW AVAILABLE BY RENOWNED 
PROGRAMMER, GEOFFREY CHILDS. 



PCW: BASIC TUTORIAL 

An Interactive Disk based course ol 6 lessons. Ideal lor the 

novice Includes Mini Extended Basic £13.95 

PCW: PEEK & POKE 

An advanced course of 15 chapters, complete with exercises ..£12.95 

PCW: STREAMLINED BASIC 

MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION NOT TO BE FOUND 
ELSEWHERE - Improve your programming techniques 
complete with disk full ol sample programs £18.95 



QUANTITY 5 

Panasonic 3" £10.95.. 

Maxell 3" Uncased £9.95... 

Maxell 3" Cased £11.95.. 

Amsoft3" Uncased.. £10.95... 

Artisoft 3" Cased £1 2.95 ... 

Rigid 3" Plastic Cases .£2.50 .. 

Disk Labels 3" £0.35.. 

31/2" Disks £4.95... 

51/4" Disks £2.50.. 



10 20 50 

£18.95 £37.75....£94.00 

£16.99 £33.50. ...£83.00 

£21.95 £43.25. .£105.00 

£19.75 E39.00....E95.00 

£23.95 £47.00 ..£115.00 

..£4.95 E9.45....E22.00 

..£0.65 £1.20 £2.00 

..£7.95 £14.95....£35.00 

.£4.95 £9.50. ...£22.00 



DISK BOXES - HOLD 3" OR 31/2" DISKS 

30 CF2 Capacity £7.95 60 CF2 Capacity ....£11.95 

Both sizes complete with dividers, keys etc. 
Small 5 Capacity Box £2.75 - Holds CF2 only 



FREE SOFTWARE FROM THE PUBLIC 
DOMAIN - OVER 150 DISKS £4.95 each 



Utilities, Programming Languages Dolabases, Editors, Graphics. Games, 
Tutorials Basic Programs. We have the LARGEST selection ol CUP ART for DTP 
users, all formots: MicroDesign 2, Slop Press, Desk Top Publisher, NewsDesk 
Inl. and Printmosler ■ All £4.95 pet disk. 

G/101 PRINTMASTER 

Your mm PrinlSbop foe PCW8256/8S 1 2 or PW9512 with Dol Matrix, Print 
Letterheads, Signs, Banners, Calendars includes 1 70+ Grophics and 8 fancy fonts 

G/114 PRINTMASTER GRAPHICS: 

2000 Pics for use with G/l 01 on four disks. 

G/116 MICRODESIGN & STOP PRESS GRAPHICS: 

Over 2,000 Files stored on 1 6 disks alphabetically. 
Do you need a graphics for your DTP? 



SEND A LARGE SAE FOR FREE CATALOGUE OR 

TELEPHONE 0384 66269 FOR SAME DAY POST ■ REMEMBER OUR PRICES INLCUDE VAT & DELIVERY 



HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS FROM £2.99 

PCW8256'8512 PCW 9512 

Black Fabnc £2.99 £2.99 

Carbon Film £4.25 £2.99 

Coloured Fabric £4.95 £4,95 

RED. BLUE, GREEN. BROWN. ORANGE, PURPLE & YELLOW 
Other popular makes ot ribbon available 



CONTINUOUS PAPER & LABELS 

PAPER - FANFOLD - MICROPERFED. 70GSM 
A4 CITY £ 11"x91/2" QTY £ 

WhiteBond 200 5.95 WhiteBond 500 7.95 

WhileBond 500 8.95 , WhiteBond 1.000 13.95 
WhiteBond 1.000 14.95 60 gsm White 2,00 19 .95 
LABELS - FANFOLD, QUALITY LABELS wonl jam printer 



1 Across 


1.000 


2,000 


8,000 


2 3/4x17/16 


£6.45 


£11.95 


£37.00 


31/2x15/16 


£5.45 


£10.50 


£35.00 


31/2x1 7/16 


£6.45 


£11.95 


£39.00 


4 x 1 7/16 


£7.45 


£14.50 


£49.00 


4x215'16 


£10.45 


£20.50 


£69.00 


5x17/16 


£7.95 


£15.50 


£55.00 




Up, Up and Away 

When it comes to the power of the PCW, the sky's the limit. Qualified pilot Liz 
Bruce looks at a new flight simulation program for trainee aviators 
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Micro Nav 
C60.00 • Micro Nav Ltd 
0425 480264 • Mallard House 
Duck Island Lane, Ringwood 
Hampshire. BH24 3AA 

The lirst lliing 10 siress aboul Micro 
Nav is thai il is a simulator wrillen by 
and for use by. pilots: il is not a game. 
And Ihc second is that il carries an 
appeal lor non pilots as well. Anyone 
with an interest in Hying, or simply 
looking for a challenge will discover 
this, although they would probably need 
access to a book on instrument Hying to 
help them understand the essentials. 
Because the program was written for 
pilots, the supplied documentation is 
prepared with the assumption that the 
reader already understands the basics. 
Although Micro Nav is a simulation, il 
is not an aeroplane and its authenticity 
is limited by the computer and the 
control mechanisms. As the manual 



says. 'We take no responsibility for 
users of Micro Nav who believe that 
any amount of use of this program is a 
substitute for real instrument practice'. 
Although this might sound like the 
kind of advice which could persuade 
you out of buying the program 
altogether, it is a sensible, cautionary 
statement. Sitting at a computer is not 
the same as subjecting your body to 
those misleading forces which sitting in 
an aeroplane in cloud creates: and 
equally, being an "armchair" pilot will 
never allow you to experience the 
feeling of pure adrenalin that being 
totally lost in the clouds can. 

Fasten your seat belts... 

However, many pilots have found that 
using Micro Nav can cut down the 
hours they need to spend in the air 
learning on instruments. It can also help 
pilots to 'keep their hands in" when they 
are not doing regular instrument flying. 



Perfect take-off 



Micro Nav's inventors, Mike Male and Fred 
Johnson, were both Air Traffic Controllers. They 
had plenty of experience in steering lost pilots who 
had got themselves into poor conditions without the 
expertise to get out of them again. 

As pilots themselves, they were also all too well 
aware of the high cost of private flying and training. 
Instruction costs about £70.00 an hour, and at that 
price, the prospect of watching the seconds tick 
away learning how to master instrument flying are 
somewhat painful, when you consider the more 
exciting things which can be done while one has 
the freedom of the skies. 

With a background in computers, Mike and 
Fred got together and wrote Micro Nav originally 
for the BBC, and the Commodore 64. When the 
PCW version was produced, the program really 
began to take off. They have now produced a PC 
version, including various extra features such as 
allowing different aircraft types to be used. 
Now, the pair are busy designing air traffic control 
simulators for training purposes. 

One keen fan of Micro Nav is Ian McLaren. Ian 
has his own business, Meditek. based in Fife. 
Meditek maintains and repairs large industrial and 
medical x-ray equipment and Ian has used a PCW 
8512 to help him run the business for several 
years. He was delighted when he found he could 
also use his PCW 8512 to practice instrument 
flying, using Micro Nav. 

Although Ian drives to his routine 
appointments, he also has to deal with 
emergencies. Where sophisticated medical 



equipment is concerned, repairs may have to be 
carried out as soon as humanly possible.To cut his 
response time to these emergency calls, which 
may come from virtually anywhere in Britain, Ian 
makes use of the 'serf-fly' hire aircraft available 
from Tayside Aviation, based at Dundee. He flies to 
the airport closest to the location of the broken 
equipment with his tools in the back of the aircraft. 

Micro Nav helps him 'keep his hand in' when he 
is not flying frequently and has helped him gain the 
confidence to use the instruments in the aircraft far 
more fully, particularly the radio navigation aids. 

Ian particularly appreciates being able to set 
up Nav-aids in his own databases, allowing him to 
plan and practice an actual flight, picking up the 
radio aids and using them just as he would the real 
ones on the real flight. His verdict on the PCW and 
Micro Nav? Ian wouldn't be without either of them! 




Ian McClaren and a company vehicle with a difference 



In addition. Micro Nav permits you 
to lake your time to become familiar 
with the aircraft's instruments, what 
they tell you and how they react to 
control inputs. With a simulation such 
as this, if the work load gels too heavy, 
you can stop the program, think about it. 
and resume when the sweat has dried. 
You can also save your position and re- 
run from that point as many times as 
you like. This is useful, for instance, for 
practising landing approaches from the 
same position but under varying 
weather conditions. And. thankfully, 
error messages such as "gear limit 
exceeded* mean "start again' - not "call 
the emergency services.' 

The program itself comes on one 
180k disc which will run on either the 
8000 series of PCWs. or. using the 8(XX) 
copy option (instructions enclosed) on 
the PCW 95 12. 

On the computing side, the manual 
is a paragon of clarity and will allow 
you to have the program up and running 
with the minimum of fuss. The disc is 
not 'write protected", meaning you can 
make back-up copies . This is useful, as 
you can set up different discs to 'boot' 
different default practice flights. 

The opening screen presents a menu 
with six options but while you are just 
beginning, you only need to 'Run 
Simulation' and you're straight into the 
flying. The default flight is fully 
described in the booklet, so without 
knowing anything else you can 'fly' the 
program from scratch (although it 
would be advisable to at least read 
through the description of that flight 
beforehand). 

With the basics well within your 
grasp, you can then investigate the other 
options on offer. 

It's logical, Captain 

The operation of the program, is to a 
large extent, based on simple logic. The 
database manager gives access, not 
surprisingly, to the databases. You can 
keep as many as you like on a library of 
discs and load the one you want. Each 
database holds up to 40 navigation aids 
at one time. You can also print out any 
database for your records. 

The environment manager lets you 
load environment files, which means 
you can save a flight at any time and 
return to exactly that point. You can 
also alter all the aspects of the 
environment and the weather 
conditions. These include wind 
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direction, speed and sheer, visibility, 
cloud base, fuel state and so on. This is 
particularly useful if you want to 
practice an approach or cross-country 
sector several times with gradually 
deteriorating weather. 

The Map Manager gives you access 
to a map of Northern Europe and you 
can centre a cursor box on the position 
of the aircraft with one key stroke. You 
can then 'zoom' and 'unzoom' the box, 
enlarging or reducing the scale. 

The larger scale maps show the 
navaids set up for that part of the 
country and you can also show the 
identification letters of any category of 
aid. The aircraft history and track can be 
shown on the maps which, of course, is 
very useful if you are completely lost. 
As well as the maps, there is an 
approach chart, showing a centreline 
and glideslope graphic, with your 
current track shown. 

The other two options get you into 
the flying.'Run Simulation' sets you up 
cither at the beginning of the default 
flight or one you have selected. 'Demo 
Manager' lets you watch the computer 
flying one of the supplied flights, or you 
can set up one of your own. 

The supplied demonstrations are 
matched by the supplied set-up flights. It 
may well be that the best approach to 
learning, particularly for the non-pilot, 
is to watch the demonstration, referring 
to the notes in the booklet, and then try 
flying it themselves. 

Extra mileage 

There are lots of little touches which 
add much to the appeal of the program. 
These include the facility to accelerate 
the speed of the flight from real-time, so 
that long cross-country sectors with 
nothing much going on can be hurried 
up. Another is that you are able to hold 
the program at any point and investigate 
the maps or charts, or even display a 
morse table to refresh your memory. 
There is also the option to select a 
limited panel - a favourite of real 




Air Speed Indicator shows speed through air, not 

over ground. Usually in knots. 

Artificial horizon shows aircraft attitude. 

Altimeter shows height above ground or altitude 

above mean sea level in x1000 ft. 

Instrument Landing System. Needles should be 

as shown, i.e. in middle showing on centre line 

and on glideslope. "Needle left, fly left" protocol. 

Engine revs 

Turn and slip indicator or "Needle and Ball". 

Turn is balanced if ball is in middle; if ball is not in 

middle, the aircraft is "skidding" 

D.I. - Direction Indicator. Not a compass; easier to 



8 



9 



read but has no in-built North seeking. Has to be 
set to correct reading when powered up. 
VSI - Vertical speed indicator shows ascent or 
descent rate in x1 00 ft per minute. 
ADF - Artificial Direction Finder, a 
"radio compass". 
10 Nav Box showing frequencies. Bottom panel 
shows: GR - gear - 3 greens = gear down, FL - 
flaps, currently down, MKR - lights up when far 
marker is crossed. 

Bottom line shows meteorology report plus QFE 
and QNH, the altimeter settings to make either 
runway or sea level = ft. 
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instrument instructors. 

The simulation supports ADF, 
markers. ILS. NDB. VOR. VOR-DME. 
DME, RNAV - in fact, everything 
necessary to practice up to IR level. 
And that is where the problems for non- 
pilots occur. You are expected to know 
what these terms mean. However, it is 
perfectly possible, by following the 
demonstrations and then flying the 
supplied flights, to get by without 
actually knowing what they are. 

Of course, the simulation itself is 
limited by the computer and the 
monitor. However, there's no problem 
with the instruments themselves - even 
in monochrome they are clear enough. 
The view of the ground is limited to 
approach and runway lights but that is in 
keeping with the whole concept of 
instrument flying - the idea is that you 
can't see anything outside the 



windscreen until the very last moment, 
when you should find yourself 
magically positioned for landing. 

From a pilot's point of view, the 
simulation breaks down close to the 
ground as there is no way to make 
rudder inputs. The simulated aircraft 
always makes balanced turns, so the 
joystick controls ailerons and elevators 
only. In a real aircraft, near the ground 
the small corrections necessary are 
made mainly by rudder pedal, so using a 
joystick is fairly unrealistic. 

Despite these minor points. Micro 
Nav is highly recommended to any 
pilot. It is enjoyable and addictive as 
well as useful, money saving and, 
possibly, life saving. As for non-pilots, 
if they're interested in flying, or just 
enjoy a good challenge, then Micro Nav 
will be of great interest to them. 




Instrument flying explained 



Instrument flying seems to pose a problem for most trainee 
pilots. Commercial airline pilots, for all their prominence, only 
form a smallish percentage of the world's aviators, and in the 
realm of private flying those people flying under VFR (Visual 
Flight Rules) far outnumber those frying under IFR (Instrument 
Flight Rules or, when things get fraught, 'I Follow Roads'). 

Most pilots' introduction to instrument flying, however far 
they are into their training, comes as a bit of a shock. 

After you've taken off and climbed to a safe height, your 
instructor tells you to close your eyes and tell him what you 
think the aircraft is doing, while he puts ft through a series of 
what are politely known as 'unusual attitudes'. More often than 
not, each time the pilot tells the instructor what he believes to 
be the answer, he or she will be wrong.The reason for the 
mistakes lies in biology. 

The human body has evolved on land and our brains 
interpret body position on the assumption we have our feet 
more or less on the ground. In a car, if you are pushed back 
into your seat, your brain interprets that as acceleration. 

Unfortunately, in the air, although you could just be 
accelerating at a constant height, you could also simply be 



climbing or even going down, fast All will push you back into 
your seat. 

Your brain does not take these possibilities into account, 
it's not built to - if ft were, we wouldn't need instruments in the 
first place. The first lesson in instrument flying is therefore 
simple but vital: you must believe the instruments and ignore 
what your body is telling you, however much the two conflict. 

And therein lies the difficulty. To fly 'blind' requires 
constant and intense concentration, continuous attention to 
and interpretation of the instruments and very accurate flying. 

This is fine for people with lots of training and constant 
practice, (and if you're panicking, remember the big boys fly 
on instruments all the time, even when they can see the 
ground - well, actually, the auto-pilot does) but ending up in 
cloud for more than just a few minutes can spell disaster to 
the pilot without instrument training or even one with a rating 
but without recent practice. 

ft is all too easy to become helplessly disoriented and, 
worse, to become convinced that the instruments are 
malfunctioning and fly determinedly either in the wrong 
direction or straight into the ground. 



Joy 

A'jo 
acce 

MicroNav; tryrl 
enter control 
movements from the 
keyboard feels rather 
awkward. A joystick 
also gives a more 
realistic feel of the 
aircraft itself. 



Micro Nav 



Pluses 

A real instrument 
program for pilots 

▲ Same flight 
can be repeated 
under variable 
conditions 
Allows you to 
have database of 
navigation aids 

▲ Excellent 
documentation . 
(for pilots) 



Minuses 

T Lack of rudder 
makes simulation 
unrealistic close 
to ground 

T Flying 

documentation 
could be difficult 
for non-pilots 

▼ Cannot alter 
aircraft type or 
characteristics 

i Ease of use 5/5 

Documentation 5/5 » 

I Features '~ 

Performance 4' 

8000 Plus Value 
, Verdict 1820 8 
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Speakeasy 



Wilson's Progress 

PCW pragmatist David Wilson examines the heady process of change - and looks at the 
advantages of declining a lift from the industry bandwagon... 



I shudder lo think of il now. but I nearly didn't 
get a PCW in the lirst place. To me. a com- 
puter (a real computer, that is) was some- 
thing that lived in a room of its own. coddled 
in filtered air. with security guards on the door to 
keep laypersons at a safe distance. Those were 
the good old days, when the poor devil who paid 
your wages had no choice but to take your word 
for il that the game of 4-D battleships you were 
playing was really an essential test routine. 

Anyway, when my brother-in-law got tired of 
doing his books on parchment with a quill pen. I 
told him that if he bought a computer. I would 
show him how to use it. A friend of his already 
had a PCW. so he got one too - somewhat lo my 
disappointment! Even in the early days of the 
PCW. il wasn't exactly al the leading edge of 
microcomputer science... 

My brother-in-law bought an accounts pro- 
gram. 1 translated the manual into English for 
him, and thought no more about it. Then my 
brother-in-law's friend (remember him?) asked 
me to help him with a "very simple problem". He 
had been using LocoScript's 'Direct Printing' to 
do his invoices, but had found this so much of a 
fiddle that he'd gone back to a slightly earlier 
form of technology - the ballpoint pen. Could I 
possibly construct a LocoScript template that 
would do the business? 

BASIC to the rescue 

It only took five days, with the aid of the 
LocoScript 1 manual, for me to realise that my 
reputation ("He knows all about computers") was 
hanging by a fraying thread. This was before the 
birth of 8000 Plus. 1 need hardly say. so I didn't 
have any user-friendly articles to refer to. With a 
sinking feeling in my ego. I was about lo admit 
failure, when I though of looking at the supplied 
BASIC (this was the era when the Mallard man- 
ual was supplied free with the machine). What a 
revelation! Instead of the clod-hopping B ASICs I 
was used to seeing on cheap micros. Mallard was 
fast, comprehensive, and included a file-handling 
system which made my eyes pop out. As I fooled 
around with it, I also came to realise the advan- 
tages of having a dedicated printer which was 
completely software-controlled, and a monitor 
which made the normal 24x80 screen look like a 
postage stamp.... 

Well, before long, my invoice-writing pro- 
gram was a thing of transcendent beauty, with 
more features than you'd find at Madame 
Tussaud's. Customers' names and addresses were 
stored on disc, and called up by entering a num- 
ber. All the nasty calculations were made by the 
program, the invoice was printed in a layout of 
breathtaking clarity, and the invoice details were 
stored in a Jetsam keyed file. In fact, if il hadn't 




"It only took five days, with the aid of the LocoScript 1 
manual, to realise that my reputation ("He knows all 
about computers") was hanging by a fraying thread.." 

been for all the bugs (the last of which was only 
squashed three years after the program was paid 
for), it would have been absolutely perfect. Still, 
as I always tell my clients, a program without 
bugs is like a dog without fleas - it simply can't 
exist in the real world. 

From that time onwards. I became the lead- 
ing (unpaid) PCW salesman in the western hemi- 
sphere. Obviously, there are specialist applica- 
tions which require a high-speed processor, and 
umpteen megabytes of RAM. but for general 
business purposes... You've heard me say all this 
before, I know, but a computer spends a stagger- 
ing proportion of its time waiting for its fumble- 
fingercd operator to press the next key. 

Environmentally friendly 

Back in the Seventies, when only the biggest 
mainframe computers ran at more than a million 
operations per second, a very ingenious program 
was written for finding vast prime numbers. The 
ingenuity wasn't so much in the arithmetic rou- 
tines, but in the program's 'environment'. Il sal in 
the background while the computer was doing all 
the boring things its owners has bought it to do. 
but between keystrokes on the input keyboard it « 
thought about prime numbers. 

Even a touch-typist can't manage more than 
about five or six keystrokes a second, but a sec- 
ond is a long, long lime for a fast computer. 
These days, for the price of a cheap car. you 
could buy a microcomputer rated at 28.5 million 
operations per second... The mind boggles. 

Of course, I would love to have one of the 
latesl hot-rod micros to play with, jusl as I'd like 
to have a Ferrari (if someone else would pay all 



the bills). But in the real world, why pay 
£100.000 for a Ferrari, when all you are really 
going to do is to drive to the shops and back? 
Some of the recent add-on hardware develop- 
ments have made the PCW even more attractive - 
a plug-in RAM extension, plus the 'Flipper' soft- 
ware, combine to give you the equivalent of an 
extra computer for about £150! 

The merry go round 

The pace of microcomputer development 
hasn't slowed down in the last few years, but the 
PCW's place in the market looks as solid as ever. 
The great thing about 'old technology' is that it's 
so well understood. The primitive Z80 chip 
which runs the PCW has few surprises left in 
store, and provided you don'l want 65536 differ- 
ent colour combinations for your graphics, or 
three programs running at the same time, it'll do 
all that's really necessary. Modem micros use a 
tremendous amount of their processing power 
doing things that the normal user has no need for. 
The latest Sun workstation (that's the 28.5 mips 
machine 1 mentioned earlier) needs that phenom- 
enal processing power for advanced graphics dis- 
plays. If you think about a full-colour finely- 
detailed diagram of an aircraft carrier, rotating in 
three dimensions at the operator's whim, and 
consider the number of individual calculations 
that have to be make to keep things under control, 
you'll see what I mean. 

I wish all mice would go back under the 
lloorboards where they belong. When you need lo 
do freehand drawing on the screen, a light-pen is 
the obvious solution, but this seems to have gone 
out of fashion. I really don't believe lhat you 
need to have a Utile picture of a waste-paper bas- 
ket on the screen, and to 'drag' a pointer onto il 
with a mouse in order to delete a file. . . if you 
don'l have to put up with Ihis sort of relentless 
infantilism you should think yourself lucky. I've 
no objection to computing being made easy for 
the feeble-minded, but 1 intend to continue my 
stubborn resistance to compulsory puerility. 

If the mouse-makers pass a death sentence on 
me. I'll have to go and live with Salman Rushdie, 
bin I don'l regret getting that burst of ill-feeling 
off my chest. The trouble is thai computer manu- 
facturers believe each others' publicity: if one 
firm introduces some futile gadget, all the others 
think they have to do the same. Such is life. 
Progress in computer hardware in my lifetime 
hasn't been fast - it has been explosive, and il 
would be unreasonable to expect such progress to 
be smooth. Have you ever tried to do word pro- 
cessing with a colour monitor? I wouldn't lake 
one as a gift, unless I could keep my eyeball- 
friendly green screen for real work, but fogeys 
like me have long since been left behind! • 
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"A powerful, versatile and highly professional tool" 



80O0 PLUS, September 1990 




THE WORD PRE- PROCESSOR 



• FOREWORD is the new program from 
Software Imperative, the people who 
brought you FLIPPER. If s a tool for writers: not 
just authors (though they'll certainly want a copy) 
but letter writers, report writers, sermon writers - 
in fact, anyone who works with words. 

FOREWORD bridges the gap between ideas 
and finished pieces of text. It 
helps you put your thoughts into 
words, without worrying where 
those words will fit on the page 
or what typeface they'll be in. 

"BUT I'VE ALREADY GOT A 
WORD PROCESSOR." 

FOREWORD isn't a word 

processor, nor is it intended to 

replace one. Word processors 

are tools for presenting text on 

paper, and most of them do this 

very well. FOREWORD is designed for the stage 

before this, the creative stage of writing where 

your ideas are still too vague or unstructured for 

normal word processing. That's why we call it a 

"word pre-processor". 

FOREWORD is specially designed to stop you 
getting bogged down in detail as your document 
grows. With a word processor, 
as soon as your text takes up 
more than a screenful you start 
losing that all-important "big 
picture" - the overview of your 
work thaf s the key to good 
writing. FOREWORD'S powerful 
"Hide" and "Show" functions give 
you back that overview. Even 
when you've typed in thousands 
of words you can still get a clear 
picture of your piece at the 
press of a key, collapsing the 
on-screen document down to its bare bones. 

FOREWORD also shuffles ideas around far 
better than a WP can. The "Move" function lets 
you pick up an idea and move it wherever you like 
within the document, regardless of how much text 
the idea comes with. There's no block-marking 
involved: whether ifs one sentence or a hundred, 
you can pick an idea up or put it down again with 
a single keypress. 

"SO WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I'VE CREATED 
MY TEXT?" 

Because FOREWORD doesn't deal with typefaces 
or layouts, you'll need to get your finished text 
into a word processor or DTP package before you 
can present it attractively on paper. Normally, 
transferring data from one program to another is 
a fiddly, time-consuming business, but 
FOREWORD makes the task quick and easy. 

For one thing, there's no need to quit 
FOREWORD to use your word processor. 
FOREWORD is a pop-up program: it can share 




• A carefully designed menu system makes 
FOREWORD easy to learn and use. 



memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, hiding "in the 
background" until you summon it. Just hit SHIFT- 
ALT-EXTRA and in 1 second you'll be looking at 
the FOREWORD editing screen. Hit SHIFT-ALT- 
EXTRA again and 1 second later you'll be back in 
CP/M or Locoscript 2, exactly where you left off. 
Also, you don't have to save ASCII files in 
FOREWORD and import 
them into your word 
processor. FOREWORD'S 
"Transfer" function can 
force your text directly into 
a word processor 
document as if you were 
typing the words yourself. 
(Of course, if you find 
Transfer's 150-200 words 
per minute a little slow, 
FOREWORD is quite happy 
to save your text as ASCII: 
it supports two different kinds, plus a special 
format for WordStar and NewWord users.) 

SOUNDS COMPLICATED? 

Don't worry: FOREWORD has a carefully designed 

menu system you'll be able to master in minutes. 

Whafs more, FOREWORD supports all those 

special-purpose keys you're 
used to, like UNIT/PARA, 
WORD/CHAR and 
LINE/EOL. CUT and COPY 
trigger lightning-fast block 
operations, EXCH/FIND 
gives you speedy search 
and replace functions, and 
PTR summons the Printer 
menu. (We couldn't find 
anything for the RELAY key 
to do: FOREWORD 
reformats its paragraphs 

automatically, as fast as you can alter them.) 
FOREWORD'S even easy to install: it comes 

on a self-booting disk you can back-up and use 

immediately. No need to j — 

copy files or fiddle with 

PROFILE.SUBs - just switch 

the machine on, pop 

FOREWORD in the drive and 

if II load automatically. 

VITAL STATISTICS: 

FOREWORD has a fast, 
accurate word-counter, can 
edit up to eight documents 
at once, and has no 
maximum file size. It takes 
a minimum of 112K of RAM, 
and a maximum of 2 
Mbytes - the most a PCW 
can be fitted with. 

FOREWORD is fully 
compatible with Locoscript 




• Writing (or print? Then you'll appreciate 
FOREWORD'S fast, accurate word counter. 



v2.16 onwards (including LocoSpell, LocoFile etc), 
and with all legal CP/M programs. To run 
FOREWORD you'll need a PCW with at least 512K 
of memory. FOREWORD supports all SCA and 
Isenstein memory add-ons. For use with FLIPPER 2 
PLUS, and with non-legal CP/M programs like Mini 
Office and Microdesign II, extra memory is 
essential. (FOREWORD won't work with earlier 
versions of FLIPPER, but you can upgrade these 
for free if you order FOREWORD at the same time.) 

FOREWORD DOES NOT SUPPORT: 

• File passwords and file time/date stamping; 

• Foreign-language keyboards; 

• Hard drives; 

• Printers on external serial/parallel interfaces 
(though the 9512's built-in parallel port is fine); 

• Single-density or single-sided B: drives (though 
720K 5VV or 3'/2" drives are okay). 

DON'T FORGET: 

We still sell the absolutely essential FLIPPER 2 
PLUS. This is the only utility that lets you split 
your PCW between CP/M and Locoscript 2 (or 
between two lots of CP/M - or even between two 
lots of Locoscript 2, if you've got the memory). 
In as little as two seconds FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can whisk you from one side to the other, without 
losing your place. Why reboot every time you 
need to get between CP/M and Locoscript 2? 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS can do the job quicker and 
better. (FLIPPER 2 PLUS requires at least 512K of 
RAM, and is fully compatible with SCA and 
Isenstein memory add-ons.) 




Software Imperative. 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath. 
Avon, BA1 1HN, proprietor A.J.Wilton, let (0225) 425315. 



Please send me: • 8 

FOREWORD - I enclose a cheque/PO for £39.95 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO for £29.95 
FOREWORD AND FLIPPER 2 PLUS - I enclose a cheque/PO lor 

£64.90 (save £5) 

Please upgrade the enclosed FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 master disk to FLIPPER 2 PLUS: 

I enclose a cheque lor £5.00 

I've ordered FOREWORD above, so I'm entitled to a free upgrade 

Prices include UK postage and packing and VAT. Please make all cheques 
payable to Software Imperative. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 



Meil this coupon to: 

Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath. Avon. BA1 1HN 



All trademarks acknowledged. 



'Simpell Solutions" 

Dept 8 Box 121 Gresham Rd., Staines, Mx. 
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England. 
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The New & Improved Model! 

NO HASSLE! USE ANY SINGLE-SHEET PAPER! 

MARGIN MAKER MM3i 

NO HASSLE! JUST QUICK, PRECISE PAPER POSITIONING! 
Save YOUR Temper, Time & Paper! For 8256/8512. No more Fumble, 
Guessing, Skewing! Use 100gms, letterheads, forms! Fully adjustable. 
Replaces existing flap. GREAT GIFT! Only£14.95 

" ...the perfect way to ensure neat and accurate printing..." 8000 Plus, Dec. '90 

X S (0784) 452677 © E3 

Ollice Hours. Weekends and Answerphone Service, leave your Name & Number. We call you! 
Prices incl. VAT. All goods CWO. Phone lor lurlner/olher Product Details. 

MaxaFTf Fits 

9512 and 85% of all 

impact printers.! 

Use letterheads,! 

forms, etc. what-« K\\rMm\'1 

ever suits YOUll kl\ 1 

Real freedom &l Bl 

versatility! Stun-B l\, m\\\\\L _ _ 

ning performance!! Blui^B." 1 I il^H 

Phone for other fit! ilV M 1 ,,,m\\\\«^^ 

Details. 05.50 ^t 1 -Ml^ 

"Invaluable aid!" "Max- BM i \ \ \ * ^ 

Suality." "Extrcnu-h^KF ^A\ 

slighted! ' "Very accu- ^fy^^^^ \ » 
rate, an excellent access- 
ory!" "Immediately 
impressed!" "A real 
boon!" Treat yourself! X 

PCW SOFTWARE 

Money Manager Easy, Powerful Cash Accounting! £39.95 

Micro Design 2 Easy, Top Quality DTP. Unbeatable! £42.50 

Mini Office Prof. Wp, Db, SpS, Gr, Corns. Impressive! £29.95 

And Just a Call Away - 
Main PCW and PC Software at Great Prices! 

PCW HARDWARE 

PCW 8256 With FREE MM3i for real convenience! £315.00 

PCW 8512 With FREE MM3i for easy loading! £490.00 

PCW 9512 + FREE Maxafit & ASF for total versatility! £520.00 

OTHER AMSTRADS 

PC's, Portables, Laptops, Monitors, Fax's. Keen prices! £ PHONE 

OTHER HARDWARE 

Phone for ATTRACTIVE QUOTES on a WIDE RANGE of PC's, Printers, 
Etc! 

Delivery normally within j week of order, subject lo Mocks, lor IjrRC hardware allow US 00 pi-r ili>m 

S 2? (0784) 452677 S E3 

Olficc Hours. Weekends and Answerphonc Service, Leave your Name & Number. We call you I 
Prices Jncl. VAT. All goods. CWO. Phone (or further/other Product Details. 

"Siinpell Solutions" 

Dept. 8 Box 121 Gresham Rd., Staines, Mx. 
TW182A). England. 

"ShnpriP, Mjf K in Makrt' jrwl Mjofil' jet- 1.*!.' Mjihtol C-ffft Andicn 

Top Quality Kit! 
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Use our range of lull featured flight simulators to practise all elements of Instrument 
Flight and Navigation Use them prior to. during or after your IMC or Instrument ratings 
or even |ust for fun We cover many types of computer, see below for a list of features 
contained within each version 
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Real world database 
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CROSSGRID £14.95 

Crossgrid without clues. Each absorbing puzzle requires an intriguing 
combination of lateral thinking and logic. Five levels of difficulty. Also 
includes CHAIN WORD Another absorbing word puzzle. Suitable (or 
teenagers and adults 

"Thoroughly recommended" Amstrad PCW Magazine. 
JUNIOR PLAYTIME £14.95 

Ten games designed to stimulate and amuse, hours of learning (un. 
Suitable children aged between four and eight years old Complete with 
disc menu. 'Junior Playtime is a winner; excellent value for money, high 
calibre puzzles and appealing to children of all ages,' 8000 plus. 
SCHOOLS OUT £14.95 

Five great games - Hangman. Wordsearch, Junior Crossgrid, Four in a 
row, Reversi. Complete with disc menu. Recommend children over sevea 
'Good selection of games, challenging and (un. You can't go wrong." 
8000 plus 

ULTIMATE SUMS £14.95 

The (un way to team and proctice sums Eight types of sums, eight levels 
of difficulty. Includes integrated noughts and crosses game. Suitable for 
children aged from live to mid-teens "The best kind of teaming for your 
kids' 8000 plus' 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £14.95 

Designed to help students team and revise. ULTIMATE QUIZ can be played 
against the computer or competitively with friends, either way it's great 
fun. TWO QUIZ PROGRAMS, QUESTION EDITOR. QUIZ SHEET PRINTER AND 
TEN SEPARATE QUIZZES - 1000 questions. Make your own quiz with the 
editor. Suitable for teenagers and adults 'It's all good fun and rather 
addictive" 8000 plus. 

All programs operate on the 9512 

All prices fully Inclusive - no hidden extras. 

New catalogue now ready. 

DGC Software, 12 Stonecrofl, Eccleshlll, Bradford, BD2 2HW. 



^ 



In the Picture 

This month, Alec Rae looks at how you can team up Micro Design 
with MasterScan to produce promotional material for your business 



Micro Design 



It's a well known fact thai a picture 
is worth a thousand words. Mind 
you. if you have to do a 3000 word 
article for a magazine and you 
submit three pictures you may find a 
difference of opinion on that matter. 

On the other hand if you try to 
produce a newsletter, brochure or price 
list totally without illustrations you 
could find yourself with even more 
problems. 

A picture explains so much that 
words can't. It makes a page more 
interesting to look at. And it makes 
designing the page so much easier. 

In previous issues we have looked at 
the way you can use clip art and the 
drawing facilities in Micro Design 2 to 
create interesting graphics. But unless 
you are of an artistic bent and pretty 
slick with the mouse, freehand drawings 
on the PCW can look pretty amateurish. 
And clip art is often slightly unsuitable 
or too general. 

And. of course, there are times 
when only a photographic representation 
will do. If you are launching a new 
product you want to show your 
customer the goods - not just an artist's 
impression. 

The answer is a scanner. This is a 
piece of equipment that will convert a 
picture into a graphic file that can be 
used in desktop publishing. 

Scans for the memory 

There are a couple of scanners available 
that are of particular interest to Micro 
Design 2 users. The ProSCAN 
handscanner. produced by Creative 
Technology (the people who brought 
you Micro Design) is designed for use 
with Micro Design and can produce 
quality images quickly and simply. You 
simply lay a picture on a flat surface, 
run the scanner over the image and it 
appears on the screen. 

Because of the nature of the 
equipment it caters best for narrow 
strips of image about live inches wide - 
the width of scanning unit itself— 
although it is not too difficult to scan in 
wider images in small chunks, and then 
join them together. 

Database Software's scanner unit, 
MasterScan, also creates graphic files 
that can be used in Micro Design. This 
simple but effective piece of equipment 
converts your PCW printer into a 
scanner. The scanning unit fits on the 
print head. You insert the the picture 



you want scanned in the printer roller 
and the unit is systematically run 
over the entire unit just as though you 
were printing. 

And, if you happen to have a brand 
new piece of software from Philosoft 
called Graflink 2. this will allow you to 
handle full A4 page size images. 

Picture or Snowstorm 

But even with a scanner there are still 
are problems to be faced. The picture of 
your new product may look stunning in 
glossy full colour. But will it convert 
into something meaningful on your 
green screen? 

You have to take into consideration 
the fact that your bright red pump 
against the striking royal blue 
background will appear as a grey pump 
against a grey background to the PCW. 
Unless you are lucky probably many 
colour photographs will come out like 
'Snowstorm at Midnight'. 

Obviously the best way to discover 
what kind of pictures work with a 
scanner is to carry out a few trials and 
see what happens. But as this is a rather 
time consuming pastime, it will 
quickly become obvious that you have 
to learn how to recognise a suitable 
image for scanning. 

The best pictures have strong 
contrasts, a light object against a dark 
background or vice versa. Look for a 
shot where the main subject is well lit. 
Anything in shadow or too dark will end 
up like 'the Blob from Planet X'. 

Don't try to get too much in to the 
picture. A close up of a small object will 
work far better than a long shot. It is 
possible to take a small image and blow 
it up but remember that is only a limited 
amount of detail in a picture. Each time 
you expand an image you realise how 
little detail there really is. 

Keep everything as plain as 
possible. For instance, shooting 
something against a tartan background 
is liable to be counter-productive. It 
might sound artistic to shoot your 
premises from a long distance location 
through some leafy trees but it might 
cause problems to the PCW. 

Artistic touch 

Try to make it interesting. Often adding 
a figure or a simple prop will give life 
and meaning to your picture. 

But. as anyone who has had 
anything to do with the production of a 



magazine knows, it is not always 
possible to get the ideal picture. 
Sometimes in some issues it seems 
impossible even to get one half decent 
picture. You often just have to make the 
best out of what you are given. 

Still, there is no need to panic. As 
we have seen with clip art. the one thing 
about using a program like Micro 
Design 2 is that you can always make 
improvements to an image. 

One vital task is to crop the picture 
correctly - that is. to trim it so that a 
specific area of the image is given 
prominence in the space which it 
occupies. There are newspapers sub- 
editors that make their living out of 
knowing how to take what they want out 
of a picture and discard the rest. 

With the CUT facility in Micro 
Design, this task is made easier than 
ever. You can load up the picture and 
play about with the CUT box to see 
what all the possibilities are. 

You can hone in on the key details, 
cut out great swathes of foreground in 
minutes and, if you make a complete 
mess of it, you can just re-load the file 
and start again. Try doing that with a 
guillotine and a 10 x 8 print. 

And if you are really worried that 
the image is not coming out as well as 
you hoped you can always modify it 
using Micro Design's graphic facilities. 

If the background is too fussy you 
can paint it out in black or white using 
the paint facility. Or if some detail has 
been washed out in the scanning process 
you can put it back in using the Zoom 
feature, working on individual pixels. 
And conversely you can. just as easily, 
take out unwanted detail - the classic 
lamp-post looking as though it is 
growing out the top of someone's head, 
for instance. 

Get the digitiser out 

As well as a scanner it is possible to use 
a digitiser to get photographic images. 
Digitisers are cunning devices that 
convert images captured on a VCR 
video recorder into pictures that you can 
use in the PCW. 

As far as we know there are no 
digitisers that produce files that can be 
used directly in Micro Design 2. but if 
you have Stop Press you can load files 
from the Rombo Digitiser, save them as 
a .CUT file, and load them in Micro 
Design. Now let's have a look at how to 
create promotional material. >• 
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The New Acne Wonder Pump 




canning in the image 



3 Denning an outline 




1 This month we are going assume the 
role of a pump manufacturers. We are 
going to try to produce a sales flier to be 
used in a mail shot, about our latest 
exciting product. To the uninitiated, 
pumps, may not appear the most thrilling 
of subjects for graphic representation but 
if you have to sell them you want to show 
them off to their best advantage. 

For this you naturally need a proper 
photograph of the product or no-one will 
believe that you've actually built it. Once 
you have the image on file you can also 
use it for a wide variety of purposes. 

You can adapt it for a technical data 
sheet, showing all the interesting, new 
features. You could also use it as an 
interesting feature in your price list or, if it 
is good enough, you can even use it in 
your advertising. 

But as always, nothing is ever as 
straightforward as we would like it to be, 
and for this exercise, life has set a few 
little problems in our way. 



2 The major problem is getting a good 
picture. The only photograph we have at 
our disposal is a full colour image, showing 
a black pump against a blue and red 
background. 

We scanned the picture using 
MasterScan to the highest quality and 
resolution we could. We did it twice, to try 
and achieve the correct balance of light 
and shade. 

This produces one picture that is so 
washed out there is no detail or - one that 
is so dark that the pump looks like a 
massive black blob. This is not any fault 
with the scanner. It is a quite natural result 
if the photograph is not ideal. 

It is best to choose the darker of the 
two images, as it is much easier to take 
out unwanted details later on, than to 
add various elements that have been 
missed out. 

Load the picture in as usual, by using 
LoadAREA [fl] in the layout screen and 
then clicking on the correct file name. 



3 The problems are immediately 
obvious. In the layout screen, the file 
looks like a picture of a distant galaxy 
seen from the Hubble telescope. When 
you scan it is quite sensible to leave 
space around about the image you 
actually want to use. However you also 
want to get as big an image as possible. 
It is much easier to change details on a 
big picture and reduce it later. 

Naturally, one of the first things you 
want to do is to get the outline right It is 
amazing how this will change the most 
meaningless jumble into an easily 
recognisable image 

Press [D] for Design and a box 
appears on screen. If you can recognise 
any obvious feature of the picture, use the 
cursor to move the box to that area, In 
preparation to start work. 

Always start at the easiest, most 
obvious place. If there is no easy, obvious 
place just take pot luck and hope that you 
will recognise something. 




4 Locating the 
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4 Press [RETURN] and you go to the 
Design screen. The area you chose in the 
box now fills the working screen. 

Have the picture you have scanned in 
close to hand. If the image is really bad 
you may have to do the old jigsaw puzzle 
routine of matching up the small piece 
with the picture. Don't assume everything 
will be obvious. Details can very easily get 
lost completely and shapes merge with 
each other. 

If you don't immediately recognise 
where you are, click on the downward 
pointing arrow just above the Extra Keys 
box. This produces the cursor arrows that 
allow you to move the chosen screen. 

It is probably a good idea to move the 
screen back and forward a little anyway, 
just to gain a proper idea of where you 
actually are in the picture, ft also helps 
you define the outline of the shape you 
are looking for. 



5 Now to define the outline. Press [P] 
for Paint and the box under the screen 
offers you a variety of paint-brush shapes. 
For the rough work and for running along 
flat edges the largest box is useful. Click 
on that, and a box shaped cursor will 
appear on screen. 

Click on the white box in the second 
row of the EXTRA Keys area. This allows 
you to paint in white. Naturally, if your 
main shape was light you would probably 
want to paint out the background in black. 

By holding the right hand mouse key 
down and moving the mouse back and 
forward you can start clearing away the 
confusing background. 

When you get into more delicate, 
detail work around the pump itself you 
can click on the small diamond shape. If 
you make a mistake and take away too 
much just click on the black square and 
fill it in again. 



6 Obviously there may be white areas 
of the main image that will not stand out 
against a white background. This needs a 
delicate touch. If, as here, the 
background is a broken, speckled 
background the best idea is just to leave 
a thin line of grey to define the edge. 

If there is no background to use you 
may have to draw in the edge. Don't be 
tempted to use the line drawing function 
or to try to draw it in free hand. This line 
has to be very subtle. 

It is best to use the spray paint 
feature. You will see in the paint-brush 
area a variety of spray patterns. Choose 
the one second from the right, as this 
puts the least amount of paint on the 
screen, allowing you greater control. You 
can always go over it again later, if your 
first attempts do not produce a great 
enough effect. Again, the black box must 
be chosen in the EXTRA keys box. 



7 Clearing surrounding areas 8 Finishing touches 



7 Once you have cleared the 
background from this area, move on, 
using the cursor arrows, to clear other 
areas. Try to leave a bit of overlap each 
time so you have a clear idea where the 
outline is each time. 

At times this can be quite difficult. In 
this picture, for instance, the lower part of 
the background was dark red, which came 
out as dark black on the PCW. 

Here you may need to simply take an 
educated guess as to the true outline of 
the image. 

It is probably best to tend towards 
conservatism at these moments. It easier 
to go back and take more away than to try 
to replace details you have obliterated. 

Also, remember that in these dark 
murky corners it may be better to ignore 
the more difficult details. Some things will 
just never come out right. So, unless they 
are really vital to the picture, you can 
well afford just to miss them out. Clarity is 
the chief concern at this stage. 



8 Once you think you are getting close 
to having produced an accurate outline 
press [EXIT] and chose [L] for Layout to 
get you back to the Layout screen. Here, 
unfortunately, you will learn how far from 
the truth you are! 

You get a complete view of picture in 
the layout screen and at last you can see 
how all the pieces fit together. This will 
usually show glaring inaccuracies. Again, 
compare it with the original picture as this 
will give you a far better idea of where you 
are going wrong. 

Once you have defined the problems, 
press [D] for Design and move the box to 
the area you want to after and try again. 
You may have keep flip back to the Layout 
screen several times before you are 
convinced that you have got it right. 

However, there is no need to become 
over concerned about achieving a truly 
faultless result. Complete perfection is 
probably impossible, given the tools with 
which you are working. 




9 Using the Zoom fac 



9 Now if s time to get down to the finer 
details. One major problem here was that 
the reflected light that defined the shape 
of the pump had been lost. It is possible to 
replace this using the spray paint option. 

Don't worry too much if the white 
seems too glaring. You can tone it down 
later by clicking on the black box and 
carefully spraying over the area in black. 

Finally, you can try your hand at 
improving detail with the Zoom function. 
Press [Z] and move the box over the area 
you want. Here you are working in a 
confined area, with individual pixels. It is 
quite an art but if you can master it, it can 
be really effective. 

Micro Design 2 gives you an indication 
of what changes you have made in small 
boxes at the side of the screen. These can 
be very helpful. 

However don't try too much. It is best 
to use the Zoom facility for small repair 
jobs rather than trying to tackle complete 
re-drawing. 
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10 Cropping the picture 



10 When you are reasonably pleased with 
your picture, save it. This is carried out in 
the Layout screen ([EXIT] and [L]) using 
[FZ], SaveAREA. 

This is where the art of cropping 
comes in. You can adjust the SaveAREA 
box to create the right shape of picture - 
click on the right hand mouse button then 
move the cursor to the top right and 
bottom left corner in turn. You can also 
cut away any background gunge that you 
could be bothered to paint out with the 
paint brush. 

The program will suggest that you use 
the same file name as the file from the 
scanner but you would be best to choose 
another one. Something dreadful might 
still happen and you may want to go back 
to the original scanned hie. Just Back 
Delete, write in a new file name and press 
[RETURN] Once you have the new file on 
disc, pick [C] for Clear-Page. 



hoosing a 



1 1 Then you can start filling in the text for 
your mailshot flier. Unless you have a lot of 
text it is best to use the 'Write' function in 
the Design screen where you can place 
everything accurately. 

This is the sort of thing that calls for a 
sensible, clearly identifiable type face, so 
this time, we chose BOLDEN33.MDF from 
the Extra Fonts Disc 2. 

You will often find that a picture, like 
the one we have here, that has taken a lot 
of improvement, will look better at half 
size. Any little mistakes that you have 
made during the course of your 
improvements will not seem half so bad in 
the smaller size. 

So when you want to load the picture 
file flip back to the Layout screen ([EXIT] 
and [L]) and choose [fl] for LoadAREA. 
Click on the xl/2 icon in the EXTRA keys 
area and place the smaller AREA box in the 
correct position. 



ating the picture 



1 2 However, as said before, you can use 
this new file for many purposes. Where 
Micro Design 2 can be particularly useful 
is to produce the annotated illustrations 
that explain what all the interesting 
features are. 

In the Design screen ([EXIT] and [D]) 
choose the Write' function. Find a suitable 
clear area nearby the feature you want to 
name and write the details in. You can 
write on the image itself as Micro Design 
reverses the colours of the ink so it will 
appear as white on a black surface. 

Press [L] for Line and draw in a line 
connecting the writing with the feature. 
Move the cursor to the correct spot and 
click the left-hand mouse button. This will 
set one end of the line. Click the right- 
hand mouse button and adjust the other 
end of the line. It is best to keep the lines 
horizontal or vertical as this will avoid any 
problems with stepping. 




INBUSINESS PCW from CAVALIER SOFTWARE 




CAVALIER 
SOFTWARE 



3 Bryn Tirion, Nebo Road, Llanrwst, 
Gwynedd, LL26 OHL 



INBUSINESS MENU 



A. Simple Invoicing 

B. Stock Control 

C. Retail Stock Control & Labels 

D. Order Processing & Invoicing 

E. Customer/Supplier Database 

F. Nominal Ledger 

G. Retail Cash Accounting 
H. Sales Ledger 

I. Purchase Ledger 

J. Period-end Accounting & Audit 

K. Report Generator 

L. Contract Accounting 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 



The complete integrated stock control, 

invoicing and full accounting system for the 

AMSTRAD PCW. Suitable for retailers, 

wholesalers, builders, accountants and 

almost any other small business. 



PRICES (including VAT) 



Simple Invoicing 
INSTOCK II 
INTACT II 
Report Generator 
INBUSINESS PCW 
Contract Accounts 



(menu options A & E) 
(menu options B to E) 



34.95 
74.95 
74.95 
14.95 



Lifetime 
Support 



menu options E to J) 
'menu option K) 
;menu options B to K) 1 49.90 
(menu obtion L) 59.95 



Requires INSTOCK II 

Requires INTACT II 
WE ALSO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS: 

TELEADD (Name S Address database ideal for home, club membership etc.) £29.95 

HOMEVIEW (Estate Agents matching & mailing systems) £195.44 

DINER (Restaurant and Fast Food Menu, Stock and Billing System) £59.95 

NEWSBOY (Newsagent & Paper Round & Billing System) £59.95 

RE-CHORD (Music Library Database) _ £29.95 

HOTEL (Hotel Reservations & Billing System) £99.95 

PIGEON (Pigeon Fanciers Database) £79.95 

TAXICAB (Minicab Accounting) £134.99 

All options are menu driven, so are simple to operate. 

An installation Program is provided for all AMSTRAD PCW computers. 

All carry free lifetime HOTLINE support and require no disc swapping. 



Telephone: 0492 641 548 for more details or to place your order 






The affordable Hard Disk 

from SCA SYSTEMS 



m 


IttMlooF / ^ 


y 


+ vat J 7 m 


/ 









Why buy a hard Disk? 

We quote from Arm trad 8000 Plus, February 1 99 1 . 

"Put simply, a hard disk begins as a novelty and ends up a necessity. 

The savings in time and energy can pay untold dividends. For many 
PCW owners, the aggressively priced Vortex disk from SCA Systems 
could finally bring a whole new way of working within your reach" 



The Vortex System 2000 is a 
high quality precision product 
which is easy to set up and use. 

Fully compatible with CP/M and 
LocoScript 2 (Version 2. 1 6 and above) 

The SCA ProDisk interface supplied with 
the Vortex System 2000 has a through- 
connector to allow continued use of 
other peripherals, and is available with 
optional Ram expansion. 

Like all SCA products, it's backed 
with a first class telephone support 
service and a money back guarantee. 




20 Mbyte 


£299+vat = 


£343.85 


30 Mbyte 


E360+VAT = 


£414.00 


| + LocoScnpi 6 


LocoFile) 




40 Mbyte 


£420+vat = 


£483.00 


l + LocoScnpt & 


LocoFile) 




60 Mbyte 


E530+VAT = 


£609.50 


(+LocoScript & 


LocoFile) 




Optional 5 1 2k Ram expansion 




E59+VAT 


= £67.85 


Next day courier delivery 






£7.50 including vat 



SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, 
Ferring. Worthing, West Sussex BNI2 SLW 
Tel: 0903 700288 Fax: 0903 506606 



Club Guide _ 




With such a variety of software Tor 
the PCW currently on the market, 
learning how to get the best out of 
your machine can often seem to be a 
daunting treck through poorly-writ- 
ten manuals and stodgy jargon. 

For the would-be LocoScript, 
CP/M or BASIC expert, a PCW User 
Club can provide an ideal source of 
knowledge. An informal atmosphere 
can be very productive - and there's 
no better way to learn than with the 
one-to-one help of an expert. 

Alternatively, you could recruit 
the aid of such an expert to your 
home, or attend specialised courses 
part-time in colleges and schools. 

Below is a selection of clubs and 
training organisations which can 
offer such help. Why not make con- 
tact; it could be an inexpensive, effec- 
tive way to a better understanding of 
what your PCW can do for you. 

Clubs 

York Amstrad Computer Club 

Enierprise Social Club. 17 Nunnery 
Lane. York (address for meetings only) 
Enquiries: Simon Williams 0906 40164 

Scotwest.PCW 

19. Porton Place. Old Greenock Road, 

Bishopton, Scotland 

Enquiries: Iain Lang 0505 863916 

Ground Floor User Group 

Holme Street. Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire 

Enquiries: Jae Campbell 0422 844991 

Retford PCW User Group 

14 Machin Close. Tuxford. Nr Newark 
Nottinghamshire NG22 OJZ 
Enquiries: Paul Tew 0777 870038 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 

43 Birkbeck Road. Wimbledon, 

London SW 1 9 8NZ 

Enquiries: David Nesbitt 081 543 0824 

Hampshire PCW User's Group 

Unit 5. Cable Street, Northam, 
Southampton, Hampshire 
(address for meetings only) 
Enquiries: Paul Day ( above address) 




The Good Club 
&Training Guide 



Hereford Computer Club 

1 8 Church Street. Hereford 

Herefordshire HR I 2LR 

Enquiries: David Rose 0432 267213 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

8 Knayton Grove. Greenvale, 
Stockton-on-Tees. Cleveland 
TSI9 7RW 

Enquiries: Gladys Baker 0642 580018 

M25 User Group 

58 Islip Gardens. Northolt 

Middlesex UB5 5BY 

Enquiries: Tony Brown 081 841 3666 

Littlemore Amstrad PCW User 
Group Peers School (Adult Educaiion 
Centre). Littlemore. Oxford 
Enquiries: R G Hughes 0865 242720 

The Worldwide Amstrad Computer 
Club (WACCT) 

9 South Close Twickenham TW2 5JE 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (see above) 

Training 

Banna Word Processing 
29 New Bond Street, London W1Y 9HD 
Subjects: Loco 1&2. SuperCalc, 
Enquiries: 071 493 3336 

Computer Training Centres UK Ltd 

Exchange Buildings. Upper Hinton 
Road, Bournemouth BH 1 2HH 
Enquiries:0202 299676 

Dynamic Sales and Training 

47 Goldsworth Road. Woking, Surrey 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, dBase. 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0483 756914 

Headline Communication Ltd 

PO Box 22. Hereford HR4 8UW 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. CP/M, 
dBase II. SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0432 271598 

Horsham Office Skills Training 

Unit 2. 24 London Road. Horsham. 
West Sussex RH 12 1AY 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. Wordstar 
Enquiries: 0403 211440 

John S Blandford 

15 St Albans Road. Sandridge. St 
Albans, Herts AL4 9LA 



Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, LocoMail. 
Mallard BASIC 
Enquiries: 0727 59913 

Linkom Training 

32 Hill Street. Totterdown. Bristol 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Sage 

Accounts 

Enquiries: 0270 717435 

No Hassle Computing 

36 Tantallon Road. Balham. London 
SW12 8DG 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. Supercalc. 
Cracker. Masterfile 8000 
Enquiries: 081 675 3139 

Molesley Education 

Flat 3. 10, Matham Road. East Molesley 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2, Loco PC 
Enquiries: 081 941 1364 

Office International 

247-257 Euston Road. London 

NW1 2HY 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, Cardbox, 

NewWord. Supercalc 2, Sage Accounts. 

LocoMail 

Enquiries: 071 387 9339 

OIT the Shelf Training Services 

5a West Street. Bognor Regis. West 
Sussex, P021 1UB 

Subjects: LocoScript I & 2, LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0243 827778 

Rodesign 

195 Milwards. Harlow. Essex CM19 4SJ 
Subjects: Micro Design. ProScan 
Enquiries: 0279 444313 

Victoria College 

13 Dalton Square. Lancaster. LAI 1PL 
Subjects: Loco I&2. Supercalc. dBase. 
WordStar. Sage Accounts. Stop Press 
Enquiries: 0524 33996 

Wetherby Office Training 

Cambridge House. 39 Cambridge St., 
Wellingborough. Northants NN8 IDW 
Subjects: Loco 1&2. dBase, Supercalc 2 
Enquiries: 0933 222400 

Wetherby Price Training 

30 New Canal. Salisbury. Wiltshire 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, CP/M. 
Sage Accounts 
Enquiries: 0722 24005 




Stop Press! 

Three more training 
organisations have 
recently come to our 
attention. They are 
as follows: 

Fields Easy 
Computer Training 
16, Moyclare Park 
Baldoyle. Dublin 13 
Ireland 

Subjects: Loco 2, 
Loco PC, Micro 
Design, Sage 
Accounts, Money 
Manager 
Contact: 088 561291 

Westwind Computer 
Education Centre, 
13b Church Street. 
Wellington. Telford 
Subjects: Loco 2, 
LocoMail. Pretext, 
Supercalc 2, 
Masterfile, dBase 2 
Contact: 0952 56573 

Electric Words 
232 Arbroath Road 
Dundee DD4 7SB 
Subjects: Loco 1&2. 
Loco PC 
Contact: 0382 
462640 
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RIBBON BARGAINS! 



WE REFILL PCW MULTISTRIKE CASSETTES 
Only £2 each plus 99p per order. 
PCW9512 MULTISTRIKE D.I.Y. REFILL KIT 
Equivalent to six new ribbons! £10.99. 
"EVERLASTING ELSIE", exclusive for STAR LC 10 
You need never buy another cassette! £39.99 
MOST FABRIC RIBBONS RE-INKED OR REPLACED 
Phone for availability and price. 



SEAL N' TYPE COVER for keyboard protection 
PCW price £1 4. 99. Specify 8256/85 12/9512. 
THE GRIPPA COPYHOLDER, the typist's "third hand" 
Firm grip yet versatile. Only £1 1.39. 

Prices all-inclusive - nothing more to pay! 

ALADDINK, (DEPT 80), EYEMOUTH, 

BERWICKSHIRE TD14 5AP. TEL: 08907 50965. 



ANSIBLEINDEX PLUS 



The only LocoScript indexer. Ansiblelndex extracts from your 
documents (with correct page numbers) :- 



WORDS, PHRASES AND INVERTED PHRASES 
HEADINGS AND SUB-HEADINGS 

THEMES AND SUB-THEMES 

CHOICE OF ALPHABET SORTING 

CROSS-REFERENCES 



The index is compiled automatically from this information, 

and can be edited, printed, etc through LocoScript. 

The package includes AnsibleCheck, the fastest LocoScript word counter. And 

Grease, dreaded in high places, is as galling as ever. Plain-English manual included 

Erics.: £34.95 
Request our info sheet for more details. The price includes VAT, postage 
and after-sales support. No extras! 



ANSIBLE INFORMATION 94 London Road 
Reading , Berks RG1 5AU. TEL: 0672 62576 



HDI CLIPS AND FONTS «Wl*<TtC'ID» I .' V (» :liTUi FOfrfTJ ftUS M 

CWrUUSTHATlONI • ■ ' ■ I IK NWflF»tilUl»*l!/aiO 

hoi DESKTOP MAGIC • C1I»A«T AND DfWG'fi WClUDES DOCS CATS. 
BUHCNGl CM\. •OMMJTt FLECT10NIC) STIlO-l ADvniTIZlNfJ aid* 
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ALL COlLt/ITiOFA ARE SUPPutO ONTOJ DISCS 

AND ARE AVAILABLE 'OR 

MICflOOESIGN II. STOP PRESS. 

NEW5DESK INTERNATIONAL THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

FtfAlf >fCi»' •V'.i'-.HDTPrOUAhEU'a^^GkVMENORDtRiNO 

AUTf QR -V(Or.(fOROliR »«.£ INFORMATION XEET NO! 

IIUPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 



HD DESIGN 



3 RObNDTHORN WAN 

goldswohth park 
woking Surrey gl; 

048671 81394 



E3 



V/SA 



IAGUAR • ELECTRICITY • GLAXO DISTILLERS • HANSON 



INVESTER OR GAMBLER? 

If you own or invest in shares, ask yourself honestly, do vou... 

Consistently buy and sell shares profitably? 

Monitor share price charts on a daily basis? 

Agree that timing and selection are essential? 

Consider PE ratios, result dates and Yields? 

Account for Press comment and Stockbroker tips? 

Believe that predictive algorithms really help? 

Want maximum gain from an investment portfolio? 
We do. Stockmarket professionals designed the algorithms for us, 
lecturers from two leading establishments wrote the code; 

MARKET MERLIN FOR AMSTRADS AT £29.95 INCLUSIVE. 

BURNCASTLE ^ 0T information and immediate 
. __ _^_ despatch contact Helen Hodges: 



VISA 




EST. 1978 



30 Gordon Road, Emsworth, 
PO108AZ Tel: (0243) 374279 



TIE RACK • AMSTRAD • B.A.T. • MIDLAND BANK 



A HOME FROM GNOME 

FOR YOUR 



fiiyHlif:l»; 



8000 PCW 



V 





AVAILABLE - 
ASK FOR DETAILS 

Are you short of desk space? Do you have to move the 
computer, et ll, when not in use? Or do you just like to be 
tidy? Then this is lor you. A fully portable "home" lor your 
Amsirad 8000 PCW. Provision can be made lor hard disc or 
modem, and the use ol lan-lold paper. 




• HOUSES WHOLE COMPUTER 

• COMPONENTS REMAIN 

CONNECTED 

• ASH VENEERED PANELS. 
LACQUERED BLACK. FLAT 
PACK KIT 

• ACCOMMODATES 24 DISCS, 350 
A4 SHEETS. 100 ENVELOPES. 
MOUSE AND MAINS PLUG! 

• MONITOR RAISED AND ANGLED 
TO IMPROVE VIEWING 

• PRINTER SECURELY HELD FOR 
USE AND TRANSPORT 

• KEYBOARD STORAGE 

• PAPER GUIDE AVAILABLE (OR 
CONTINUOUS FEED 



GNOME DESIGNS 

TO ORDER, post your cheque (or £45.7 1 made payable to Gnome Designs 
FREEPOST LS2372, 1 1 Syke Lane. LEEDS LSI4 3YY making sure you 
include your name and address. FOR ENQUIRIES OR TELEPHONE ORDERS 
— _ USING AMEX. ACCESS OR VISA call our order hotline on __ 

O 0937 587171. SI 



ALLOW UP TO II DAYS FOB DELIVERY 



PUT THAT 
MANUAL DOWN 

AND LISTEN! 

Most people find it hard to learn from the 

manuals, but don't realise there's a better 

way. Reeltime will teach you all you need to 

know, at a fraction of the price of a training 

course, all on your own computer! 

With instant help via the phone Hotline, 

there's no better way to learn. 

PCW Courses: 

LocoScript 1 & 2 

CP/M Computing 

dBase II, SuperCalc 2 ^^^ /> — 

Mini Office Pro £29. 95 +vat 

New: The PCW Flying 

Start! Master Locoscript _ _ _ _ _ 

and CP/M - only... £49, 95 +vat 

Other courses: We have a range of courses for all 

Amsirad computers; IBM/compatible PCs: Olivetti PCS; plus | 

all the popular software including Lotus, SuperCalc, Word 

Perfect, WordStar. Ventura S Pagemaker from £29.95! 



&em**e, 



All courses by return. Prices include P&P! Send cheque to: 
Head-Line Communication Limited, 
PO Box 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 

Regifitw od office 437 Westdale Lane, NOTTINGHAM 

or phone 0602 603623 with Access/Visa no. 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please suite which PCW model All 
Locomotive products are for use with 

LocoScript 2 only unless otherwise stated 

LocoScript 2 24.95 

LocoSpcll 21.95 

LocoMail 24.95 

LocoMail (for LocoScript I) 9.95 

LocoFilc 27.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoFile 36.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 31.95 

LocoMail and LocoFile 41.95 

Locomotive Printer Support Pack 24.95 

combines Standard & 24 Pin Printer Driven 

disks, Prinlwheels disk and keyboards disk 

LocoFont 1 1 and 2) 24.95 

LocoFonl 24 (Text & Display) 24.95 

3" Thesaurus (for LocoFile) 14.95 

Supcrtype 2 (fonts program) 1 2.95 



PROTEXT PCW 

The last alternative to LocoScript, 

with Mail Merge and Spell Checker. 

£37.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 3 1 .95 

AlLastPlus 24.95 

Corni.x Card Index (state model) 19.95 

Minerva First Base 19.95 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling finance package 

for small business or personal use 

£31.95 



Comix Simple Accounts 2 45.95 

Comix I n voicing 29.95 

Comix Job Estimator 55.95 

full specifications available on request 

Stockmarket2 34.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

System 3 (by Digital 29.95 



SUPERCALC 2 
£39.95 







...35.95 




...35.95 




.....35.95 


Pascal mo 


...35.95 


Devpac 80 


...35.95 


Maxam ^ 


...35.95 



D.T.P. AND GRAPHICS I EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner for all 

PCW's. Based on a 400 dpi hand held 

scanner & offering 4 scanning modes this 

is the ideal partner for MicroDesign 2. 

£179.00 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

The best DTP program available for the 

PCW. Drives 9 pin, 24 pin and even 
Laser printers for top quality documents. 
software only £39.95 
with AMX Mouse £79.95 



Mouse and Interface 47.50 

Desktop Publisher and Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

Stop Press and Mouse 69.95 

MasterScan 54.95 

MasterScan and MasterPaini 59.95 

MasterScan. Paint, and Mouse 99.95 

Please call for advice before ordering Masterscan. 



CF2 DISKS 



10 



Artisoft 11.00 19.95 

SPECIAL OFFER; 20AMSOFTS, £36.00 



CONTINUOUS PAPER 

Size, weight/no. sheets 500 1000 2000 



11" x 9.5". 60gsm 6.95 

A4, 70gsm 7.95 

A4, 80gsm 8.95 

A4. 90gsm 9.95 



10.95 18.95 

13.95 24.95 

14.95 25.95 
16.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

complete suite of Word Processor, 

Comms, Spreadsheet (includes 

Graphics) and Database programs, 

manual and John Hughes' All In One 

Mini Office Book 

£25.95 



PCW UPGRADES 



8256 MEMORY EXPANSION 

Internal expansion comprising solderless 
chips and complete easy to follow fitting 

instructions 

£19.95 



8256 3.5" Second Disk drive 89.95 

Amstrad FD4 second 3.5" drive CALL 

SCA 5 1 2k Rampaek for all PCWs II 3.85 

SCA 768k Rampaek for 8256 136.85 

Flipper 2 Plus requires 512k 29.95 



SERIAL (RS232)/ PARALLEL 

INTERFACES 

SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 

SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



Fun School range, by Database 

Fun School 3. 2 to 5 years 17.95 

Fun School 3. 5 to 7 vears 17.95 

Fun School 3, 7 to 1 2 years 17.95 

LCI, Software 

Micro English (Age 8-GCSB) 19.95 

Micro Maths ( I l-GCSF.) 19.95 

Foreign Languages, by Kosnios 

French Mistress ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

German Master (12 to adult) 15.95 

Spanish Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

DGC Software Rang e 

Junior Plavtimc (4 to 8 years) 10.95 

Schools Out (7 to 14) 10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 10.95 

Ultimate Qui/. 10.95 

Others 

lansyst Crash Course 1 8.95 

lansyst Two Finger Conversion 1 8.95 

Crash ( 'ourse h aimed <u the novice typist, ana teaches 

'cornet' Wring from the outset 1\va Fingers Is for man 

exptrienced keyboard users, arutgradualls cbaxes ton ("'■' 

using itll ' ■/ v. w fingers on the right keys! 



GAMES 



Clock Chess 89 14.95 

Hume Entertainment Centre 14.95 

Cross-Grid 10.95 

Head Coach v.1 16.95 

Lancelot 14.95 

Sir Perceval 14.95 

Sportine Triangles 14.95 

Terracom 14.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Tank Attack - 2 or mare players only 14.95 

Time and Magik 10.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



Dust Covers 

8256/8512. 3 piece 9.95 

9512(w/oul sheetfeeder), 3 pc 10.95 

9512. inc sheet feeder. 3 pc 12.95 

Ribbons 

8256/8512. 14 metre fabric each 3.95 

two for 7.00 
95 1 2 continuous fabric each 2.95 

two for 5.00 
9512 Amstrad branded Film each 3,95 

five for 17.95 

12 lor 39.95 



PRINTERS 



All of the fblbrwing printers an supplied with the net essary cable 
faryaur95l2, ffyouhavean8Z56ai 85/2 "»< wfflwteda 
tollable bxteifave, suchm th\ SCA Pnfissional at w.W. A 

ruitabu cable will dun be supplied u> lii this 

We art happ) in give our advice mi prituen, Please mil ibr 

iwiiith-r shown In-liny during normal office houi < 

9 Pin Printers 

PANASONIC KXP - 1081 159.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark One 169.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark Two 189.95 

STARLC200 219.95 

24 Pin Printers 

STAR LC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP-1 124 259.95 

STAR LC24-20O COLOUR 299.95 




FAX: 0462-670301 



PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE TO THE U.K. 
SEND SAE NOW FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST 

Education. Local Authority and Government orders welcomed. 

Overseas customers also welcome, please call or write for quotations. 

All goods subject to availability, all prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. 

CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 TO 5.00 SIX DAYS 

MJC SUPPLIES (PLS) 

2, The Arches, Icknield Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1UJ 
TELEPHONE ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES 
LETCHWORTH (0462) 48.11.66 (6 lines) 




Proprietor: MJ Cooper. 




ii Printer 



Jack of all Trades 

It's fast, it can handle extra wide documents, and it can even print in glorious 
technicolour. Alec Rae puts the Citizen Swift 24x through some gruelling paces 




Optional 

extras 

The priii- quoted 

llu-SHill I ! 

Bliyur.-. Il 
lodes > 
course, ii you 
I am (n Invest In 
ml colour kii 
i*»ell. Ilunlhe 

>ii total will 

conn 

C600. Sounds price) 

buttheSwll 

tbsotutel] 

everything • and 

probabl) mon 
sides • that <foo 
i urn need in i 
nterl 



Marc 



True PCW owners have always 
believed Ihat Iheir computers could do 
anything (within reason, of course). 
And. to a certain extent, they are right. 
If there has been a limitation it has 
always been the printer. 

The 9-pin dot matrix on the 80(10 
series could never produce the text 
quality needed for serious business use 
and the 95 1 2 daisywheel couldn't 
produce the graphics. Now. for the 
PCW owner with nearly £500 to spend, 
the problem is solved. 

Citizen have just brought oui the 
new Swifi 24x. a 24-pin dot matrix 



machine that seems lo cater for 
everything from handling A3 paper to 
colour - yes. colour - printing. 

Having said Ihat. you do really need 
to be looking for everything. The 'x* in 
the title stands for extra wide (the boys 
at Citizen never were very good at 
spelling) and the main "xtra' is the wide 
carriage allowing you the ability to print 
1 36 columns wide. 

This is certainly big enough for 
most jobs. It easily handles A3 paper or 
A4 turned sideways. This means you 
can handle the spreadsheet that always 
seems to be two columns bigger than 
the primer can lake and that you could 
produce some interesting effects with a 
word processor. 

Apart from that, il is almost exactly 



*y. 





Time Trials Chart 
Based on a 1000 word piece of text 



Swift 24x 
Draft 

Letter Quality 
Quiet Mode 

PCW 8000 series 

Draft 

Letter Quality 



2 minutes 
4 minutes 



1 minute 
7 minutes 




58 seconds 
2 seconds 
35 seconds 



47 seconds 
15 seconds 



the same as the Swift 24. a clever piece 
of kit thai seems to have packed 
everything else you would want from a 
24-pin printer for a mere £420, 
So unless you are a serious 
spreadsheet user (or. more particularly, 
unless you are a spreadsheet user who is 
prepared lo spend £ 1 20 rather than slick 
the various pans of your spreadsheet 
together with Sellotape) this machine 
might be a case of over-kill. 

Serious commitment 

Even buying the standard 80 column 
carriage Swift 24 would seem to suggest 
a serious commitment to the process of 
printing. For instance, it has no less lhan 
five fonls buih in. And for another £40 
you can buy font cards thai will allow 
you lo use a fifth font of your choice. 

As the average person doesn't know 
whether the lype face they are looking 
at is Times Roman or Condensed 
Gothic, wanting this variety of fonts 
would seem to suggcsl thai you have a 
pretty sophislieated application for ihe 
machine. Most people would be happy 
lo have this choice of fonts in a Desk 
Top Publishing package but as DTP in 
Ihe PCW normally won't allow you to 
use printer fonts you will probably find 
that this is not an option. 

However for word processing or 
any other text-based activity, the choice 
of in-buill fonls available is pretty 
comprehensive. These include Times 
Roman and Helvetica (or Sans Serif as 
they like to call il). ihe iwo most 
popular newspaper lype faces. Courier, 
ihe archetypal typewriter face and the 
more distinctive Prestige. This is as well 
as a readable Draft face for when you 
are in a hurry. 

Add lo this a choice of six different 
pilches from 10 lo 20 characters per 
inch and proportional spacing and you 
are definitely spoilt for choice. It is 
certainly Irue thai if you learn lo handle 
ihe primer properly you can achieve 
many of the effects of the lexl handling 
side of desk top publishing, to a much 
higher slandard. using a standard word 
processor. 

And. of course, the 24-pin priming 
naturally gives a far heller quality of 
prim lhan a 9-pin can. especially ihe 
rallly old nine-pin bundled with ihe 
8000 series (see box). This means lhal 
you can do your word processing on a 
battered old PCW and no-one will be 
able lo guess from Ihe output. 

This is on top of a natural speed thai 



Citizen Printer 



quite leaves (he poor old PCW printer 
standing. Citizen claim a speed of 192 
characters per second in draft font and 
64 characters per second in letter 
quality. This is_, obviously, under ideal 
conditions. But our time trials, based on 
a standard I (XX) word piece of text 
showed that the Swift is nearly twice as 
fast in draft (and the Swift draft is much 
more readable than the PCW one) and 
more than three times faster at letter 
quality standard. 

Shhh... We're printing 

But the choices don't end there. You can 
opt for Quiet Mode, a setting that 
reduces the speed of printing but 
actually significantly cuts the noise 
generated by printing. 

Citizen's documentation proudly 
claims that Quiet Mode cuts noise from 
51 decibels to 49 decibels. Using the 
8(KX) Plus scientific testing method we 
can safely say it did sound quite a lot 
quieter. In our speed tests (sec chart) it 
is obvious that Quiet Mode did slow the 
printer down significantly. But it was 



still noticeably faster than letter quality 
print on the PCW8000 series native dot 
matrix printer. 

Quiet Mode is a pretty obvious 
condition to define, but what about text 
and graphic direction? The machine 
allows you to decide whether it should 
print 'uni-directionally' (always printing 
from left to right) or 'bi-directionally' 
(swiping back and forward like 
windscreen wipers). 

Using uni-directional printing is 
supposed to make the lining up of 
printing more accurate. Incidentally, the 
one problem we discovered with the 
Swift 24x was that it got confused with 
lining up text when there was a variety 
of pitches used. 

Or how about software lock? Often 
programs will insist on printing to their 
own settings and will override options 
chosen on the printer control pad. 
Software lock allows you to ignore any 
print settings that come from the 
computer. How have you lived without 
it up to now? 

Add to these every page setting > 



Using the keypad 





The fifteen pin advantage 



i ever wondered what the difference is between a 9-pin 
and a 24-pin printer, the first and most obvious point is that 
one has nine pins and the other has 24. 

And what difference does that make to your printing? Well 
you know that the letters or pictures you see on your PCW 
screen are made up of pixels, tiny points of light. If a pixel Is 
on you see a green dot, if if s off you see black. Each letter on 
the screen is made up on a grid eight pixels wide by eight 
deep. The computer dictates which pixels to switch on or off. 

In the same way, when it comes to printing the computer 
builds up each letter or picture by a series of dots on the 
paper. 

A dot matrix printer works by battering ink-laden 'pins' 




against the paper. The computer decides which pins should be 
pushed out and which ones should stay retracted, making the 
shape of the letters or the picture on the page. 

A nine-pin printer, rather predictably, has a row of nine 
pins for this purpose. The 24 pin printer, however, has two 
rows of 12 pins dedicated to the same task. 

As the pins are closer together you get a far more clearly 
defined image and possibly more detail in graphics. But you 
also get better defined letters in text, cutting out much of the 
stepping seen in print from nine-pin printers, especially in the 
larger sizes of text. This gives a finished product much closer 
to the output from a daisy-wheel or even a laser printer and 
certainly good enough quality for business use. 



THIS IS ROMAN FONT 
abcdefghijklmnopqrsluvwxyz ABCDE] 

THIS IS SANS OR HELVETICA 
abcdefghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz ABCDE] 



THIS IS COURIER 

abcdefghi jklimopqrstuvwxyz ABCDEJ 

THIS IS PRESTIGE 

abcdefghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz ABCDE 

THIS IS ROMAN IN RED 

abedefgh i jk Imnopqrstuvwxyz ABCDh| 

AND THIS IS HELVETICA IN VIOLET 
abcdefghijklmnopqrsluvwxyz ABCDE] 






THIS IS ROMAN FOr 
abcdefghi jklmnop 

THIS IS ROMAN FONT 
abedefgh i jk Imnopqrstj 

THIS IS ROMAN FONT in condensed 
abedefgh i jk Imnopqrstuvwxyz ABCDEFGHI 

THIS IS RC 




Power/Error lights - will 
come on to indicate either 
condition 

Online - tells the printer 
to receive data 
Park/Load - Allows you to 
switch between single 
sheets and continuous 
paper 

LF/FF/Quick - Line 
Feed/Form Feed/ - 
allows automatic paper 
feed with printer off-line. 
Quick - halts printing and 
make changes to print 
specifications 
Select - Fixes a setting 
Load macro - see p48 
Save - many functions - 
used in conjunction with 
menu allows 'quiet mode' 
Menu - shows all settings 



Sales force 

The Swift 24 -the 

model that the new 
machine is hosed on 
- has achieved total 

sales of 100.000 sine 
the machine was 
launched in intaa 
1990 making it 
probably the beat 
selling printer in 
Europe; The suec 
or the machine is 
partly attributable 
to a revival in the 
popularit) of 24-pln 

machines, Which, in 
the IK alone, 
represent H 

printers sold. So 
confident are < ill/ 
in the quality and 
longevity ol their 

produeLs, that all 
printers COfflC « illi j 

two ve;ir warrant) 
• >n ill parLsand 
laiiour - including 

the prinlhend. 






The Swift 24x has a wide variety of fonts 



There were problems lining up the text 
when different pitches were used. 



Graphics are enhanced on the 24 pin 
printer. This is from Micro Design 2. 
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1988 



Big Fancy Car 
Eating out 
Drinks 

Executive Toys 
Office Furniture 
Raw Materials 
Production Costs 
Wages 
Other things 



13,245.00 

7.456.00 
17.233.00 

3,400.00 
15.000.00 
10,000.00 

5.000.00 
45.50 

1,000.00 



1989 

2,780.00 
6,850.00 
21.900.00 
3,424.00 
6,845.00 
6,850,00 

75.35 
4.039.00 



1990 

2,760.00 
6,850.00 
21,900.00 
3,424.00 
6.845.00 
6.850.00 

63.90 
4,039.00 



1991 



1992 



1993 



7.000.00 



2 , 500 . 00 
5 , 000 . 00 
5,000.00 
5 , 000 . 00 
4 . 000 . 00 
5 , 000 . 00 



690.00 

3,425.00 
1.370.00 
2,053.00 
6,745.00 



7 . 000 . 00 



2 . 500 . 00 
5.000.00 
5,000.00 
5.000.00 
4 , 000 . 00 
5 . 000 . 00 



72.379.50 52.743.35 52.731.90 33.500.00 14.283.00 33,500.00 



1994 1995 k 

2.070.00 

15.750.00 I 

2,053.00 
6.300.00 5.125.00 



6,300.00 24,998 



Extra wide spreadsheets are suddenly easy to print as whole with the Swift 24x and its 136 column carriage. No more sticking the various parts together with tape! 
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imaginable, choosing character sets, the 
ability to install a colour kit and an 
automatic sheet feeder and you could 
find yourself playing a game of 20 
questions with the printer just to print 
out a letter. 

Now it is very pleasant to have all 
these choices available but. unless you 
are a bit of a PCW whizzkid. you may 
have to get down to some hard work, if 
you do want to get your money's worth 
from the machine. 

With a cheaper 24-pin printer, such 
as Citizen's own £320 'entry level' 24- 
pin - the 1 24D - you can virtually just 
plug it in to the PCW and get on with it. 

To get the best from a sophisticated 
machine like the Swift, you will want to 
have, or at least to acquire, a reasonable 
knowledge of the process of printing 
from a PCW - and you may have to 
look carefully at what software you use 
to achieve the full potential. 

Pick a font... any font 

The almost bewildering variety of 
settings can all be changed from the 
printer control pad. There are six 
buttons and a small LCD display. By 
pressing the Menu button you are 
presented with each possible setting in 
turn. Find the setting you want, and by 
pressing the Select button you arc 



presented with each option, one after 
another. You pick the correct option 

For example, you press the Menu 
button until you come to PRN STYL 
PITCH (dyslexia is a cruel affliction) 
and then press •Select' until you gel 15 
CP1 (characters per inch). In fact the 
most time consuming aspect of the 
machine is flicking through all the 
options on the LCD. 

The impressionists 

Many of the functions you may never 
need to touch. For instance, there 
is a choice of emulations. An emulation 
is the way one computer will pretend 
to be another computer. The PCW 
printer emulates (or pretends to be) 
an Epson printer. So. any printer with 
an Epson emulation can be run 
from a PCW. 

If you decide, some day. to turn 
traitor and buy another computer, you 
may need to use the IBM or the 
NEC emulations on offer. Otherwise 
you just stick to the Epson emulation 
and most software will run without 
a problem. 

But there are features that you will 
certainly want to use regularly. Setting 
different fonts and pitches or changing 
colours (if you have the optional colour 
kit lined, of course), are all operations 



you will want to perform on a 
regular basis, and with the minimum 
of hassle. 

One major plus point for the Swift is its 
system of macros. In simple terms, a 
macro allows you to carry out a number 
of regularly-used operations with one 
command. The Prolile.Sub. used by 
many PCW users to set the defaults on 
their machines when they start up is a 
type of macro. 

With the Citizen you are 
allowed four different macros, meaning 
that you can set up the printer to four 
completely different settings. A macro 
with your default settings loads 
automatically every time you start up. 
But if you want to change you simply 
load another macro, again using the 
control panel. 

Quick change artists 

If you are particularly quick wilted and 
enthusiastic it is even possible to change 
the colour, font, pilch or even load a 
new macro during printing. By pressing 
the Quick Button at the precise moment 
that the printer is at the place where you 
want to make the change, you can pause 
the printing. Then you can ring the 
changes by picking your options from 
the buttons, suitably labelled Colour, 
Pitch. Font and Macro. 



All the colours of the rainbow? 




If you purchase the optional colour kit, your Swift 24x will come adorned with 
this ribbon as an extra. Use it to mix, match and create new shades 

It has to be admitted that the PCW has never been well known for its 
colourful nature. Green and black has always been its favourite colours 
when it comes to screens, and black has always been predominant when it 
comes to printing. 

So to hear that the Swift 24x can be fitted with a colour kit is liable to 
fill the traditionalist with suspicion. This is an optional extra available in 
both the Swift 24 and the Swift 24x for around £45. 

The fact is that the colour kit is a spectacularly simple concept and 
one that could well prove valuable to anyone wanting to brighten up their 
literature. It is based on a simple attachment that can vary the height of 
the printer ribbon. This can be fitted by even the simplest of 8000 Plus 
reviewers in minutes using only his work-soiled hands and his native 
cunning, so it should be no problem to an 8000 Plus reader. 

The ribbon looks something like a deck-chair, with black, blue, red 



and yellow stripes. Vary the height of the ribbon and the print head strikes 
through a different colour on the ribbon. 

And, of course, as every '0' level Art student knows, by mixing the 
basic colours you can achieve a much wider variety of hue. By double 
striking with two different colours the printer can successfully supply 
purple (red and blue), orange (red and yellow) and green (blue and yellow). 

Having said that, you still have the problem of what to use this 
wonderful new gadget with. As far as we know there is no software that 
would allow you to print out any form of graphics in colour and even 
printing text in the rainbow shades has a few problems. 

Anyone with a good working knowledge of BASIC could probably 
knock up something but it is probably not the first thing you would attempt 
in the language. 

If you simply want to print a letter in purple instead of boring old black 
that is not too much hassle. You can change to any of the seven options on 
the printer control panel in seconds. 

But you will want to do use the colour changes inside software like a 
word processor and even a spreadsheet. Just think how useful it would be 
for figures "in the red'. To do this you would need to understand the 
mysteries of escape codes and you may need to buy a different program. 
Turn now to the Great Escape box for an immediate insight. 
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This is the range of colours which can be yours with the standard colour kit 




The Great Escape 



When it comes to controlling a printer, the advantage of using 
a program like Protext is that it allows you to send control 
codes direct to the printer while you are in the program. 
These are a string of letters that the printer recognises as an 
instruction to alter a setting. Protext works on a series of 
embedded codes which are set in the text. Just type in 
[ALT][X] and [B] at the correct spot and the print will instantly 
change to bold at that point. 

These are no more than a form of control code. When you 
enter the code for bold, what the computer actually sends are 
the numbers 27 and 69. These are ASCII code numbers, the 
standard code that allows computers to talk to each other. 

27 is the number for 'Escape', a signal not to print the 
next letter but to accept it as a control code. The 69 is the 
ASCII code for the letter E which sets the printer up for bold. 

So when you see an instruction in a printer manual to 
change a setting using the code 'ESC r (n)', for instance, this is 
an escape code. This, in fact, is the code used by the Swift 
24x to change the colour. 

The ESC, as we know, is the number 27 but we have to 
work out what the ASCII code for the letter r is. The simple 
way to work it out is to go into BASIC and type ?ASC(r), or, as 
we say in English, "Print out the ASCII value of the letter V. 

If you would rather do a bit of mental arithmetic you can 
work it out if you know that the letter 'A' is ASCII code 65, 'B' is 
66 and so on until you get to 'Z' at 90. Then you skip a few 
obscure symbols and start again at 97 for the letter 'a'. Either 
way you will discover that the ASCII code for V is 115. This 
means "prepare to change colour". 

The (n) is another number given to denote what colour has 
been chosen. In this case black is 0. red is 1, violet is 3 and so 
on. 

Protext has an ingenious section called SETPRINT.COM 
which is ideal for this kind of work. Just type SETPRINT in 
command mode and it will appear. 

By pressing '3' you get into the 'Set Printer Control Codes' 
section. This shows you all the printer codes that have already 
been set. Using the cursor keys position the cursor on the 
letter b and you will see the numbers 27 69 already 
mentioned. 

So to set up the printer to change the text to violet, look 
for a suitable spare letter. In this case V would seem 



■Hit printer t on 

ill b on iff 

mlensed c on off 

ouile-slnJie i on til 

lltt , II 

Hit cunt* 1 I on ill 

cut clunqe 2 5 on iff 

h on off 



M printer control codes 



01 off 



Inline* 

Nonul (Tic*) i on 



iporlioral r on off 




I n t 27 IM 1 

I m i n m ♦ | 

Using SETPRINT.COM in Protext you can create your own, 
customised printer control codes. 

supremely sensible. Move the cursor to V, press [RETURN] 
and type in 27 115 3 (or as it is translated ESC r 3) where it 
says 'on'. Move to the 'off section and type in 27 115 and 
the next time you use the code the colour will be changed 
back to black. 

This means that when using Protext you can type [ALT],[X] 
and [V] at the appropriate point and any text after that will be 
printed in violet. 

Font changes can be achieved in the same way with the 
code ESC k (n). So to change to Helvetica would require the 
code 27 107 1 and you would use 27 107 to turn it back to 
Times Roman. Again if the letter 'h' is free is it an ideal one for 
changing to Helvetica. 

In this way you can built up a wide choice of codes, one 
for each available letter to set virtually every aspect of your 
printer controls. 

Before you leave SETPRINT go into section 1 'Set Printer 
Options'. With the cursor on the section that says 'internal', 
press one of the sideways cursor keys and the program will 
flip through the options. Stop when you see 'parallel' as this 
will send all the data for printing direct to the parallel (or 
Centronics) interface (and therefore to your new printer, 
instead of to the internal printer (see Parallel Universe box). 

When you have [EXrrjed from here press 7 ( for 'Save 
Printer Driver') and choose a suitable name - say SWIFT. Then 
when you want to use the new printer in Protext just type in 
'printer Swift' and all the new printer codes will be made 
available to you automatically. 



This is. of course, the most time 
consuming, nerve-wracking and 
thankless tasks ever thought of. Far 
better to learn how to use the computer 
properly and work with control codes 
(or escape codes, as they are known to 
their friends). 

Certainly most users will probably 
want to use different colours and/or 
fonts in the same piece of text and 
perhaps even in the same line without 
the hassle of hanging over the printer, 
linger poised. 

BASIC solution 

As always with printers, this is not a 
major problem using BASIC. However. 
not everyone has the knowledge 
or the desire to dabble in the mysteries 
of LPRINT and CHRS. But if you want 
to mix and match during the course 
of a word processing document you may 
find it difficult unless you happen to 
have a copy of a word processor like 
Protext that allows you to define your 
own printer control codes. 

The Swift 24x does work with 
LocoScript 2 quite easily for all normal 
functions, but there does not seem to be 
an easy way in LocoScript to take 
advantage of all the features. For more 



details, see "Die Great Escape' above. 
One aspect well covered by Citizen is 
paper handling. The machine offers 
what the makers quite accurately 
describe as 'a comprehensive paper 
handling package'. 

Continuous or single sheets 
can be fed from the rear or the top 
of the printer using friction feed (push 
Or pull) or by an automatic sheetfeeder. 
Using an optional printer stand 
means that continuous paper can 
also be led in from the bottom. 

You can have continuous 
and single paper loaded at the same 
time (vou choose which one to use) 



and there is a short tear off/scroll 
function (to tear continuous paper 
at a tear off bar). 

It has an in built paper tractor and 
a helpful manual sheetfeeder. which 
ensures that the paper always drops into 
the machine at the correct position and 
at the correct angle. 

If you can work out how to use it 
properly you must be able to find a 
paper handling system you like. But as 
said before this may take more work 
than you think. 

The Swift 24x is a PCW explorers' 
paradise - but perhaps not a must for the 
modest demands of everyday usage. • 



Parallel Universe 



When it comes to buying a printer you 
also need to take into account the cost 
of an RS232 - the box that fits on the 
expansion point on the back of your 
PCW . This costs about £50. You also 
need a parallel printer cable, which will 
set you back about £10. 

Be careful when choosing your 
printer cable that it has a male parallel 
or Centronic fitting at both ends. Most 
printer cables in computer shops are for 



IBM compatible PCs and are not suitable 
for use with the PCW. 

To divert your printing to the RS232 
you need the utility DEVICE.COM (on the 
CP/M utilities disc). With the disc in the 
drive type DEVICE LST=CEN (short for 
Centronics). This works with most 
programs, although with some, including 
LocoScript, Protext and MicroDesign, 
you need to choose the Parallel port as 
an option in the software. 



Citizen Printer 



Special 
effects 

The range of 
'special' effects 
offered by the Swift 
24x is quite 
astounding. The 
manual boasts a 
selection of over 2011 
varieties of print 
styles. The more 
common among 
them, such as double 
strike, italics, 
underline, sub and 
superscript can all 
be combined with 
the print width and 
print density 
features to vary the 
styles even more. 
The printer also 
allows you to 
produce reverse 
print, although 
this cannot be 
enhanced further 
by the method 
described above. 



Citizen 
Swift 24x 



Pluses 

A It has every 
feature you would 
possibly want 
from a 24-pin 
printer and more. 

A Excellent variety 
of fonts. 

A Good quality 
output at top 
speed. 



Minuses 

T The cost means 
that it will only be 
of interest to a 
limited few. 

T Not easy to get to 
grips with. 

▼ You may need to 
buy different 
software to get full 
advantage of all 
the features. 



Ease of use 
Documentation 
Features i 

Performance 

8000 Plus 

Value Verdict 15/20 
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102 keys instead of 85. Separate 
Cursor pad. Function Keys for 
software. Plus manv more features 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



8256/8512 Nvlon £2.75 each 

8256/8512 Carbon £3.22 each 

9512 Nvlon £2.20 each 

9512 Carbon £2.75 each 

Min Order Qty 3 pieces 
{Ribbons onlvl 



5.25 Pace external disk 

drive. For easy transfer of data 

between PCW's and PC's. 

Complete with all necessary 

cables and software 



ONLY £136.00 



Now only £79.00 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Locoscript 2 inc Spell £29.95 

LocoMail/LocoFile Bundle £42.95 

LocoScript2 £24.95 

LocoMail £25.95 

LocoFile £25.95 

Contriver Mouse + Interface ..£39.95 

Mini Office Professional £24.95 

Money Manager £31.50 

Sage Popular Accounts £55.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £39.95 

Sage Popular Payroll £39.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo Spreadsheet .£34.95 
Amstrad R232 Interface £49.95 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE (U.K only) 
Please make all cheques payable to: PRM COMMUNICATIONS 

17 Staple Tye, Harlow, Essex CM 18 7LX 
H^j Credit Card Hotline Number: (0279) 422846 "wsT 



AMSTAT* & STATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTAT for PCW * CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

f^, 1 * 7 *™ 1 *!"" 01 !' ' .™,™- " ■*" • »•"■"«•■ *•*• *u"ow. 1-nmplf. 1-anpb, •« mind l-lim. 
,.r.!L^,?™ . i '"?* '"!,""'" «"" '""""H. >-mv-AOV. eo.*n.. ngn»»x.. h,.to«..m,. ■ciln.gfirm. 

'^iT^^H^sT^oSir' " * ""• "— "■ '•""" """ N " ""• ° b -"" im » • """ 

A»«TAT 2/STATMOOt I- ?? oonpwarwic tnti pro„.d<nq a "compltti SwotT Binomiw, Ch.Bu»rp(3| 

SSSnJSS^SSS^i ** l ( ?- Wo "°«"'. «*«"• Cochran, F<*dn».n, Krwk.l-W.ll,.. Coni.npncv. 
bDOfmin. ■ andan Kcnd.il partial . CoriCO'darct 

AMSTAT 3/STATMOOE 3: FORECASTING 

An atrty ol buiirww onenttd mjihtmjtic* and itatm.cal 
wttwtt Liomt and Polynomial nrorauNin. Trend and SMional 
v.r.it.o-, Mull>pla Rtonmton Anatym. Tramfofmationi 
E.porwntiai Smoothing. Adaptive Filiating. Graphic drjpley, lull 
printout, manual suited to immed>.te uw and Iq* latching 
iAddtiional program for PCI 

AMSTAT 47 STATMODE 4 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 

LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General PurpoM Linear programming * Specialised Tramporiation 

ana an.gnment variant! Capable of anal yt.no and wiving 

proolemi of sequencing, scheduling, blending and allocation qI 

icetce -esources 40 Page manual. 18 -rt-ked t.amplei 

„ UMI II 

AMSTAT 6 S I ATMODt 6: SFANOVA 

Up to 8-way analysis of variance for equal cell suet Unequal cell 
sues on 1 -way AOV Maxmum ol ?0O0 deia pomn (300 on 
une.oended CP/M 2.2, 4000 on PCI. Inpui f,om ASCII F.lt* 
Output to Kreen or teat file with full AOV table • main and 
interaction meant and Neuman-Keuli on mairi ef'tcti Manual 
(Disc only) 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 
STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation of economic order quantities for both tingle and 
multiple item* Dynamic programming io calculate optimum 
production schedules for tingle itemt and consolidation of several 
™ » ai ' ' *\ ?*'"* ,nl ° * mu,,| P'* ichedule Alto Pareto and Loreru analysis 

Output to Kreen or printer Include* operational manual with 
■M » worked eaamplet 

The Program h.., appKitiom m rtiaarch of all kinds, educaoon. ukt. products plann.ni wort and 
method study, financial pi v , i nj personnel, tocial wort nc 

"' win cmrtainfy 6- uain, rham m/MrY in eh* future and no ravtwwr can oflmr m wmrmmr 
r~ommmn4atton than that. " Dr. Patmr MorrH. Amttrad Frofauional Computing. Hay 1 997. 
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C39.96 


STAIMOOE2 


£27.» 


STATMOOC3 


£27.16 


STATMODE 4 


£27.16 


STATMOOEt 


£27.16 


STATMOOE7 
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ANT 2 - MX DISCOUNT 
ANV 4-20% DISCOUNT 

ii" »■ -i . ■' lor 
EduM!***! Qu.nl, I, diKOunll 



CHEQUES AND P O.t TO 

S. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTER ROAD, ASH8Y DE LA 2.0UCM 

LEICESTERSHIRE. LE6 60A 

TEL: 0630416919 

24 Hour Antwerphone Technical enouirm after 6 00pm 
■AMSTAT In tiademerfc of AMSTRAD PLC and -t used under licence 



AIL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
AND PACKAGING IN THE 
UK BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 



P.O. BOX 683 
BATHBA1 1XU 



*##* 



MICRODIAGONALS 



##** 



THE PACKAGE WHICH OPENS UP 

EXCITING NEW DIRECTIONS FOR 

MICRODESIGN AND PROSCAN USERS 

Liven up your layouts with eye-catching display 
text which runs diagonally up or down the page! 
Greatly increases the scope for creative 
typography. Excellent value at £18.50 for two 
CF2 discs containing more than 400 files. 



DON'T BUY OUR DISK DRIVES 

8000 Plus review says that equivalent software to 2 in 1 is given away free with 
other disk drives. Why buy our add on 5.25" drive tor £100.00 and 2 in 1 tor 
£29.95 when you can buy their drive with free software for £145.00 

3.5" second drive for 8256 or 9512 £90.00 

3.5" third drive (retains use of internal B) C10500 

5.25" second drive TEAC FD55FR 40/80 switchable Ciooioo 

5.25^ third drive (retains internal B 8512, 9512) £1 1 5.00 

5.25" Special purchase 40/80 switchable TEAC new but previous model black 
facias only £90.00 second drive £105.00 third. 

MOONSTONE 2 IN 1 CPM to IBM DOS transfer on PCW 629 95 

Shareware CPM-IBM DOS transfer on PC C5ioO 

^If 1 * .°.'. h S r sv . slems c a" r ead IBM format disks, so data can be exchanqed with 
PC s. MAC s, AMIGA. ATARI in Ascii, Locoscript. Dbase & Supercalc 
MMS Margin Maker C9.95 : 3.5" disks C7.50 for 10 

CHEAPEST EVER MEMORY UPGRADES if you haven't done it, now's the 
time, it is unlikely that 256k x1 memory chips will get any cheaper 256 to 512 
upgrade kit C20.00 : Fitting service £ 10.00 + carr. 

PINBOARD COMPUTERS LTD TEL: 0462 894410 

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, Baldock SG7 6HP ■■« 

PRICES INCLUDE P&P and VAT (FAX 0462 894460) VISA 



3 V 2 " DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £4.75 p&p 

* We use the POST OFFICE'S guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 

PHONE IN YOUR CARD NO. TODAY - RECEIVE YOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2" B drive does except :- it wont allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than £80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single ribbon cable. 
Housed in its sleek white metal case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 V 2 " Discs 10 for £7.50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 

NOW ONLY £29.95 when (.ought with the 3.5- drive £99.95 + P6VP 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS disc on ALL PCWs. 



256K MEMORY 
UPGRADE - £24.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with 

our easy to fit upgrade kit. 
Full fitting instructions supplied 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Locomai 1 £7.95 

Plus £1 p&p 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 0JB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 

Trade enquiries welcome 



Arnor's 1991 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation " Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' Y0UR computer 

"The great strength of this package is Its ease of use" CWTA 

"Protext is the solution to all Locoscript s drawbacks' pcw 

"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" soooplus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" PUTTING YOUR 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Protext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext-A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Protext 



MAXAM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 
« repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory " compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 
« Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam II -now the best gets even better" cwtacpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly ACU 

" The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " CMTP ' CPC 

" Maxam II is stunning . . . the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" amstrad acton 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File Inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor- 
Mast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files « compile from inside editor 

"Very good value for money" amstrad pcw 

"Streets ahead in tenns of programming 
power » amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got ft right amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Protext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 One. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protext or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Protext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements other PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC. 

Features include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Amor. Protext 5.0 is available for 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



All programs run on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



fle/easfatj your micro spote/itia/... 



^HWL 



Amor Ltd fEPJ, 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



budget accounts 



everything you need for your home accounts 

• You can maintain as many accounts as you wish. 

• Up to twenty categories for income and expenditure per account, each 
with a column heading of up to ten letters. 

• Up to 12225 entries per account on the 8512/9512 and 3075 on the 8256 

• Up to twenty letters of comment for every entry. 

• Single category and full statements In two formats for any group of 
entries plus income/expenditure balances. analysis and bar graphs. 

• Printed statements and analysis - (8000s in a choice of 5 styles). 

• Choice of normal/reverse video and 4 scrolling speeds for statements. 

• Helpful informative error messages and easy alteration of entries. 

• The program is properly documented and presented and Includes a 
demonstration account. It is very easy to use with cursor driven menus 
using highlighted selections at every stage. 

Budget Accounts which Is available for all PCW's costs £14.95 inclusive 

and is available only from (please state model) 
CODEX 8 CHESTNUT GROVE EALING LONDON W.5 4JT 081 840 0760 

why not write Of telephone for a free illustrated leaflet ? 



codex 




Improve Your Image... ; '. _ M ^r i -*k 



HIGH QUALITY CLP ART for MkxoDesign2:- 




XMASCLP 

eio.oo 

MUSICAL CLP 
cio.ee 

TOOLBOX CLP 
cio. oo 
GIANT FONT 
DISCS eio.oo 



A dm *ul ot vuwo MM end .CUI l-»t »«* M»roLV»grJ. 
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CF2 3" blank discs ■«,<.»■»: v""*"""'*'-** 



Q 



Also available:- Prorexf - Supercalc2 - MicroDesign2 

ProSCAN - SCA Interfaces - FD4 3" Second Drive 

3.5" discs - 5.25" discs - Daisywheete - SCA Rompacs 

Mouse Mat - Ribbon Re-hkrig - MicroDesign2 Tuition 

Send S.A£. for Catalogue and prices. 



HARLOW 

ESSEX CMIV 4SJ 



■ itumwwil 



► ""■ H/ 'vrtrs .vr- tiryfHtrbrrihy rrtt/m &kJ hy finf n&CT post. O 4 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is. it only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the mosl important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 




31, PILTON PLACE (8+23) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 



FOR ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS 

Tabulations Margins & Lines, positioned correctly first time 
TempMate Page Overlay The Page Boy 

£5.95 (4 for £15) Word Processing Ruler 

4 character pitch sizes £2.95 

. •, 2,10, P12, P15, P17 (10 for £13) 

SAVE "5 

£10 SETOF4TEMPMATES&PAGEBOYE16.45 






FOR LOCOSCRIPT USERS 

TempDisc PC/PCW (Business, Personal or Sport) from E17.95 

Hundreds of choices of INSTANT TEMPLATES designed by a 

Member of the Institute of Word Processing 

Also WordDisc - a Thesaurus using LocoFile. XWorder - For Crossword Compilers 

using LocoSchpt FoneMale - Uses LocoFile. National codes and exchanges with 

appointment diaries. 5 year calendar etc. LocoScript Correspondence Course. 

Please send lor details 

Thurston Techniques 

rrrm FREEPOST Exmouth EX8 2YZ Telephone or Fax 0395 277496 i^h 
fTyt ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & UK POST & PACKING VIS^ 




ISSUES.. 

Are you a recent reader of 8000 Plus? Or have you missed 
out on some of the earlier issues and want to catch up? 
We have limited quantities of our back issues listed below. 
The prices include a nominal 25p postage. Remember, all 
issues contain excellent TipOff sections and the selection 
of BASIC listings, plus the other regulars. 



Issue 21 New LocoScripl fonts 
reviewed. Guide 10 add-ons. PC/PCW 
link. 
£1.75 

Issue 30 Speech synthesiser, leach your 
PCW 10 lalk hack, transferring files from 
a PCW lo a PC. Lightning Basic review. 
£1.75 

Issue 32 Astrology on your PCW. 

Learning C/PM. PCW User Groups. The 

Amsirad-Sugar story. Publishing books. 

£1.75 

Issue 33. Four spreadsheets compared. 

C/PM for beginners, five budget primers 

reviewed. 

£2.00 

Issue 34 . Accounting packages 
reviewed, the full report, write a best- 
seller, the -cries on spreadsheets. 
£2.00 

Issue 35 Take a hxik at communications, 
budget modems analysed. Play sweel music 
on your PCW. The PCW out on Safari in 
Africa. 
£2.00 

Issue 37 Take a look at the jumbo 

ram drive for your PCW. Choose between 

three hard discs. Mini Office Plus, is it 

worth the wait? 

£2.00 

Issue 38 . Need a (hird disc drive? The 
Composers Pen for the PCW Musician. 
Women in computing. 
£2.00 

Issue 39 Two new games. Choose a 
database from our selection. Which inter- 
face does what'' 
£2.00 



Issue 40 How to rescue lost data from 
damaged discs. PCW speech synthesiser. 
A tour of the DTP options. 
£2.00 

Issue 41 The RAM pack thai slots onlo 
ihe PCW. Use your PCW as a fax. 
£2.00 

Issue 42 Language learning packages. 
The Top Ten PCW games. Which word- 
processor should you choose. 
£2.00 

Issue 43 Discover your family tree with 
your PCW. How lo gel lo grips with 
Mallard BASIC. 
£2.00 

Issue 44 Choosing a printer. Step by step 
guide to adding a 5.25" drive. The lasted 
clip-art package for Stop Press. 
£2.00 

Issue 45 . New sofiware aimed at 
keeping you fit and healthy. Three horse- 
racing predictor programs. How lo add a 
3.5" or 5.25" drive lo your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 46. The latest fax machine from 
Amstrad taken Ihrough its paces. 
Locoscript PC. no need to learn a new 
word processor. Home F,ntertainmen( 
Centre, the new compilation form CDS. 
We show you how lo gel slarted in com- 
munications. 
£2.00 

Issue 47. How lo clean your primer in 10 
easy steps. Predictive sofiware on test. 
The second pan of ourcomms special. 
10 lop Flipper tips to make life easier. 

£2.00 



To order back issues use the order form opposite 



PpPPI THE SPECIALIST AMSTRAD 
r tlC Ci PCW BOOK OF YOUR CHOIC 



Select the one that suits your personal requirements and 

get it absolutely free when you take out a subscription to 8000 PLUS. 



TJsing the Amstrad 
PCW 9512' 







Designed for the relative beginner, 

this book has over 1 70 pages 

describing how to understand and 

use all the facilities of the Amstrad \ 

PCW 95 1 2. The clear text and screen 

shots take you step by step through 

using the hardware, using discs and files, mailshots 

creating documents, page layout, CP/M and the 

printed page. 

'Exploiting the 
Amstrad PCW 9512' 

Geared towards more experienced 
users who want to use their 
machine as a full blown general 
purpose computer, this book not 
only examines the PCW as a word 
processor with LocoScript but also explores the range 
of other applications programs available. 300 plus 
pages with detailed information on LocoScript, 
LocoMail, CP/M, LocoFile, dBase II, SuperCalc 2 and 
Mini Office Professional. 

A subscription makes real sense 

• You guarantee a supply of the most comprehensive 
news and advice for the Amstrad PCW. Delivered 
to your door, 8000 PLUS will help you to save you 
time, trouble and money. 

• You safeguard yourself against any future price 

increases. The price you pay now is guaranteed 
for the duration of your subscription. 

• You get complete peace of mind. Our no-nonsense 

guarantee means you can cancel your subscription 
at any time and we will refund you for all 
unmailed issues. 

• Plus, of course, you receive a free book on the 
Amstrad PCW which will improve your knowledge 
and performance still further. 



Each book costs at least £11.95 to buy. 

You will receive one free when you 

subscribe to 8000 PLUS today 

12 ISSUES OF 8000 PLUS FOR ONLY 

£23.40 AND THE PCW BOOK OF 

YOUR CHOICE - FREE! 

To get your copy delivered at this inflation- 
proof price and recieve your free book, 
complete the coupon below and return it 
immediately. Alternatively, telephone our 
credit card hotline on 
0458 74011 



YES! 



Please enter / renew my subscription to 8000 PLUS and 
send me the free Amstrad PCW book I have ticked below 

'Using the Amstrad PCW 9512' 

'Exploiting the Amstrad PCW 9512' 

The annual subscription I require is (tick your choice) 

UK £23.40 Europe £38.40 ROW £53.40 



All overseas subs are sent by Airmail for speed and safety. 
These costs are included in the above prices. 



Back Issues (for price details see opposite) Please circle 

21 24 25 30 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 
44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £ 

My method of payment is (tick your choice) 

VISA /ACCESS EXPIRY DATE 

CARD NO. 

CHEQUE 

make payable to Future Publishing Limited and enclose with this form 

in an envelope addressed to: 

8000 Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR 

Name : 
Address : 



Postcode : 
Signature : 



Telephone : 
Date: 



8./SP/A4/1290 



The economical and practical design of the City Desk 
Workstation removes the systems hardware from the desk 
surface providing optimum use of available space. Its many 
design features are suited to home or office use. 



MM pays to put 

technology in its place 



Compatible with the majority of PC Systems currently 
available its many assets include a steel cantilever frame - 
full cable management - heavy duty lockable castors - 
heat/stain/scratch resistant working surfaces available in 
either cream or grey - a full depth drawer unit which can 
be assembled for left or right hand use and with overall 
dimensions of H35" W47" D29" it can negotiate a standard 
30" doorway with ease. 

The unit comes complete with 12 months guarantee and can 
be delivered within U.K. Mainland for an extra £12 JO. 

To order simply complete and send the coupon or 
telephone for further details. 




A registered design In over 58 countries worldwide 



City Desk Kuropc Ltd 24 - 26 Queens Koad Reading Berkshire RG 1 4AU. | 
I wish to order CJ workstation (s) in Cream l_l /Grey LJ 

at £174.80 each (inc VAT). 1 enclose my cheque for £ 

or charge my Access I I /Visa I I No: Expiry date 



• Plus VAT 



CITY DESK 



Signature. 
Namc_ 



EUROPE LIMITED 

24 - 26 Queens Road Reading Berkshire RG1 4AU. 

Tel: 0734 594145. Fax: 0734 589954. 



| Address . 



. Postcode 



Tel No: 



8000+2/91 | 



Only 



Suitable for the Amstrad.PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 



£49f MONEY MANAGER PCW 



Now even 

more powerful, more 
friendly, and more useful II 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented In a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bill* In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 



Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 
Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 
- 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 
Move a file forward a month at a time when required 
All options selected from the main menu 
Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, visa, Savings etc. 
Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 
A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

■ Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

■ All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 
" Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Quick Insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

• Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

• Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance 

• Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

• Spreadsheet type table showing class totals in each month 

• Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

• Pie charts of up to 20 selected "slices' 

• Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



• Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

■ Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

• Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

• Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

• Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

• Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

■ Simply Ignore VAT features If they are not required 

■ Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg In Locoscript) 

■ Data search facility to find 'lost' Items 

• Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

■ Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

- Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

• Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

■ Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

- You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

- Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

- Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

- Free and indefinite telephone support 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

081743 9792 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week 

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND ■— — ^ 



Data Basics 

A database could be the perfect solution to all of your administrative headaches. 
In the first of a new series of Beginners' Guides, Tim Smith looks at the 
user-friendly Datastore II, and finds out just how such a database could help you 



Datastore II 

C39.95 • Digita International 
0395 270273 

You may have heard the term 'database' 
bandied around from time to time, and 
you could well have seen one in action 
and not even realised it; when booking a 
theatre, train or 'plane ticket, the 
software which the booking clerks use 
are all some form of database. But what 
exactly are they on a human scale? 

Well, a database is in effect a 
glorified, electronic list or set of linked 
lists. A good database program, and 
Digita International's Datastore 
certainly is that, will allow you to store 
large amounts of related information 
quickly and without fuss. It will also 
allow you to retrieve this information 
both on screen and in printed form. 

Ideally, the database of your choice 
should be able to be tailored to your 
needs. This appears to be a bald and 
obvious statement, but there are so 
many of them on the computer market - 
mainly because a basic unit is fairly 
simple to program - that you could end 
up choosing one which would make the 
pen and paper seem like luxury, rather 
than slow, old fashioned hard labour. 

Datastore, from Digita 
International, is an excellent example of 
the genre. It is well suited for the 
beginner, with its excellent and 
comprehensive manual. 

All the database 'regulars' are there: 
you can set up your own system from 
scratch and get it to look and feel just as 



you need it. You are provided with a 
wide range of printing options. It even 
makes certain for you that files are 
saved and that you know exactly how 
much information you have at 
your fingertips. 

From the base up 

Before we go any further it might be an 
idea to become acquainted with some 
database terminology (see the box on 
the next page). You will sec that we 
have made an analogy to a conventional 
card index box. 

Once the basic concepts of record, 
file and field are grasped we can see 
how your PCW can really go beyond 
the old fashioned restraints of card and 
pen. A computer database doesn't just 
let you enter information, it makes sure 
you do it correctly - and then it allows 
you to access and manipulate that data 
with the minimum of fuss and a 
maximum of speed. 

With a system such as Datastore 
you have to set up the way you want 
your files to look and the way in which 
information will be stored -just like 
you would on each card of a well- 
organised card index box. 

Don't be put off when it comes to 
arranging how you wish each of your 
Datastore records (or index box cards) 
to look - the manual takes you through 
the first steps with a tutorial. Basically 
though, you are presented with a blank 
screen and then are asked what you 
would like to call Field 1 . With the card 
box system this first piece of 



information would usually be something 
like a surname - so that you could store 
the cards in alphabetical order. With the 
computer you can make this first field 
whatever you wish as long as it is not 
numerical; after all the PCW and 
Datastore are going to do all the hard 
work for you. 

You are asked whereabouts on the 
screen, and later on the printed page, 
you would like that field to be placed. 
You are then asked how long the piece 
of information which goes into this field 
is going to be - this can be very useful 
if, for example you are storing data 
relating to cheques or order numbers 
which have reference codes of a certain 
length. Once all the data is entered, and 
the record looks just as you want it to, 
you can forget about it as it works in the 
background. Now it's time to enter the 
information itself. 

Define your thinking 

Another way in which the database- 
equipped PCW takes over from the card 
box method is that information (fields) 
on each record is actually active; it is 
not 'static' on the page as it would be 
using pen and paper. During the set up 
procedure you can define each field one 
of the following ways. 

Character: This basically means text, 

names, or even figures such as phone 

numbers which you do not want 

calculated. 

Date: This is an automatic method by 

which you enter the date in > 
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Native 
instinct 

Just a little hint to 
the wise. Datastore, 
unlike many 
programs, has been 
designed specifically 
to work with the 
PCW. It has not 
been 'ported over' 
from the world of 
IBM compatibles. 
This means that 
your printer, 
whether your PCW 
is a 9512 or 
8256/8512 is catered 
for. The installation 
process (which is 
carried out in a few 
simple steps) deals 
with all this for you. 
Datastore also makes 
use of the PCW 's 
RAM (Random 
Access Memory) - or 
the M: drive. This 
means that constant 
disc swapping and 
consequent wear on 
the drivers) is cut 
down. It also means 
that searching and 
retrieval of records 
is speeded up. Digita 
says that the average 
'find' speed is 4 
seconds - and we 
won't disagree. 




. Desisn or flnend Database Layout 

1 . Enter New Records 

2 . SearcVAnend/Delete/Prinl 

3 . Printer Configuration 

4 . Load neu tile 

5 . Set up Calculation fields 

6 . Disc Directory 

7 . Herse files 

8 . Function Keys 
3 . Finish/Change Disc 
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The opening screen from Datastore. Notice especially 
option 9, which makes sure that all the information 
you have painstakingly entered is saved at the end of 
every day's working time 



Setting up a record. This process is well documented 
with each field (piece of information) of each record 
(or card of a card index box) being defined in type 
and position by you 
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-e arrow keys ts position start of field, and then press ENTER 



A completed record. But something is wrong. One of 
the fields is misplaced, and will spoil the appearance 
of the whole record when it is printed out. This can 
easily be changed using the arrow keys- 
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Database Terminology Made Simple 



Databases are useful programs but like most 
things in computing they seem to be laden down 
with rather confusing jargon. So, in order for you 
to get started quickly and confidently here is the 
8000 Plus jargon busting guide to those terms. 

A simple database is very similar to an old 
fashioned card index box - although it is best not 
to get too carried away with this analogy as you 
might get used to under-using your computer by 
treating it in this way. For now however, we will 
use this image to work with. 

The similarities between the two are as 
follows. With a card index box you have, 
obviously, cards. With a database the plastic card 
index box is known as the file' and these cards 
are known as 'records'. Unlike the index box 
method, which corralled you into one system of 
indexing per box, the computer allows each file' 
to be indexed in several ways. 

With a card index, each of the cards has a 
number of pieces of information on it. Usually, it 
has one main piece by which you can order or 
index the box. For example, in an address list 
you would store the cards in alphabetical order 
with last names acting as the indexing pieces of 
information. 

On each separate card you might have the 



following pieces of information: 

Last name (by which you can index the box), 
first name(s), address (business), address 
(home), telephone number (business), address 
(work), position in business, other comments. 

Using a card index box, these are just known 
as 'bits of information' or 'details'. In the 
computer version, the database, the 'bits of 
information' in each record are known as fields'. 
The list we have just detailed will be exactly the 
same but is stored electronically - this means 
that it can be automatically duplicated and 
backed-up - yet another boon. 

Now, where a computer takes over from the 
conventional paper and the "Oh dear, I've just 
spilt coffee all over the cards!" method is in its 
search capacity. The process of tracking down 
specific pieces of information is speeded up and 
expanded in the scope of choice. 

Instead of having to store each of the 
records in your files by the last name first 
method, you simply fill in the fields and the 
computer sorts them for you. This would be very 
much like being able to fill in each card in the 
box, closing it and then letting it sort them into 
company name first one day, last name first the 
next, telephone area code the day after and so 
on using each piece of information on each card 



as your indexing method - fairly time-consuming 
for the old method. 

So, imagine that you need to track down the 
number of the company secretary of Piatt and 
Pearce Ltd but you have forgotten his or her 
name. With the card index box you would have to 
sort through each card until you hit on the right 
one. With a computer and a database program 
you have the ability to make every field a 'key 
field' - or, the equivalent of an entry in an index. 

With the card index you only have one 'key', 
which is usually the last name. With a database 
you can tell the computer to make all the fields 
key fields. So when you need to find the company 
secretary you just type in "Company Secretary" 
or "Piatt and Pearce Ltd" or even "Pearce". Your 
database will go straight to the record (card) you 
need. If there are several contact names at Piatt 
and Pearce it will allow you to cycle through the 
files until you come to the correct one. 

The main differences between the two 
systems are as follows: 



Card Index Box System 

Plastic Box 

Card 

Piece of information on card 

Index (last name first) 



Database System 

File 

Record 

Field 

Key or Key field 



And there's 
more... 

Datastorc is just one 
example of a 

database for the 

PCW, and was 

selected for the first 
of our beginners' 
guides because of its 
user friendly nature. 
There are. of course, 
many more 
databases on the 
market; for a look at 
some of them, turn 
to our Good 
Software File on 
page 75 of this issue. 



DD/MM/Y)' format. This can be 
extremely useful if you have someone 
not too familiar with computers entering 
important information for you. The 
PCW and Datastorc simply will not 
allow anything but a date to he entered 
in this field. 

Numeric: This only allows you to enter 
numbers. One positive point here is that 
mistyping! can be trapped and you 
never need end up with a number such 
as 124*8 (the * being the IHj key with 
the caps lock on and also the 
multiplication sign for the PCW). More 
than this though, a numeric field used in 
a database such as Datastorc can be 
calculated. 

Money: This field cannot he calculated 
but does insert commas in the correct 
place and again will not allow for any 
typing errors which might lead to 
embarrassing company reports. 



Not every' database includes this kind of 
'error-lrapping' or data-specific method 
of defining fields - watch out lor them. 
Again, this is one of" the very positive 
aspects of Datastorc. 

And finally folks 

In order not to be confusing we have not 
gone into the finer details of Datastore 
or databases in general: suffice to say 
that setting up the system is simple 
enough and the options offered are 
comprehensive. What we have given is 
the basic overview of what can be a 
very complex system. 

However, the complexity in this 
ease works in your favour and can be 
built up with your ideas and needs in 
mind. Dataslore. with its excellent 
manual. How chart and guide to layout 
design comes with all that a beginner or 
practiced user could want in order to 



produce a useful database system. 

With any piece of software which 
contains valuable data, you should 
always be sure to save your files at the 
end of every working session - and this 
is probably Datasiore's greatest asset for 
the newcomer. The program will not 
allow you to quit without doing so. 
Unless you hit the 'off switch, that is! 

The ability lo program function 
keys, set up printing to your design and 
even carry out complicated and tedious 
calculations quickly should make the 
life of the business person, club 
secretary a great deal easier. 

This month's look at Dataslore 
marks the first in a series of 'application 
specific' tutorials. If you would like to 
know more about a specific area of 
PCW activity, drop us a line: we'll do 
our best lo cover your queries in future 
edilions of our Beginners' Guides. • 
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All you have to do is press [EXIT] and change the 
position of the wrongly laid out field. Remember not 
to answer T when you are asked if you want to 
Cancel' the layout otherwise you'll lose the record 
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All the changes have been made and the record looks 
OK. This record is ready for printing later on and will 
produce professional looking information which can 
be useful in audits or company reports 



function Key 1 
Function Keu 3 
Function Key 5 
Function Keu 7 



Use arrow to Mend, and then EXII 



Just to make things easier you also have the ability to 
program the Function keys). This facility can come 
into its own when you have regular calculations to 
carry out 
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SHOWROOM HOURS 
9.00am - 5.30pm Monday 

to Saturday 
Telesales 9.00am - 5.00pm 




AMSTRAD PCW 
RANGE 



PCW 8256 - 256k with monitor, single disc drive, 
keyboard and dot matrix printer £269.00 

PCW851 2 - 51 2k with green monitor, dual disc drives, 
keyboard & dot matrix printer £399.00 

PCW 9512 • 512k with white monitor, single disc 
drive, keyboard, daisy wheel printer, Locoscript, 
Locospell S Locomail software £419.00 




CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND 
SPECIAL CORPORATE OFFERS (0923) 243301 



PCW DISK STORAGE 

Disk storage box AMS10L 1-4 
Disk storage box AMS10L 5-9 
Disk storage box AMS10L 10+ 
Disk storage box AMS30L 




£4.50 
£4.00 
£3.50 
£6.50 



SOFTWARE 

ACCOUNTS 

Money Manager PCW £22.00 

Stock Market £24.00 

SAGE Popular Accounts £52.00 

SAGE Popular Accounts Plus £80.00 

SAGE Popular Invoicing £38.00 

SAGE Popular Payroll £38.00 

Personal Tax Planner £18.00 
WORD PROCESSING 

Porcket Protext £25.00 

Prospell £18.00 

Tasprint 8000 £9.00 

Taspell8000 £11.00 

Tasword 8000 £15.00 

Supertype (Digita) £16.00 
DATABASES 

DBase II £38.00 

Locofile £20.00 

Locofile with Locomail £30.00 

Masterfile 8000 £26.00 

SAGE Retrieve £38.00 

Datastore Digita VII £23.00 

At Last + £25.00 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

ProScan - A handheld scanner which turns your PC 
into a serious desktop publishing tool. Complete 

with software and interface £145.00 

Micro Design II (best on the market) £34.00 

Stop Press £26.00 



You told us you wanted 
Corporate Computing 

back, so we 're back with 
lower prices than ever. 



ACCESSORIES FOR THE PCW 



CF2 Disks x 10 
CF2 Disks x 20 
CF2 Disks x 30 
CF2 Disks x 40 



£14.50 
£14.00 
£13.50 
£13.00 




Clearprint maintenance kit 


£12.00 


Margin Maker 


£5.00 


8256/8512 Nylon Ribbons 2+ 


£3.00 


5+ 


£2.50 


10+ 


£2.00 


8256/8512 Green/Blue/Red/Brown/Purple 


£3.80 


9512 Multistrike Ribbons 2+ 


£3.00 


5+ 


£2.50 


10+ 


£2.00 



CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICES ON PRINTER PAPER 
AND LABELS 



COPY HOLDERS 




Copy Holder 132 column with clamp 
Copy Holder LI Clamp on 
Copy Holder L2 Desk Top 
Copy Holder with Light 



£14.00 
£12.00 
£12.00 
£25.00 



Stop Press with AMX Mouse £60.00 

GAMES 

Brian dough's Football £8.00 

Clock Chess £11.00 

Classic Games 4 £12.00 

Scrabble Deluxe £12.00 

Jinxter £15.00 

Tomahawk £11.00 

Tank Attack £12.00 

Colossus 4 Bridge £11.00 

Bridge Player 2000 £12.00 

GRAPHICS 

Masterpack £54.00 

Masterscan £40.00 

INTEGRATED 

Supercalc II £29.00 

Cracker II £29.00 

Rotate £16.00 

TUTORS 

lankey Crash Course in Touch Typing £16.00 

lankey Two Fingers £16.00 

UTILITIES 

Mass Easy Labeller £18.00 

Locoscript II £18.00 

Tasman Tas-Sign £20.00 

PROGRAM DEVEOPMENT 

Amor C £25.00 

COMMUNICATIONS 

SAGE Chit Chat Software £69.00 

SAGE Chit Chat Pack £189.00 



DELIVERY CHARGES 

UK Mainland (inclusive) 
Same Day £POA Next Day £10.00 

Normal Service £6.00 Consumables £1.50 
Software £4.00 S/W Next Day £8.00 

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW Enternal 5.25" drive £115.00 

Amstrad RS232 Centronics interface £45.00 

PCW8256/8512 Memory Upgrade £POA 
Corporate PCW Printer/Power Extension 

8256/8512 £11.00 

9512 Printer Extension £9.00 



TEQNICHE PCW102 KEYBOARD 



?*i£3£sk 




•mm 




A high quality product from Teqniche. 102 keys 
instead of 82+. Separate cursor pad and function keys 
for software. Tactile switches, easy to use, ideal for 
touch typists. only £79.00 



FURNITURE 

In any computerised situation, it is important to have 
the necessary furniture to maintain productivity. 
Corporate T-2001Workstation - grey £79.00 

Corporate T-302X Low Back Gas Strut Chair £49.00 




CALL (0923) 243301 FOR THE LATEST 
CORPORATE FURNITURE RANGE 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 

You can use standard printers with your PCW, by 
using the Corporate RS232/Centronics Interface to 
connect 8256/8512 & printer. 9512 & Communica- 
tions peripherals. Corporate Special offer £45.00 
Corporate CA4 Cable (Interface to Parallel) £8.00 
EPSON 

LX400 9 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 30 NLQ £129.00 

LX850 9 PIN 80 COL 200 CPS 30 NLQ £195.00 

FX850 9 PIN 80 COL 264 CPS 54 NLQ £320.00 

FX1050 9 PIN 132 COL 264 CPS 54 LQ £389.00 

EX1000 9 PIN 132 COL 300 CPS 60 LQ £540.00 

LQ400 24 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 60 LQ £195.00 

LQ550 24 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 60 LQ £269.00 

LQ850+ 24 PIN 80 COL 264 CPS 88 LQ £459.00 

LQ1050+ 24 PIN 132 COL 264 CPS 88 LQ £569.00 
LQ860 (COL) 80 COL 290 CPS 88 LQ £509.00 

LQ1060 (COL) 132 COL 290 CPS 88 LQ £629.00 

LQ2550 (COL) 1 32 COL 400 CPS 1 32 NLQ £749.00 
AMSTRAD 

LQ5000di 24 PIN 132 COL 288 CPS 98 NLQ £289.00 
STAR 

LC10 9 PIN 80 COL 130 CPS 30 NLQ £129.00 

LC15 9 PIN 132 COL 150 CPS 37 NLQ £259.00 

LC24-15 24 PIN 132 COL 167 CPS 66 NLQ £319.00 
FR10 9 PIN 80 COL 300 CPS 76 NLQ £299.00 

FR15 9 PIN 132 COL 300 CPS 76 NLQ £375.00 

XB24-1 24 PIN 80 COL 240 CPS 80 NLQ £389.00 
XB24-15 24 PIN 132 COL 240 CPS 80 NLQ £499.00 
NEC - PANASONIC - IBM ALSO AVAILABLE 



Telephone: (0923) 243301 

75 Queens Rd, Watford, England WD1 2QN. 



Fax: (0923) 37946 

Part of the ~ ™ Group 
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Sporting Triangles 

Have you ever wanted to appear in a television sports quiz? Martin Le Poidevin 
shows you how you can take part in the comfort of your own home 



Sporting Triangles 
£19.99 CDS Software 
0302 321134 

It's so easy to be knowledgeable as a 
TV qui/ game viewer. There you sit, 
pipping the fevered contestant at the 
post with the correct answer to the 
starter for ten. just wishing that it was 
you who could win the bumper prize. 
Well, if you fancy a turn in the hot seal, 
you're not concerned that points don't 
mean prizes, and sport is your specialist 
subject - then this is the quiz for you. 

CDS Software's 'Sporting 
Triangles' is very much based on 
Central Television's programme of Ihe 
same name. The format is simple: three 
competitors and three sorts of quiz 
attack: the Standard Question round, the 
"Hit for Six" round and to finish off 



with, the Quick Fire round ("fingers on 
your buzzers!"). Seven rounds in all. If 
you are really quick, you could squeeze 
most of it into the commercial break of 
the real thing. 

One man and his PCW 

But what if you can't get two other 
players and the spouse and kids are fed 
up of looking like sporting illiterates? 
No worries - if you can't come up with 
Ihe opponents yourself, the computer 
will provide enough to make the number 
up to three (after all. you can't have a 
triangle with two corners, can you?). 
These computer generated sports fans 
(and they all seem to be men) come in 
three varieties - perfect, good and 
average - and they obviously live in a 
different part of the computer to the 
main program, because they by no 
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The opening menu in which names are assigned to the three players. You also get the chance 
to decide just how good the computer-based players are going to be 
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In the Standard Question round the players take it in turns to move the triangular puck 
around the board. The subject of the questions depends on where the puck lands 



means get all the answers right - 
especially if they are only Mr Average. 

Mind you. if you are playing on 
your own against two computer people, 
you will need a great self-restraint to 
avoid cheating. In order to allow some 
flexibility in the answering (for instance, 
so that "soccer" will be marked the 
same as "football") the game requires 
that you say your suggested answer out 
loud, and then reveal the correct answer 
on the screen. The computer then asks 
you whether your answer was correct or 
not. Can you lie to a computer? 

The presentation of the game tries 
hard. The game starts from the CP/M 
A> prompt, where you type in the word 
'disk'. Your first task, once the program 
has loaded, is to input the number of 
real players, and their names (you are 
given the status "human", which is 
comforting), at which point the 
computer makes up the numbers by 
inventing the extra players. So far. 
so good. 

Raising standard questions 

Each player now has to choose a special 
subject ( 1 2 sports arc on offer). The 
three subjects chosen, together with a 
fourth category of "general questions", 
become the basis of the Standard 
question rounds. For these rounds the 
players in lum roll a dice, and move a 
'puck' round the triangular board. 

Each 'square' on the board has one 
of four shadings, corresponding to these 
four categories, and you are set a 
question on whichever category you 
land on that turn. Thus there is only a 
25% chance of your selected sport 
coming up - but that's life on the quiz 
show circuit. 

For each correct answer in the 
standard round you get 2 points, but you 
have no chance to "come in" and gain 
extra points if your opponent has come 
a cropper. There is a time limit for the 
"human's" answer which you set at the 
top of the game, and failing to answer 
within that time limit is the same as 
getting it wrong. It is also more 
infuriating, because if time does run out. 
ihe computer never actually tells you 
what the answer should have been, even 
if it is one of its own players who was at 
fault. Highly frustrating. 

The place to score big points is the 
Hit for Six round. Here you are given a 
series of clues to the identity of a 
sporting personality. The computer 
helps by giving you a choice of seven 
names, one of which is the correct 



answer. After each clue you select one 
of these names as a suggestion. If the 
name is wrong it disappears from the 
board, and you are given the next clue, 
so that eventually you have one clue 
left, and a choice of two names. 

The round's scoring reflects this. If 
you get the correct answer after only 
one clue, you will get six points; if you 
lake two clues, then a creditable five 
points will be added to your score. If, 
however, you are on the losing end of 
the 50-50 chance when only two names 
are left, you get to work out what the 
correct answer is (it is the only name left 
on the board), but you get no points. 

Rapid exchange 

The final Quick Fire round - "and 
remember, this round can change the 
whole complexion of the game", but is 
unlikely to if you've amassed two points 
and the computer is on 20 - is slightly 
different again. The questions again 
revolve around the specialist subjects, 
but now it is a "Free For All", with 
specified keys on the keyboard 
becoming buzzers, The first person to 
press their 'buzzer' gets to answer. If 
that person is correct, they gain two 
points, but if they arc wrong, they lose a 
point. ("It's a tough game out there. 
Harry"). Again, the other players don't 
get the chance to 'come in' after an 
incorrect answer, they only get to jeer. 
At the conclusion of that (the final) 
round, our chairperson runs through the 
final scores, in descending order. A 
good score (one that a computer- 
generated 'perfect' person, such as Joe 
or Seb will get) is around the 18 mark: 
you or I may get down to as little as five 
or six, given a bit of luck in Hit for Six. 
and not too much of a kamikaze 
tendency in the buzzer round. 

Once more unto the breach 

If you want more, you are invited to go 
round again. But this lime the going is a 
litlle more difficult - the special options 
which you (and the computer) chose 
first time round are no longer available. 
How deep is your knowledge of 
synchronised fly-fishing? 

The game obviously attempts to 
mimic the original TV series. That 
means visuals, which means graphics. 
The graphics brighten up the package, 
no doubt about that, and there is quite a 
library of them on the disc. But they are 
far from stunning. The only moving 
graphics are the puck on the triangular 
board, and the dice. The rest, such as the 
chairman, the players and the icons 
representing the individual sports are 
"still" snapshots. 

The players, by the way. sit in their 
booths, with their scores displayed on 
the panel in front of them. They wear 
the garb associated with their chosen 
sport - so a cricketer wears a white V- 
neck jumper, the USA sports expert 
hides behind his football helmet, the 
boxer sports his gloves - its worth 
picking the more obscure sports to see 
the clothing! Notice that they're all 
male. Even the computer generated 
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j 1. FOOTBALLER 
1945 


BORN | | EUSEBIO 


1 BOBBV MOORE 


NOBBV STILES 






I] FRANZ BECKENBAUER 


|| JO H ANN CRUVFF 



The start of the Hit for Six round. Players choose from the list on the right in response to the 
clues posed by the quiz master 




The final Quick Fire round with the players sitting in their booths, wearing the equipment 
associated with their sport 



players are all male. Any guesses as to 
which half of the population the game 
obviously wants to identify with? 

But what about the nub of the game 
- the questions? Well, these questions 
are nasty. We don't want to give too 
much away, but they do delve fairly 
deeply into your sporting knowledge. 
Where is it that the Fenner Cup is fought 
over? What is the name of the "Stayers 
Classic" run at Wembley over 655 
metres? And would you be able to 
identify the link between four names - 
when it is that they were beaten by Don 
Budge in his 1938 Grand Slam year?Is 
that really general sporting knowledge? 

Many of the names given in the Hit 
for Six rounds also have an unfamiliar 
ring to them. But be comforted here, 
even the computer often goes through 
the whole round without picking the 
correct name. (Does it really believe that 
Geoff Boycott played at Wimbledon in 
1972. or any year, for that matter?) 

And of course there is also the 
danger that the questions involved are 
going to become out of date. Only once 
did this happen in our tests, with the 
now rather dated leaser - "Where will 
the 1990 Superbowl be held?" but even 



then, the essence of the question is 
still obvious, and the answer is not 
going to change. 

A game for all seasons? 

Bui the question still remains - who is 
going to want to play the game? Anyone 
who wants to answer every question 
with either "Ian Botham" or "Gazza" 
and still stand a 50% chance of being 
right is going to be disappointed. It's 
really not a knowledge of current high- 
profile (i.e televised) sport that is 
required, so that youngsters could 
quickly become put off and bored. 

Nor is it the game for someone who 
wants to pit his brains against the 
computer in a lively battle of wits - the 
computer response is far too slow to 
make lively a possible description 
of ihe game. 

Sporting Triangles will probably be 
best appreciated in a huddle - ihree 
expert human competitors with a 
lifetime's knowledge of sporting trivia, 
and a computer quiz master. 

However, if your sporting 
knowledge is less than extensive, then 
you may find yourself on the losing side 
just once too often. • 
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Pluses 

A challenge for 
the all-round 
sportsman 



participate 
i A Amusing graphics 

Minuses 

2 ▼ Tendency to be 
rather slow 

Ease ol use • 

Challenge w 

Presentation 
Addictiveness 

8000 PLUS 

Value Verdict 14/20 
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This month, Martin Le Poidevin looks at 
two programs with a sporting feel. So, 
whether you're on the road to Wimbledon 
or Wembley, this is where you start 



TENNIS.BAS by Jason Sharpe 



In ihc good old days when men were 
men, women were women, and 
computers were computers, members of 
the former two categories used to spend 
hours playing tennis with members of 
the latter category. 

Jason Sharpe's TENNIS.BAS 




A game of Super-Tennis in progress - with 
the computer (we call it Steffi) well on the 
way to another whitewash! 



program will take you back to those 
heady days, with a neat implementation 
of this classic among classics. At least 
it's not Space Invaders! 

To move your bat (the one at the 
bottom) use the square bracket keys. 
Should the ball get past you. the 
computer gains a point, but if you get it 
past the computer you get a point. The 
first one to get to 10 points wins, al 
which point you have the choice of 
giving up. or playing again. 

There is no 'out' at the side of the 
court - if the ball hits the side lines, then 
it will come off al the correct angle. The 
same applies to a ball hitting either bat. 
except when your bat is moving. If it is. 
then you will see the ball coming off at 
an unexpected angle, hopefully 
confusing your adversary. This is 
something to be borne in mind if the 
game ever gets caught in a rut - it can 
sometimes happen that the ball is 
moving vertically up and down between 
both bats, neither bat having to move. If 
this is the case, it's up to you to break 
the deadlock. 



The game, then, is very simple. But for 
the true BASIC enthusiasts among you, 
there is a lot of scope for adding those 
little extras that make all difference. For 
a start, the setting is rather bland - 
perhaps you could give it a bit more of a 
feel of Flushing Meadows or 
Wimbledon. 

To help you change other details, it 
might be worth making a few points 
about the program itself. The ball 
position is held in the variables X% and 
Y%. It is updated by adding the 
variables XS and YS. which always 
have the value I. However, if the ball is 
going to go out of court, the relevant XS 
or XY variable has its sign changed - if 
it was positive it becomes negative, if 
negative it becomes positive. Thus the 
direction of the ball is changed, without 
altering the angle. 

The two bats are defined and 
printed in the sub-routines at 420 and 
440. Throughout the listing, variables 
which refer to the computer arc prefixed 
by A. and those which refer to the 
player are prefixed by B. 



10 REM *** SUPER-TENNIS (c) J. SHARPE 1989/1990 

20 REM ******************* *SET op************************* 

30 CL$=CHR$(27)+"0"+CHR$(27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H":PRINT CL$ 

40 PRINT TAB ( 39 ); "SUPER -TENNIS" 

50 : 

60 TY%=6:BY%=24:LX%=22:RJC%=68:REM *** COORDINATES 

70 MBS=2:BAS%=1 

80 DEF FNT$(X,Y)=CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(Y+32)+CHR$(X+32) 

90 AX%=0.5*(RX%-LX%)+LX%-2:BX%=AX%:REM **BAT A & B POSITIONS 

100 X%=LX%+1:Y%=BY%-1:REM **BALL POSITION 

110 W%=RX%-LX% : AM%=0 : BM%=0 : AP%=0 : BP%=0 : XS%=1 : YS%=- 1 

120 FOR Y=TY%+1 TO BY>o-2 

130 PRINT FNT$(LX%-1,Y)CHR$(149)SPACE$(W%+1)CHR$(149) :NEXT 

140 GOSUB 420:GOSUB 440:GOSUB 470 



1543 
0D7 6 
1265 
1023 
00C2 
161B 
06E2 
1445 
19B0 
1212 
1570 
0954 
189D 
0E3B 



The variables in line 60 define the court, and MBS in line 70 is the "maximum bat speed". BAS% is the computer's bat speed. The highest this can be is two 



150 REM *********************QAME************************** 

160 PRINT FNT$(X%,Y%) " " : X%=X%+XS% : Y%=Y%+YS% 

170 IF X%<1.X% THEN X%=hX% ELSE IF X%>RX% THEN X%=RX% 

180 PRINT FNT$ (X%,Y%)CHR$ (188) : GOSUB 360 

190 IF X%>=RX% OR X%<=LX% THEN XS%=-XS% 

200 IF Y%=BY% THEN YS%=-1 : IF ABS (X.%- (BX%+3 ) ) >1 THEN AP%=AP%+1: 

GOSUB 470 ELSE OUT 248, 11: OUT 248, 12 :XS%=XS%+BM% 
210 IF Y%=TY% THEN YS%=1 : IF ABS (X%- (AX%+3 ) ) >1 THEN BP%=BP%+1: 

GOSUB 470 ELSE OUT 248,ll:OUT 248, 12 :XS%=XS%+AM% 
220 IF ABS(XS%)>MBS THEN XS%=XS%- (SGN(XS%) ) :GOTO 220 
230 IF AP%=10 OR BP%=10 THEN 290 
240 BM%=FRE("") :BM%=0: A$=INKEY$ 



0C9A 
11EF 
18E9 
10D4 
137E 

2EC7 

2D7B 
1723 
0C19 
0B6B 
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250 IF A$="[" AND BX%>LX%-2 THEN BX%=BX%-2 :BM%=-1 
260 IF A$="]" AND BX%<RX%-4 THEN BX%=BX%+2 :BM%=1 
270 GOSUB 440: GOTO 160 



Listings 



1506 
1511 
0923 



Be careful of the lines 200 and 210. These are all one line. Don't press the return key until you have reached BM% and AM% respectively. By the way , 

the OUT command s in those lines turn on and off the PCW buzzer 



280 REM ************ ******END OF GAME********************** 

290 FOR N=l TO 400: A$=INKEY$ :NEXT: PRINT FNT$ (31, 15 ) ; 

300 IF AP%>BP% THEN PRINT "******* COMPUTER WINS *******" ELSE PRINT "***** 

WELL DONE YOU WIN *****" 
310 PRINT FNT$(27,28) "WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLAY AGAIN (Y/N)"; 
320 A$=UPPER$(INKEY$) 

330 IF A$="" THEN 320 ELSE IF A$="Y" THEN GOTO 10 
340 END 



A well behaved program • if you do not want to play again, it returns you to BASIC in 340 



350 
360 
370 
380 
390 
400 
410 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 
470 
480 



REM ******* ********thE 'BRAINS' ii********************* 

FOR N%=1 TO BAS%:Zl%=AX%-(LX%-2) 

Z2%= (X%-LX%-1) + (XS%* (Y%-TY%) ) 

IF YS%=1 THEN Z2%=Z2%-XS% 

IF Z2%<1 THEN Z2%=(l-Z2%)+1 

IF Z2%>W% THEN Z2%= (W%-Z2°-o) +W% 

AM%=-SGN(Z1%-Z2%) : AX%=AX%+ AM% : NEXT N% 

PRINT FNT$(AX%,TY%)" "CHR$ (154 )CHR$ ( 154 )CHR$ ( 154) " " 

RETURN 

PRINT FNT$(BX%,BY%)" "CHR$ ( 154 )CHR$ ( 154 )CHR$ (154 ) " " 

RETURN 

REM *****************PRINT SCORE********************** 

PRINT CHR$(7);FNT$(26,30);"SCORE: PLAYER- "BPV COMPUTER 

RETURN 



- "AP%; 



0FDD 
176E 

29D9 
1A11 
0835 
12B6 
036B 



0EF4 
0E04 
0B92 
0CC0 
0B7 8 
0C9F 
118C 
13DD 
0508 
138A 
050E 
1140 
1E5F 
0517 



The evidence - the last two lines are the sub-routine that sounds the beeper and updates the score when points are won. Changing BP% to a higher 
number in line 110 will give you a much needed head start over the computer 



FIXTURES.BAS by Tom Coughlan 



We know from the mail we gel that 
many PCW owners out there use their 
machines to help run their clubs and 
societies. A large number of these are 
sporting clubs. One of the major 
headaches the secretary of such a society 
has to deal with is arranging the fixtures 
- making sure that everybody plays 
everybody else the right number of 
times during the year. 

Tom CoughlarTs FIXTURES.BAS 
program aims to sort out those 
problems, and will give you a complete 
set of fixtures - home and away - for a 
whole season of whatever league you 
are dealing with. 

As it is printed here, the game is set 
up to deal with six items (there is no 
reason why you should restrict yourself 
to teams - individuals will work just as 
well) each meeting twice - once at home 
and once away. If. however, your league 
has more members, it is quite easy to 
change the set up. Simply adjust the 
nt%=6 statement in line 90 to the correct 
number, and change the names in the 
DATA lines at the end of the program. 

When changing data lines, there are 
one or two things that to remember. 
Each line must start with the word 
DATA, the items must be separated by 
commas (you cannot have commas 



3k. 

SO* PRINT clst;"IHE 8000 Plus Thesaurus Ihrouing League" :LPRINT "The 8000 Plus Thesaurus Th 
rowing League' 1 iLPRINT 

Ie 1 nf/=5:gsZ=INT(nty./a):fZ=((nty.-l)»(ntZ/2))»2:blJ=" ":DIH st(gsK) 

edit 610 

B10 DATA "SOPHIE", "KAREN", "NARIINV'HARRV", "PAUL" 

620 

Line does not exist 

Ik 



The changed lines which will print out our league tables. Note that if you run your altered 
program through CHECK3, the numbers will not be those printed here! 



within items), and if the items are strings 
(ie. words) rather than numbers, as they 
will be in this case, they must be 
enclosed in double quotation marks. If 
you follow the examples at the end of 
the program, all should be well. 

If your league has a large number of 
participants you may need to create 
extra lines at the end of the program to 
accomodate them. To do this simply 
type the next number in the line number 
series (it will be 290). leave a space and 
type DATA, and then continue your list 
with items in inverted commas. The 
program has been told to deal with items 



20 characters long. Any that are shorter 
than that will be padded out with spaces, 
but any that are longer will be cut down 
to the required size. So it's bad luck, 
Wolverhampton Wander... 

The program works by a process of 
elimination, keeping track of three lists 
at a lime. Whilst it is doing this, it relays 
all its ruminations to screen. These are 
not important to the final result, so don't 
feel you have to keep track of them. As 
the program's writer says, they are only 
there to assure you that something is 
happening! There are a couple of points 
to bear in mind. One is. because the 



Listings 



program begins wilh a random element, 
the results will be different on different 
runs; and the second warning is about 
lime. If your league has more than six 
items in it, it may be worth putting the 
kettle on once it has started, because 
going through all those ruminations 
which you see reflected on screen is a 
slow old process! 



On the other hand, although it is slow, it 
does show some useful sorting and 
selecting techniques, and since 8000 
Plus readers are so resourceful, we are 
sure that this program will find uses far 
beyond the sports field or snooker table! 
Any application which requires the 
consideration of all possible 
permutations could find its starting 



place in this program. Despite its lack of 
speed, it could be used to investigate 
anagrams (if you redefine the DATA as 
letters rather than names, still enclosing 
the items in inverted commas), shuffle 
lists, and do a hundred similar jobs. On 
top of all that, it could even become a 
template for your own program. A 
listing with many possibilities. 



10 cls$=CHR$(27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H":PRINT cls$ 

20 PRINT "PLEASE MAKE SURE THERE IS PAPER IN THE PRINTER." 

30 PRINT:PRINT "Press any key when ready." 

40 WHILE INKEY$="":WEND 

50 PRINT cls$;"THE SUPER LEAGUE ": LPRINT "THE SUPER LEAGUE ": LPRINT 

60 PRINT:PRINT "1990/91" : PRINT: LPRINT "1990/91" :LPRINT 

70 PRINT "NOTE THAT FIXTURES ON MONITOR ARE FOR DISPLAY ONLY .": PRINT 

80 PRINT "FINAL LIST ONLY COMPLETED WHEN ALL SERIES ARRANGED .": PRINT 



10D8 
1F06 
17F6 
0BF.4 
237C 
1BF3 
26C5 
2571 



Setting up the screen and making sure that the printer has paper ready. You could personlise your system even more by renaming the league in line 50 



90 nt%=6:gs%=INT(nt%/2) : f %= ( (nt%-l) * (ntV2) )*2:BL$=" ":DIM s$(gs%) 

100 DIM mas$(f%):DIM cpy$(f%):DIM t$(nt%):DIM f in$ (f%) : sp$=SPACE$ (45) 

110 IF nt%/2<>INT(nt%/2) THEN ns%=nt%*2 :GOTO 130 

120 ns%=(nt%-l)*2: RANDOMIZE PEEK( 64504!) 

130 FOR x=l TO nt%:READ n$ : t$ (x) =n$ :NEXT: ' team names process 

140 FOR x=l TO nt%:L=LEN(t$(x) ) :IF L<20 THEN t$ (x) =t$ (x) +SPACE$ (20-L) 

150 IF LEN(t$(x) )>20 THEN t$ (x) =LEFT$ (t$ (x) , 20) 

160 NEXT 

170 i%=l:fi%=l:pri=l: ■ initialise MASTER & FINAL list 

180 FOR x%=l TO nt%:FOR y%=l TO nt% 

190 IF x%oy% THEN mas$ (i%) =t$ (x%) +t$ (y%) : f in$ (i%) =BL$ : i%=i%+l 

200 NEXT: NEXT 

210 ok=FRE("") :m%=f%: REM main loop starts in next line 



1879 
1B61 
14ED 
10DA 
1F65 
1E40 
1215 
0424 
1970 
1199 
181A 
07B6 
192F 



This section of the program sets up the lists; lines 130 to 160 read and adjust the size of the teams in the DATA statements at the end ol the program. 



220 FOR x%=l TO ns%:PRINT STRING$ (40, " -" ) : PRINT " SERIES NUMBER" ;x%: PRINT 

230 ML%=m%: REM set temporary multiplier to main multiplier value 

240 FOR q=l TO ML%:cpy$ (q) =mas$ (q) :NEXT: REM set up copy list 

250 REM series loop 

260 FOR y%=l TO gs%:t=l+INT(RND*Ml%) : GOSUB 400: IF ML%>0 THEN GOSUB 460 

270 IF y%ogs% AND ML%<=0 THEN 280 ELSE PRINT S$(y%):NEXT y%:GOTO 300 

280 y%=gs%:x%=ns%: REM cannot complete FINAL list 

290 PRINT:PRINT "OUT OF COMBINATIONS. STARTING AGAIN. ":GOTO 170 

300 GOSUB 490:IF x%ons% THEN GOSUB 550 

310 m%=m%-gs%: REM reduce main multiplier for next series 

320 NEXT x% 

330 REM end of main loop, about to print complete final fixture list 

340 FOR p=l TO f%:IF p=l THEN LPRINT BL$, "SERIES NUMBER ";pri 

350 LPRINT fin$(p) 

360 IF p/gs%= INT(p/gs%) AND pof% THEN 370 ELSE 380 

370 pri=pri+l: LPRINT STRING$ (40, "-"): LPRINT BL$," SERIES NUMBER ";pri 

3 80 NEXT 

390 PRINT "END OF PROGRAM" :END 



The business bit of the program. It sifts Ihrough combinations, sorts out the final list, and prints it to paper 



400 REM check selected teams AND blank OUT COPY LIST 

410 s$(y%)=cpy$(t) :ta$=LEFT$ (s$ (y%) ,20) : tb$=RIGHT$ (s$ (y%) ,20) 

420 FOR z%=l TO ML% 

430 IF INSTR(cpy$(z%) ,ta$) OR INSTR(cpy$ (z%) , tb$) THEN 440 ELSE 450 

440 cpy$(z%)=BL$:ML%=ML%-l 

450 NEXT: RETURN 

460 FOR a%=l TO m%:FOR b%=l TO m%-a%: ' shunt blanks to end of COPY list 



2536 
2494 
1E9D 
09A9 
1EB5 
2006 
1875 
21AF 
11D2 
1D32 
049B 
24FB 
1B74 
0838 
1621 
2165 
042E 
0FA2 



1BDF 
19F0 
0842 
1BFC 
0AB9 
0953 
2124 
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470 IF cpy$(b%)=BL$ THEN SWAP cpy$ (b%) , cpy$ (b%+l) 

480 NEXT: NEXT: RETURN 

490 REM alpha sort series and copy it to FINAL list 

500 FOR s%=l TO gs%:FOR is%=l TO gs%-s% 

510 IF s$(is%)>s$(is%+l) THEN SWAP 8$ (±B%) , s$ (is%+l) 

520 NEXT: NEXT 

530 FOR q=l TO gs%:fin$(fi%)=s$(q) :fi%=fi%+l:NEXT 

540 RETURN 

550 FOR chk=l TO m%:FOR ck=l TO gs%: ' blank and shunt MASTER list 

560 IF INSTR(mas$(chk) ,s$(ck) ) THEN mas $ (chk)=BL$ 

570 NEXT: NEXT 

580 ok=FRE( n ") :FOR a%=l TO m%:FOR b%=l TO m%-a% 

590 IF mas$(b%)=BL$ THEN SWAP mas$ (b%) ,mas$ (b%+l) 

600 NEXT: NEXT: RETURN 



All the sub-routines lor processing the information once it has been sorted 



610 DATA "ASTON VILLA" , "LIVERPOOL" , "EVERTON" , "WIMBLEDON" 
620 DATA "MANCHESTER UNITED" , "TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR" 



1204 
0C82 
1BE5 
1180 
1385 
07C2 
148F 
050D 
213B 
153C 
07D1 
1099 
11DE 
0C6E 



1C29 
1964 



The DATA lines, which you should change to personalise your program. Make sure the number ot items on the list agrees with the nt% in line 90! 



The three lists thai the Fixtures program 
uses are called the "master", "copy" and 
"final" lists. A series is one complete set 
of fixtures (or permutations) involving 
all ihe items in the league (or all bar one 
if there are an odd number of teams). 

The master lisl is the list of all 
possible fixtures. Once it has been set 
up, it is copied into the copy list. The 
program chooses one game at random 
from this list. All other games including 
those two teams are then blanked off 
from the list, and the other games in the 



series are chosen from the shortened list. 
Once the series is complete, these games 
are put onto the final list, blanked off 
from the master list, and the process 
begins again. 

Or should do. It often happens, 
however, that the program gets down to 
the last couple of series, but has run out 
of combinations. At this point it goes 
right back to the start. 

On Ihe other hand, if everything has 
worked through, all it has to do is print 
out the complete final list. 



How to type in a listing 



The first thing to do is to boot up CP/M, 
by loading the disc into the machine at 
turn-on time; when it settles down type 
in the word BASIC and hit [RETURN]. 

You will be given a bit of information 
about Mallard BASIC, and the prompt 
"Ok". You can now begin to type in 
the program. 

Each line begins with a number. This 
must be typed in, along with the text that 
follows it, but not the list of numbers on 
the right hand side (these are part of a 
checking procedure we publish from 
time to time). Make sure that what you 
type is exactly what is on the page, 
especially in terms of punctuation. One 
semi-colon instead of colon may not 
seem much to you, but it could spell 
disaster for the program. 

Be careful, as well, that you 
differentiate property between "0" (the 
number zero) and "0" (the capital "0"), 
and between "1" (the number "1") and 
the lower case "L". From such small 
errors, great crashes flow. 

If you do spot an error in a line as 
you are typing it in, use the cursor keys 
to go back and amend it. Once you are 
sure that a line is typed in correctly, 
then hit the [RETURN] button and go on 
to the net one. rf you subsequently 
notice a mistake, type "edit", followed by 



the line number and [RETURN], and you 
will be given the chance to make your 
correction. Once you have typed in the 
whole program, check that everything is 
there as it should be by typing "list" 
[RETURN]. The whole program will scroll 
past you. To stop it at any point press 
[f5], and to restart it press [f5] again. 

If all is present and correct, save 
your program to disc by typing "save" 
followed by the program name, which 
must be in quotation marks. Now comes 
the moment of truth. Type run 
[RETURN]. If all has gone well, it will 
work first time. 

If not, you may be given an error 
message, often with a line number 
attached (which may or may not help - 
often that can be the line in which an 
earlier mis-type can become critical) so 
that you can rectify the fault. 

If there is no fault there, or no line 
number, check the rest of the program 
with a fine toothcomb. 

Don't forget to save the improved 
version of the program (use the same 
filename and the old, bugged version 
will be deleted). 

When you want to use the program 
again you must first load BASIC as 
before, the type: "LOAD "filename" 
[RETURN]. It can then be used as before 



THE SUPER LEAGUE 

1990/91 

SERIES NUMBER 1 
LIVERPOOL ASTON VILLA 

HAKCHESTER UNITED TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
WIMBLEDON EVERTON 

SERIES NUMBER 2 
ASTON VILLA EVERTON 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR LIVERPOOL 
WIMBLEDON MANCHESTER UNITED 

SERIES NUMBER 3 
EVERTON ASTON VILLA 

LIVERPOOL TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

MANCHESTER UNITED WIMBLEDON 







SERIES NUMBER 4 


ASTON VILLA 


MANCHESTER UNITED 


EVERTON 




TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


LIVERPOOL 




WIMBLEDON 






SERIES NUMBER 5 


EVERTON 




LIVERPOOL 


TOTTENHAM 


HOTSPUR MANCHESTER UNITED 


WIMBLEDON 




ASTON VILLA 



SERIES NUMBER 6 
EVERTON WIMBLEDON 

LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER UNITED 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR ASTOH VILLA 

SERIES NUMBER 7 
ASTOH VILLA WIMBLEDON 

MANCHESTER UNITED LIVERPOOL 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR EVERTON 

SERIES NUMBER 6 
ASTON VILLA LIVERPOOL 

MANCHESTER UNITED EVERTON 
WIMBLEDON TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

SERIES NUMBER 9 
LIVERPOOL EVERTON 

MANCHESTER UNITED ASTON VILLA 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR WIMBLEDOH 



ASTON VILLA 

EVERTON 

WIMBLEDON 



SERIES HUMBER 10 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
MANCHESTER UNITED 
LIVERPOOL 
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LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 81 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses. shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 1 8 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual. 15 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For further details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), 

HILLSETT", UPPER PADLEY, 

GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 



DATA - ACCESS 

TEL: 0554 • 771977 FAX: 0554 - 777755 

Unit 14. LEC 100 Ttostre Road, Llanelli ■ Dyfed SA1S 2EA 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save 
£££'s. Send your used FABRIC/NYLON PCW ribbons plus payment. 

£1.90 per black ribbon 

£2.30 per coloured ribbon 

(Colours Red/Orange/Blue/Green/Brown/Purple 

Send ribbon(s) plus payment to:- 

Data-Access (Dept 8+) 
UNIT 14, (LEC) 100 TROSTRE ROAD, LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 2EA 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Industry, Commerce & Home Enthusiast« 
(No order too large or too small) 

All charges are inclusive of return P&P in re-usable padded container. 
(Charges for ribbons other than PCW are available on request). 
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COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



We repair Amslrod PCW. PC . Monitors ond Printers All repairs carry a 3 month warranty 

' NEW ' SECOND USER DEPT ■ NEW ■ 

We now buy and sell Amstrad PCs and PCWs 

Immediate cash available tor systems and non working units 

We con also sell your system tor you on a commission basis 

All reconditioned units sold with a 3 month warranty 

Optionol 1 year extended warranty available 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 

TELEPHONE 081 902 52 IB 



DEPT.. UNIT 6, STANLEY HOUSE 

STANLEY AVENUE. WEMBLEY. MIDOX HA0 «JB 

{opposite Dorothy Avenue) 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret Ihe horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC. PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa. Cheque. P.O. Please stale make of computer 

of send s.a.e. (33p - about 9" x 7") for free catalogue giving details of 

our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal interpretations and forecasting. 

Also I CHING. GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



Brochures-Business Cards— Cartoons-Catalogues- 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

fyficro'Design 2 

* TYPESETTING * TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN • PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256. 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files Irom 
LocoScript 2. Protext. Wordstar. AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher. 
Mini-Office Professional, ProScan. Rombo Vidi Digitiser. MasterScan and 
other PCW software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 
9 pin. 24 pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range ot fonts (25 buill In), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



£44.95 



MICRODESIGN2 

(£39.09 * VAT) 

With PCW (AMX type) Mouse and Through Interface (£76.09 t VAT) = £87.50 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. SAE appreciated. 

THINK WHAT YOU CAN 
SAY WITH 



(Pro Scan 



"THE MAJOR 

HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 

THE YEAR" 



ProScan is a Professional Scanning Package, compnsing Inlerface Software 
and Hand Scanner. Irom Crealive Technology for use with MicroDesign 2 and 
other programs. 

A 'stand alone' package with a good selection of fonts and typefaces, text and 
borders can be entered directly onto a ProSCAN page and Graphics can be edit- 
ed ProSCAN supports 9 pin. 24 pin and Laser printers, it can be used with Stop 
Press, Newsdesk International and MasterScan. Almost any flat image can be 
scanned, giving high quality reproduction at up to 400 dpi, with control of bnght- 
ness. contrast, grey tones and texture (dither & stipple). Compatible with Flipper. 

"Sets the PCW up as a serious DTP tool " "Excellent value, excellent product'. 
"This product has an appeal that is hard to beat.. ..could revolutionise the way 
you use your PCW" "A must for anyone seriously into desktop publishing.. Ihe 
results speak lor themselves" '8000 Plus' who awarded ProSCAN 20/20. 

The ProSCAN Interface and Software are available on their own for use with any 
other suitable Hand Scanner. Scanner, or Amstrad FX9600 Fax Machine. 

ProSCAN 

Interface. Software and Hand Scanner (£155.65 + VAT) ■ £179 

Interlace and Software only (£104.30 + VAT) = £119.95 

Interface. Software and Scanner Cable (for Fax) = £129.90 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. SAE appreciated. 
NEW 
TRACEY A moulded lens with integral cross-hairs, easily 
attaches to your mouse and turns It into a simple Scanner £7.95 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



^Fun School 3 

Give your child an unfair advantage! 6 mulli-level structured programs in 

each package "Excellent Genuine educational value." 8000 Plus 

All PCWs a) Under 5 years b) 5-7 years c) 7+ years Each £19.95 



Clipper 



Flipper 2 Plus (v1.1). This new version is fully compatible with all PCW 
Memory Expansions up to 2 megaBytes and will allow you to flip between 
most programs. Flipper requires 51 2K, or a RamPac when used with 
Microdesign 2 (£26 + VAT) = £29.90 

Save £5 when purchased together with any ProScan, or a Rampac 



J^orezuorcC 



An essential writer's tool, Foreword lets you turn vague thoughts into clear 
words - fast. Type in your ideas, shuffle them around and flesh them out 
with ease. Foreword co-exisls with either CP/M (legal) or LocoScript 2 (v 
2.16 onwards), hiding in the background and then "popping up* when need- 
ed. 512K of memory is required, Flipper 2. MicroDesign 2 and Mini Office 
require a RamPac Foreword is not compatible with some peripherals - 
please check before ordering 
Foreword costs £39.95 Foreword and Flipper 2 + costs £64.90 



Super^Dos 



All the latest computers work this way 
PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 
CP/M. Essential for the experienced user and novice alike. Requires 51 2K. 
SuperDos Latest Version 1.02 (£25.17 + VAT) = £28.95 



Leaflets — Letterheads — Magazines — Manuals 



Really Useful things...Brochures...Business Cards...Cartoons....Catalogues. 



Mk 'Hard 'Disk, ^MjL 
Tjftfr "Drives Wfi 

AT LAST! MASSIVE STORAGE AT A MINIMAL PRICE! 
Affordable, simple to install, simple to use, with superfast benefits. 
The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drive is available in four capacities. 20MB. 30MB. 
40MB and 60MB. The 30MB. 40MB and 60MB versions include a free copy of 
LocoFile and LocoScript 2. These free-standing Hard Disk Drives come in a 
smart, compact, Amstrad complementary case and are mains powered. The 
Interface simply plugs onto the Expansion slot on the back of your computer. It 
has a through connector to allow the stacking of other peripherals. Optionally, 
at extra cost, the Interface can incorporate a 51 2K RamPac. 

The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drives have a fast access time of 30mS. They are 
supplied already formatted and partitioned into four equal areas, namely Drives 
C. D. E & F but this is user variable. There are two LEDs, one for Power On 
and one for Drive Activity. 

■Comparing prices, the Vortex (SCA) disk is by far the front runner"... "A hard 
disk begins as a novelty and ends up as a necessity. The savings in time and 
energy can pay untold dividends". .."could finally bring a whole new way of 
working within your reach." Range of features 3/5, ease of use 4/5. installation 
5/5, value for money 5/5. Total 17/20. "8000 Plus" 

20 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£299 + VAT) = £343.85 

With LocoFile and LocoScript 2 Bundle 

30 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£360 + VAT) = £414.00 

40 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£420 + VAT) = £483.00 

60 Megabtye Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£530 ♦ VAT) = £609.00 

Optional : 512K RamPac built into Interface (£59 + VAT) = £67.85 

^am^Pac 

The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not Invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 
Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 51 2K, 768K, or I.SmB. 
II is compatible with MicroDesign 2. Flipper 2 Plus 1.1 and most PCW pro- 
grams. Existing owners of SCA 51 2K RamPacs can expand their memory to 
768K themselves with our DIY Kit, or return it to us for expansion at nominal 
charge. Now you can copy a 720K disc in one operation! 

RamPac 512K Memory Expansion (£99 + VAT) = £113.85 

RamPac 768K Memory Expansion (£119 + VAT) = £136.85 

RamPac 1 5Mb Memory Expansion (£199 + VAT) = £228.85 

DIY 512K to 768K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.56 + VAT) =£25.95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 

Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2. LocoSpell and disc copying. Installation 

really is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instructions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips 

(no soldering) which are jig preformed for ease of insertion - NO BENDING 

REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go". 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 51 2K (£17.35 + VAT) = £19.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



* * SPECIAL OFFER - WHILE STOCKS LAST * * 

Amstrad CPS8256 Interface (see below) ONLY (£30.39 + VAT) = £34.95 

CABLES 

PRINTER CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9.95 

PRINTER CABLE PCW 9512 £7.95 

PCW 8256 TO AMSTRAD FX9600 FAX (interface required) £9.95 

PCW 9512 TO AMSTRAD FX9600 FAX £7.95 

SCANNER CABLE FX9600 to ProSCAN Interface £9.95 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION All PCW'S £5.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 9512 (2 metres) £14.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 825678512 (2 pes) (2 metres) £19.95 

NULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer, computer to computer £14.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to Interface. RamPac etc £17.95 

BBD DUST COVERS (incl VAT. P&P) PCW 8256/8512 (grey 3pc) £11.45 

9512 (ivory 3pc) £13.45 

9512 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pc) £13.45 

STAR LC-10, LC-10C, LC24-10. LC24-15 (slate grey or ivory) £5.50 

INTERFACES 

Serial/Parallel interlaces for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection and all PCWs 
Data Transfer (also see LocoLink) 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£41.74 + VAT) = £48 

SCA Professional Plus. As above + real time clock/calendar .(£50.43 +) = £58 
PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and through connector (NB The 
Kempston Mouse does not have a through connector )(£41.30 + VAT) = £47.50 
DISC STORAGE Ams 10 (ten 3" discs) while stocks last £3.95 



jJAfs Internal' ^Lj 

'mfi 3\ " 'Vise 'DrivtPmfr 

Yes, now you really can fit a 3»" Drive B into the PCW 8256 and the PCW 9512 
with our remarkably straightforward DIY Kit! No soldering, no special skills 
required, you only supply commonsense and a cross-head screwdriver! 

THINK OF THE ADVANTAGES. * Professional Quality Drive * Costs less 
than a 3" drive * Uses cheaper, readily available disks * Works just like a 
standard 3" Drive B * Upwardly compatible with the new PCW with 3:" disk 
drive - coming soon! * Transfer data to other 3 ; " drive computers * No obso- 
lescent technology: disks and replacement drives will be available for years to 
come. NB Not compatible with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

Our high quality (TEAC FD235F) 1 megaByte Drive B (720K formatted. 706K 
under LocoScript) is fully compatible with your exisling PCW software. No extra 
software is required. Data Transfer Software is available; see below Simple, 
comprehensive Installation Instructions for DIY. 

* FD3. 5-8 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 8256 (£78.22 + VAT) ■ £89.95 

* FD3. 5-9 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 9512 (£78.22 + VAT) = £89.95 

EXTERNAL SWITCHABLE 3.5" DISK DRIVE 
An additional Drive B for the PCW 8512. or 8256 with a second drive. Switches 
electronically between internal 3" and external 3: and external 3- B Drives when 
you insert a disc. No unreliable mechanical switching! NB Not compatible 
with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

* FD3. 5SW 3.5" switchable, additional Drive B (£100 + VAT) =£115 

NB. All 3.5" Disk Drives are supplied with Shareware Transfer Software to run 
on a PC with 3.5" Drive, lor evaluation purposes. Shareware programs require 
payment to authors if found useful. 

MOONSTONE 2 IN 1 PCW/PC Transfer Software for any PCW. Formats a 3.5" 
Disk in MSDOS ready for a PC. When purchased with a Drive £24.95 

AMSTRAD INTERNAL 3" DISC DRIVES - While stocks last 

* FD4 Second Drive for PCW 9512 (Drive B) (£112.17 + VAT) = £129 

Brand New Service Replacement Drives 

* FD1 500K (180K/side) repl. Drive A for 8256/8512 (£68.70 +) =£79 

* FD4A 1MB (720K) repl. Drive A for PCW 9512 (£107.83 + VAT) = £124 

*kMfc iHi-'Ieeti ^Lk 
tjtjir Intruder Alarm ^flrv 

The Intruder Alarm System that you have always wanted, al a price you are 
prepared to pay. Used and highly recommended by us, this portable Intruder 
Alarm will protect your home, office, shop, boat, caravan, or mobile home, up to 
2.000 square feet. Installation is simply by plugging into the mains, there are no 
unsightly wires. The revolutionary Sensors are not triggered by heat or sound 
and are therefore pel resistant The test Mode can be used to monitor 
Customer entry, or protect an occupied room, or bedsit. There is, of course, a 
battery back-up system. An external Bell Box and Strobe Light Is available, 
requiring only one small cable. A dummy Bell Box is also available. The 
Intruder Alarm comes in a 190 x 170 x 50mm metal box weighing 1.5Kg lor 
under £200! 

Please write, or telephone for further details. 
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Qet The fax) 

Fax, Telephone. Answerphone, Copier. Printer, Fax Modem, SCANNER 
The Amstrad FX 9600AT is a top specification, full featured Facsimile Machine 
with 50 fax number memories; Telephone with 50 telephone 
number memories: Telephone Answering Machine; Photocopier; Computer 
Printer; and precision A4 wide Optical Image Scanner for use with ProSCAN. 
All in one package that requires ONLY ONE telephone line (BT or Mercury). It is 
also a Modem for Direct Transmission of faxes from your computer. 
For home, office, or one-per-desk total communications, nothing comes near it in 
terms of features and price, 

FREE one year on-site Warranty (all faxes) 
FX 9600AT Fax with Answerphone. FWP E803 B5 Our Price (£534.78 •«■) =£615 
FX 9600T As above, without Answerphone (£433.91 ->- VAT) = £499 



Minimum order C10. Next day Courier Delivery £9 
Bold prices include VAT and UK post Normally by return 
Send cheques/Money orders: or Plc/LA/Govt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Postal Buildings, Ash Street, 
Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3EB 

Access/Visa orders: 
Telephone 09662 88707 

(Coolchance Ltd) 
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ONE POUND TWENTY PENCE 

for NEWSWEEP and NULU 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested PD software for every 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, games, text editors and 

much, much more. Fully docu ment ed. 

Send a formatted disk and £1.20 for your" copy of NEWSWEEP and NULU 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M machines. 

Comes with all necessary software. 

£5.00 on your disk. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disk Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service there is. 

All prices include return postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to: 



PCW Software Library 

1 1 Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 



TOO BUSY TO BACK UP? 



We all know that we should keep backup copies of our disks bul we rarely do. 
Copying disks with locoscripl 2 or DISCKIT takes a long time and usually involves 
many disk swops and it is easy to make mistakes; copying files individually is a 
chore. 

Written especially to reduce the time taken to an absolute minimum, BACKUP will 
automatically back up your disks either by copying only changed files or by 
copying selected tracks whichever is quickest. BACKUP runs as a self-booting 
"End or Day' disk with friendly LocoScript-like menus and it requires no knowledge 
of CP/M. II is primarily aimed at LocoScript 2 and CP/M users, but those with 
only locoS'ripl I will gain some advantage. BACKUP costs only £19.95. 

Used regularly BACKUP will allow you to bock up your disks in seconds, in your 
choice of 2 or 3 generation sets. As well as helping yourself you will also be 
aiding the charity BACUP to help people live -with cancer. 

Order from BACKUP DISC (8000) British Association of Cancer United Patients 
121-3 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6AA 
Telephone: 071 608 1785 Fax: 071 253 0123 

Please state which PCW you use and number of copies required. 

Cheques should be made payable to: BACUP Trading Co. lid. 

Access or Visa Accepted. 
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£ Now into our third year and still not one single £ 
£ complaint from any of our customers from our 2 years! £ 
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C\\ IRA A • Enthralling multiple choice ol-enswers gams Tor either one or two players C 

\JL \J IVI A . Supplied categories are history, general knowledge, languages, geography, etc « 

£ 
E 
£ 

"The programs are very good for use, either with £ 
children or adults who are trying to overcome learn- £ 
ing difficulties" (from Popular Computing Weekly) }: 



Enthralling multiple choice of -answers game for either one or two players 
Supplied categories are history, general knowledge, languages, geography, ale. 
or YOU can set up your own categories oei«%e your own questions and from 
two to four answers lo each question Great family fun. or use it as a learning 
awl for GCSE. music lessons, fund raising via qun evenings, etc. etc Ideal for 
teachers - print multiple choice Question papers. Ideal for children - learn 
keyboard skills. 



CARA: 




Are you concerned at your child's progress in feeding and doing sums' Then 
CARA and CASA could be just the answerl Helps your child to gain initial 
confidence and skill at reading - from a single word on the screen chosen 
et random from your choice of categories (such as 'Animals' or 'Food') lor 
the very young, to as many as nine words per screen for the more experienced 
child. Also supplied are sentenced categories such as 'A day at the seaside' 
and one about Puddle Lane characters. If you can't see the category you went 
them make up your own, It's very easyl Adults: use it to learn the French. 
German. ItaJien or Spanish vocabulary which is supplied Interested m Swedish. 
or any other language usmg English letters? - then make up your own category! 
f* A C A l * 3u ' ch'' * 'rom 'our 1° fourteen years old and beyond will enjoy gaining 

LrMoM . confidence end ability in a wtde range of topics in mathematics at different 

levels of complaiityl From simplest addition for the very young child, via 
shopping bill sums, to algebra, areas of triangles and volumes of brick wells 
for GCSE studies' 

If you like the educational programs on the BBC micro, 
you'll love CARA and CASA! 

"A very interesting and stimulating program" 
(from Your Amstrad PCW) 



SARA: 



Special introductory version of both CARA and CASA on one disci Includes 
addition, subtraction, mulliplicelion, division, fractions and percenieges st 
vacuus levels of difficulty 

All products are supplied on 3* discs for Amttrad PCW 8256. 8512 and 9612 computers, and 
are fully and clearly documented They are sold exclusively by R0I - we don't use agents - 
and don't come in gimmicky and evpenarve packaging' Hence they come to you at sensible prices! 
Reed the reviews in *Vbu» Amstrad PCW'I Further datails of these ano our other products and 
services via 01441 1064 Imciudlng evening and weekendl 

Price €14 00 per product or eny two for £2500 (delivered nam day. including VAT. postage end 
pecking). Cheque payable to ROi Ltd. please, end stele which type of PCW. isv 

RDI Lid, 11 Gloucester Road. New Barnet. Heris EN5 1RS 



£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 



££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 




///// ///// 



SketchPad II 

New Improved Version 

Design and print your own pictures, 

letterheadings, etc., with this easy to 

use graphics program. 

Now compatible with AMX Mouse for easier 

freehand drawing. Also import pages of music from the 

Composer's Pen II. Symbol designing, zoom edit, plus many 

more features. 




MusicPad 

The Ideal Musician's Notepad 




Prints up to 4 staves 
' Any key signature 
1 Any time signature 



Prints song words 
Easy transposition 
Simple, clear instructions 



A must for musicians of all ages. 



Send for details & 

sample printouts 

or ask at your local 

music/computer shop 



Composit Software Dept 8/2 

FREEPOST 

10 Leasowe Green, Lightmoor, 

Telford, Shropshire TF4 3BR 



The Composer's Pen II 

Also available on IBM PC compatibles, ring for details, 
"The ability of the program to handle even 
the most complex musical layouts is 
staggering. . . Unreservedly recommended. ' c 
New Computer Express. 

Steffi 



i m i 



Features include: - 

• Up to 99 staves 

• Up to 20 note chords 

• 9 octave pitch range 

• Any number - tuplets 

• Seven clefs 

• Transposition 




¥ 



Comprehensive beaming and flagging 
Full control of note and stave spacing 
Text and standard music symbols 
'Cut and paste' music 
Print the score and the parts 
Clear manual written by a musician 
Order now! Telephone hotline Cheques payable to Composit Software 



0952 595436 RJ 
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Langford 



Many years ago I completed 
my firsl full-length book 
and re-typed the whole 
horrible thing in a fair 
copy ... ah. those ghastly days when 
peasants tilled fields with pointed 
sticks, doctors clamped leeches on 
your tender pans and authors 
bashed out typewritten drafts. Then 
it was time to prepare the index - 
another gruelling task. 

The index sorting system was 
marginally high-tech, in that the 
entries were handwritten on Fortran 
computer cards provided by a 
generous employer (the Ministry of 
Defence). My reward for this 
drudgery was that the editor who 
bought that book has since 
published lots himself, each with a 
bibliography which cites War in 
2080: the Future of Military 
Technology by D. Langford. 
whether or not it's relevant. Like 
most of the books he lists, it 
invariably has a star against it; as 
editor/author John Grant explains. 
"1 have indicated by * a book which 
has a lousy index." 
Thanks, boss. 

Yes. indexing is an art. even 
when your computer shoulders the 
burden of actual sorting. Since those 
laborious days I've written various 
indexing programs for use with 
word processors (Ansible Index for 
LocoScript is the one I am not 
going to plug here), and still find 
there are many creative human 
choices to be made at both ends of 
the process. First you pick which 
words, phrases and themes are to be 
indexed: for example, it's 
amateurish to include mere "passing 
references" like that to the Fortran 
programming language above. 
When the program has done its 
sinister work you'll want to edit and 
titivate the text. 

It's worth taking expert advice. 
One good guide is Indexing, The Art 
Of by G.Norman Knight (1983). 
Also, the British Standards 
Institution does several pamphlets 
on the niceties, like BS 1749:1985. 
the definitive word on alphabetical 
arrangement ... which all by itself is 
trickier than you think. 

The Society of Indexers can be 
contacted at 16 Green Road. 
Birchington. Kent. CT7 9JZ. 

Buried fun 

So much for the morally worthy bit. 
Because indexing is hard work, 
there's a strong temptation to 
conceal some little joke in the 
forbidding columns of the index. 
These can be great fun to spot. 

As an example of something 
witty rather than actually funny, a 
friend of mine wrote a book of 
which one page contains a tiny 
puzzle about the author of a long- 
forgotten work. The mystery writer 



isn't mentioned in the text, but any 
reader guessing the correct name 
will find it indexed in its proper 
alphabetical place.... 

Much funnier is the index of 
The Clothes Have No Emperor, a 
chronicle of Ronald Reagan's 
presidency by Paul Slansky (1989). 
The author must have giggled 
insanely as he compiled the long, 
long entry on Reagan himself, with 
something like 140 subheadings: 

"Blames Carter ... blames the 
media ... blames miscellaneous 
others ... Bond, James, honoured by 
... books about ... bullet in chest 
temporarily unnoticed by ... 
campaign oratory of ... cancerous 
pimple called 'friend' by ..." 

There are 1 8 page references 
under "challenge to accuracy of, 
19 under "inability to answer 
questions of, 17 under "macho 
bluster or - , 22 under 
"misidentification problems of and 
33 under "mis-statements by". 

It's vaguely reminiscent of the 
non-story in J.G.Ballard's most 
recent collection, which consists 
entirely of an index along these 
lines to a book which now need 
never be written. 

Perhaps the shortest, sharpest 
and rudest use of the index as a 
weapon is in Bernard Levin's The 
Pendulum Years (1970), whose 
account of 1960s Britain naturally 
includes much about the Lady 
Chatterley's Lover censorship trial 
— where all the juiciest four-letter 
words were solemnly bandied in 
court. If you go to the index and 
look up a certain reprehensibly 
anatomical term, you'll find it rather 
crushingly referenced: "see Griffith- 
Jones. Mervyn" (the prosecuting 
counsel). Ouch. 

Sheer insanity 

From time to time someone has the 
bright idea of giving a humorous 
book an elaborate, wordy index full 
of jolly laughs. Purists are sniffy 
about this, and the fun is usually 
poisoned by consumer resistance to 
sitting and reading through an 
index. Once in a while, though, you 
do find something worthy of a few 
quiet chuckles. 

A.P.Herbert's various books of 
"Misleading Cases" have highly 
tendentious indexes, full of little 
digs in the ribs. Once, though 
himself an MP, Herbert chafed at 
the unfairness of Parliament's 
failure to observe things like 
licensing laws which it imposed on 
the rest of the country ... so he made 
a list of all the activities Members 
could presumably get away with in 
their privileged House, and strewed 
them through the index of 
Uncommon Law (1935): 

"ADULTERATED FOOD: 
May be sold at the House of 




Index, 
How td 

A page in the tfwroughly sorted, cwefully 
catalogued company of infamous PCW 
pundit, Dave Langford 



Commons ... ARSON: Is lawful, in 
the House of Commons ... 
BRANDY: May be sold at tea-time, 
in the House of Commons ... 
BURGLARY: In the House of 
Commons, is lawful ... 
CHILDREN: Born in the House of 
Commons, need not be registered ... 
CHLOROFORM: May be sold at 
the House of Commons...." 

Another of Herbert's books. 
What a Word! (1935), crusaded for 
better prose with splendid if not 
very functional index headings like 
"Bacilliferous Beverages", 
"Cannibal English" and "Septic 
Verbs". Charming. 

The index as prose poem is 
illustrated in that famous collection 
of bad verse The Stuffed Owl. edited 
by D.B.Wyndham Lewis and 
Charles Lee ( 1930). This faithfully 
chronicles all the poets' daftest 
metaphors, so you find entries like 
"Worm, lisping ... militant ... far- 
fetched, see Silk-worm" and can 



follow the cross-reference to: "Silk- 
worm, Spartan tastes of ... sinks into 
hopeless grave." 

There is social comment here 
too: "Frenchmen, fraudful, mix sand 
with sugar" and "Bilious attack, 
poetical description of." 

But perhaps the least-known, 
the most useless and the most 
grimly instructive index of them all 
(for aspiring writers at least) is the 
one appearing in Hilaire Belloc's 
satirical Caliban's Guide to Letters 
(1943). After a cursory scroll the 
listing, slowly it dawns that every 
reference is to: 

"Action, Combination of, 
with Plot, Powerful Effect of in 
Modern Novels, see Pulping, p. 187. 
Advertisement, Folly and Waste of. 
see Pulping, p. 187. Affection. 
Immoderate, for our own Work, 
Cure of. see Pulping, p.,187. 
Amusements of Printers and 
Publishers, see Pulping, p. 1 87. 
Art. Literary. Ultimate End of.." • 
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Tipoffs marches on.'} 



Is LocoScripl driving you mad? Can't face that long march through 
the CP/M manual? Does BASIC make you tear out your hair? 
Don't just light like a mad march hare - come to Tipoffs. where 
time-saving hints and lips spring everywhere. Welcoming you into 
the new season are tips on LocoScripl. LocoFile. BASIC and Micro 
Design, and Daniel Evans of Putney wins £30 for his sneaky way of 
burrowing into CP/M programs from BASIC. 

If you know any gems of information in LocoScripl or oilier 
popular program, tell us - you could win hard cash! Write to 
Tipoffs. H000 Plus. 30 Monmouth Si. Bath BAI 2XF. It's Freeposl. 



Giving voice 

SM Engineering's speech 
synthesiser - the add-on thai gives 
a rather metallic but understandable 
'voice' lo your PCW - can't quile 
read an ASCII file (see PostScript. 
October). However. SM 
Engineering advise lhal a product 
called CHINWAG is designed 
specially for use with (he 



SiC joke 

Whal's the (+SiC) command (|+] 
sc) for in LocoScripl 2? 
.1 Bibby. London NW4 

8000 Plus: It tells LocoSpett that 
the word it '.v attached to is 

correctly spell -for example, you 
might write "The attractions of 
Penistonet+SiCl " lo guard against 
one ofLocoSpell's bizarre 
suggestions. If you don 't have 
LocoSpell then the feature has no 



synthesiser. It is available from 

Derek Rogers Professional 

Software on 041-334 8902 for 

£29.95. 

N Porter. Litllchampton. Sussex 

8000 Plus: SM Engineering arc an 
0323 766262 and the speech 
synthesiser costs £49.95. 



Go for a drive 

If you've just read in the B drive a 
disc normally used in ihe A drive of 
your PCW 85 1 2. you'll get an error 
if you then iry lo read a regular B 
drive disc in the B drive. 

The reason is lhat CP/M thinks 
the disc in there is slill ihe A drive 
one. To get round (be problem, jusi 
press |STOP|: no more error 
messages. 
Russell Salford. 
Kettering, 



Fine words 

Owners of the latest versions of 
LocoSpell have a quick way lo edil 
user dictionaries (if you can't gel 
ihe following to work, yours is 
probably an old version - phone 
Locomotive on 0306 740606 for 
details on how to upgrade). Doing it 
wilh [I7| and "user dictionary 
upkeep' works bul is very slow. 
Here's a quicker way. 

Copy USERSPEL.DCT and 
LOCOSPEL.DCT into drive M. 
Remove the discs from A and B. 
Create a new document in M called 
TEMP and press (f I ] selecting 
'insert text'. Cursor over 
USERSPEL.DCT and [ ENTER]. 
The words in the user dictionary are 
inserted into TEMP. 

Finish editing and ihen erase 



USERSPEL.DCT from M. Edil ihe 
document you just created. TEMP. 
The words appear in ihe document 
just created where they can be 
ediled as quickly as normal. When 
finished, press |I7| and spell check 
ihe file. Select ihe 'automatic 
addition' option: all the words will 
be added lo a new user dielionauy in 
M called USERSPEL.DCT. 

Now simply re-insert you start 
of day disc and copy the newly 
created USERSPEL.DCT from M 
inlo ihe same group as ihe existing 
one on disc using |0| 'copy'. 

Sounds involved, but it's 
actually much easier and quicker 
lhan Ihe usual method with 'user 
diclioary upkeep'.. 
J Whittle. Bicester. Oxon 



Add some zap 

A common requiremenl for lips 
involving SID is knowing where in 
a file lo find a sequence of bytes. P 
Ottenhofgave a lip in February's 
Tipoffs showing how to do this 
using PUT.COM. bul a quicker way 
is by using SUPERZAP. available " 
in ihe Public Domain for a couple of 
pounds. (See any public domain 
supplier in ihe ads in 8000 Plus). 
As an example, here's how lo 
do ihe lip published last December 
in SUPERZAP. in which you could 
search for the sequence OA 32 AF 
IE OC OF 03 in any .EMS file 
( LocoScripl or CP/M ) in order lo 
change Ihe disc drive whirring lime 
from an annoying five seconds lo a 
mreo sensible two. 

1 . Stan up CP/M; replace ihe disc 
with the SUPERZAP one. Type 
super/up | RETURN]. A menu and 
list of files on disc shows up. 

2. Replace the disc with one that 
holds ihe .EMS file lo alter. Type ca 
lo change lo the new disc in A and 
display ihe directory. 



3. Use (ALT|i and | ALT|j lo select 
the .EMS file, then press e lo go inlo 
edil mode. The menu changes, and 
the directory is replaced by a hex 
listing of the file. 

4. To find the sequence 0A 32 AF 

1 E 0C OF 03. press h and then type 
in ihe seven pairs of codes. 
SUPERZAP finds them in a couple 
of seconds, indicating the 0A by a 
small arrow. 

5. Press c a couple of limes lo 
change the sector, then use |ALT|i 
and |ALT]j lo gel lo the 32 byte. 
Type in 14 over the 32. When you 
are quite sure all is correct, type 
|ALT|z to save the change. 

And that's all there is to it. If 
you get cold feel, type |ALT]q to 
cancel al any lime. SUPERZAP is 
catalogued as number 77 in the 
CBMBBUK volumes for the 
OCP/M section. 
Norman Fitch. Purley, Surrey 

8000 Plus: Thanks for the 
information. Norman. 



Character forming 

In the program I am writing, I 
would like lo be able lo use on 
screen some characters lhat aren't in 
die CP/M sei - among others, an 
empty box and a lick. So how can I 
incorporate characters of my own 
design in a program? 
Nigel East. London 

8000 Plus: It's dead easy. Firsl you 
design your character as a series of 
dols on an 8x8 grid. (Prim some 
grids out in LocoScripl if you have a 
lot to design). Lei's suppose your 
lick looks like Ihe one below. Now 
label Ihe lop of each column on (he 
grid, going from left lo right, as 128. 
64.32. 16. 8.4. 2 and I. For each 
row, add up Ihe total 'score' given 
by ihe dots. For example, ihe lop 
row is I . the second 3 etc. You end 
up wilh something like the second 
picture. Now. ihe following BASIC 





oo 

00 . 

o . . , oo . . 
oo , oo . . . 
. ooo , . , . 
. . o . . . . , 



o I 

oo 3 

OO . b 

0...00.. 12 

oo . oo ... 21 6 
. ooo .... 1 1 2 
,.o 32 



PHKI "IMs 1> * tick: -(OaKM*) 
Hilt IS * tick: / 



Back in a tick: designing your own 
screen characters is simple in BASIC 
listing will set character 200 - 
normally 6 - to be lhat tick. 
10 MEMORY &HBFFE 
20 FORHEX=&HC070TO 

&HC098 : READ pk : POKE 

hex.pk : NEXT hex 
30 DATA 243. 62. 1 29, 2 1 1 . 24 1 . 

62. 130.211.242 
40 DATA 175.95. 103.22, 184. 

58. 153. 192. 111.41.41 
50 DATA 41. 25. 17. 154. 192. 

235, 1.8.0.237. 176 
60 DATA 62. 133.211.241.62. 

134.211.242.251.201 
70 POKE &HC099. 200 
80 FORrow=l lo 8 : read 

binarylrow) 
90 POKE &HC099+row. 

(binary(row)) : NEXT row 
l()()cl=&HC070:CALLcl 
1 10 DATA 1. 3.6. 1 2.2 1 6. 1 12.32.0 
Run ihe program. Nol much seems 
lo happen, bul from now on. even if 
you run other listings meantime. 
PRINT CHRS (200) gives that tick 
on screen. (If you LPRINT CHRS 
(200) though you still gel 6 priming 
out). To set a further character- 201 
say - jusi repeal the subslance of 
lines 70- 1 10 bul replacing 200 by 
201 and ihe dala lines in 1 10 by ihe 
data lines appropriate lo ihe new 
character. 
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Dear diary 

I use LocoFile/Mail to produce a 
daily diary in which 1 can record 
birthdays, anniversaries etc. Each 
record requires a dale for each day 
of ihe year. Can you devise a 
program which does this without 
having to type in all 365 dates for 
the records? 
S Marriott, St Michael's, Gwent 

81)00 Plus: There are various 
products advertised in 8000 Plus 
that supply you with a blank 
LoeoFile/ LocoMail diary like this, 
hut you might like to try the 
following BASIC routine. If you're 
not sure how to type in or save a 
BASIC listing, see this month '$ 
Listings pages. 

When you run the listing, make 
sure a disc is in the A drive with 
about I OK of free space on il - this 
will be the disc that will hold the 
diary file eventually in LocoScript. 
10 OPEN"0".l."a:diary" 
20 DIMdav$<7). monthS(l2). 

days%(12) 
30 FORj%=lTO 12: READ 

monthSlj'/, l.days'UfA I : NEXT 
40 FORj%=l TO 7 : READ 

day$(j%) : NEXT 
50 PRINT "Jan I is what day? 

(l=Sun. 7=Sal)" 
60 a$=INPUT$( I): IF a$< "I " 

ORaS>"7"THEN60 
70 PRINT "Leap year? ly/n)" 



10 OPEN "0",l,"a:diars" 



'.=1 TO 7 : READ dast<g'/.> : NEX 

70 PRINT "Leap year? (y/n>" 

80 bt=INPUTt(l) : IF INSTRCy¥nN\bl)=0 THEN 80 

90 d'/.=0 '. dw/=ASC(at>-49 | nz=l : IF UPPERI(bl)="V" THEN daysy.<2>=29 

100 dy.=d'/U : IF dy.)dass'/.<ny.) THEN d/.=l : MCftX+l 

110 du/=du'/.U : IF du'/=8 THEN dtfl=l 

120 PRINT m,dayJ(duy,);d'/;nonthl<«y,) 

130 PRINT m,CHR»(12); 

140 IF rUAll OR d/.<31 THEN 100 

ISO CLOSE 

160 SAID January, 31, Februars,28,Harch,31,April,30,Nay,31,June,30 

170 DATA July , 31 , August ,31 , September , 30 .October , 31 .Nouenber , 30 . Decenber , 31 

I (VI RATA DmK. U««J^« TiibfJim UftdnarJlll Thn,. cA i y f ( \^RU , Sft t" 

un 

an 1 is what das? (l=Sun, 7=Sat) 

eap sear? Cu/n> 



This listing in BASIC may look like an uncharted jungle of facts and figures, but it 
actually is asking you two easy questions... 



80 b$=INPUTS( I): IF INSTR 

C'yYnN".bS)=0 THEN SO 
90 d%=0:dw%=ASC(a$)-49: 

m%=l : IF UPPER$(b$)="Y" 

THENdays%(2)=29 
IOOd'K=d9c+l : IF 

d%>days%(m%) THEN 

d%=l :m%=m%+l 
U0dw%=dw%+1 : IFdw%=8 

THENdw'A=l 
120 PRINT Ml. dayS (dw%): d%: 

inonthS (m%) 
130 PRINT ffl.CHRSl 12): 
l40JFm%<12 ORd c /c<31 

THEN 100 
1 50 CLOSE 



160 DATA January. 31. February, 

28. March. 31. April. 30. May. 

31. June. 30 
1 70 DATA July. 31. August. 31. 

September. 30. October. 31. 

November. 30. December. 31 
180 DATA Sunday. Monday. 

Tuesday. Wednesday. 

Thursday. Friday. Saturday 

There is a now a file called DIARY 
on the disc in the A drive. When the 
'Ok' reappears, remove discs from 
drives and press I SHI FT/ / EXTRA/ 
I EXIT/. Insert your Loco startup 
disc: when the opening screen 



M: group 0/DIARV ,IAI Iditing text. 
Layout 1 PilE LSI CR+0 LP6 
factions f2=Layout f3=Style 




Wednesday 2 Januaryf 
* 



Thursday 3 Januaryf 



Friday 4 Januarys 



Saturday 5 January* 1 
f 



Sunday 6 Januaryf 
i 



Hondas 7 Januaryf 
7 



...and writes out a day-to-a-page diary 
that can be inserted into a LocoScript 
document 

comes up. put the disc that you put 
the diary file on in the A drive and 
press [17/ or Ifl / for disc change. 
Create a file called . say. DIARY.91 
on the disc. In il. press If 1 1 or IP I 
and select 'Insert text '. You are 
returned to the disc manager. Move 
the cursor over the file DIARY and 
/ENTERI twice. You see the right 
dates for each day being inserted 
each on a separate page, just as 
required. 

This works for any year, of 
course: you just have to know what 
day of the week January I is and if 
it's a leap year.. 



Kindly sort 



0/D0CUMENT.002 Editing text, 
1 Pil2 LSI _C_R±0 LPG 



Printer 



!iB: 



uinea pig*? 
. ish*' 
aardvark? 
donkey? 

elephant? 



Find: *> 
Exch : fzxq 



• Ignore case 
•/ Preserve case 

Look for uhole words 

Use wild cards 




A bizarre replacement trick... 

A couple of months ago you 
mentioned a way of sorting items 
into order in LocoScript. but it never 
materialised! Please tell me. because 
I can't wait any longer! 
J Kelly. Brighton. W Sussex 

8000 Plus This only applies to latest 
versions of LocoScript 2 with 
LocoSpell. If some options don't 
appear on your menu, contact 
Locomotive for an upgrade on 0306 
740606. 

Run up LocoScript. Suppose you 
have a document full of words that 
you want sorting into order. The 
words must be one to a line with a 
I RETURN/ before the first item. 
Move it to a group in the M drive 
that does not contain a user 
dictionary and edit it in there. 

At the top of the document, 
press I EXCH I and give /RETURN/ 



cat* 1 
dogf 

donkeyf 

elephants 



MITi 



ZXqiW 

zxqcaW 

zxqguineaopig*' 

zxqtishf 

zxqaardvark? 



(Left) ...that makes all the words in your 
list unrecognised by LocoSpell. So, 
selecting 'automatic addition' to a new 
user dictionary... 

(Right) ...and inserting the user 
dictionary into a new document sees all 
the words in order. Just strip off the zxq, 
and change all os to spaces, and there 
you have a sorted list. And it's easier 
than it looks! 

as the text to be replaced and 
I RETURN /zxq us the text to replace 
it with. Select 'automatic 
replacement to end of document'. 
Each word should now begin with 



the letters zxq. 

Back at the lop. press IP I for a 
spell-check and select 'automatic 
addition to user dictionary'. Finish 
editing and leave the document. 

There should be a 
USERSPELDCT created in that 
group of the M drive. This contains 
all the words in your list, each 
beginning txq. Create a new 
document in the same group and in 
it press Ifl / selecting 'insert text '. 
Give the file USERSPELDCT as the 
one to insert. Into the new document 
you see all the zxq- words in your 
list begin typed in. in alphabetical 
order. 

Now all you have to do is go to 
the top. press fEXCH/ again 
replacing zxq by nothing, replacing 
automatically, and save. Your words 
are now sorted into order. Copy the 
saved document onto a disc with 
1(3/ and there you have it. If you 
want more than one word on a line, 
replace all / SPACE Is by something 
like o l/ALTI o) before spell 
checking and turn them back to 
spaces afterwards. This method 
can 7 be used to sort indexes 
because LocoSpell ignores numbers. 
The best way to sort indexes is by 
using Ansible's Index program, 
(£35). available by pluming 0672 
62576. 



Disc dancing 

What are the advantages of single 
density drives - the A drives of 
8256s and 85 1 2s? If none, why are 
they fitted? Can I fit a B drive into 
my PCW's A drive? And if any disc 
can be formatted in any drive, why 
are some discs sold as being 'high- 
density' discs, specially for use in 
95 1 2s! or the B drive of 85 1 2s? 
M Andrews, London WIN 

8000 Phis: Single density drives 
have no particular advantage; 
presumably they were fitted as 
standard on 8256s - the first PCW 
model - through cost factors. You 
can 'tfil a B drive into the A drive 
because the PCW won 7 start up on 
a B drive: technically il may be 
possible to tweak the PCW to do 
litis, but I've never seen it done. 

'High density' discs are made 
at the same on the same production 
line as normal discs, but if 
subsequent tests at the factory show 
they are of slightly higher quality 
than normal, they are branded as 
such and sold at a slightly higher 
price - so there 's no deception 
going on! 

In theory you have more chance 
of a normal disc failing if you use it 
as a B-drive disc than a high- 
quality discs, but it's never 
happened to me. 
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Action man 

I need to find a simple way in 
LocoScript of wriling an 'action' 
column in minutes pages, as shown 
here. Is ihere one? 
J Bergin, Chippenham, Wilts 

8000 Plus Not really - I rather 
suspect you 've found the quickest 
way already! There are various 
ways to achieve the setup, all of 
them a bit involved: the one I find 
easiest is this. First is how to 
achieve the effect shown here. Next 
is a general method for putting 
margin notes into a continuous run 
of text, taken from the 8000 Plus 
Tipoffs Collection hook, where you 
can find screen shots illustrating it. 

ACTION COLUMN METHOD 

In a new document called say 
MINUTES, press [PI and change 
the layout. Set the margins to be at 
(say) 10 and 60. EXIT to the 
document. Type in the minutes as 
normal but don 7 bother with any 
italics, holds or underlines. Finish 
and exit. Now press If I] I IP] in 
LocoScript I ) and make an ASCII 
file selecting 'page image ' and 
making a new file called 
MINUTES.ASC in the same group. 
When finished, start a new 
document called MINUTES. ACT or 
something. Press \f2] to change 
layout and set margins at zero and 



I. DECISION It was decided the Uehicle Manager 
should investigate the possibility.. 1 

4. HATER SAUING SWITCH Many problems - in 

Particular overflowing - have been encountered 
ol lowing the funny business in the Gents. t> 
«• 

5. DECISION The Health Manager was to resolve the 
natter.*' 



First type your document with narrow margins and make a page 



__CISION It was decided the Uehicle Manager-* 
should investigate the possibility.-* 

4. HATER SAUING SWITCH Many problems h in* 
particular overflowing - have been encountered-* 



Then insert it into a new document whose margins are wider and which has a tab set where the action column is to start 



I VEHICLES 
I MANAGER** 



80. pulling a tab at 6-1. EXIT to the 
document. Press If 1 1 IIP I in 
LocoScript I) and select 'Insert 
text'; in the disc manager, give the 
file to insert as MINUTES.ASC. 

In conies the minutes text. Now 
go down and. wherever you wanton 
action margin note, press [EOL] 
I TAB I and type the word. Put in 
holds, italics, underlines etc if 
required. Save and print as normal: 
vou can now erase MINUTES and 
MINUTES.ASC. 

If you want that vertical line, of 
course you can use the vertical bal- 
lon the 9512 keyboard, or /EXTRA/ 
. or I EXTRA] I "" a 8256/8512); 
but then to make it join up 
vertically, you also have to use half 



3. D ecision It was decided that the Vehicle Manager 
was to Investigate the possibility of the exhaust 
emissions being carcinogenic. 

4. Water Saving Switch Many problems, particularly 
overflowing, had been encountered following the 
installation of a water saving switch modification to 
urinals at various points around the unit. The matter 
required Investigation and had not yet been resolved. 

5. Decision The Health Manager was to resolve the 
matter. 



VEHICLE 
MANAGER 



HEALTH 
MANAGER 



To achieve an effect like this is not too easy in LocoScript but it can be done... 



line spacing (/+] LS ',P /ENTER/1 
and put an extra /RETURN/ at the 
end of each line of text: it's easier 
with a ruler and biro! 
MARGIN NOTE METHOD 
Suppose that you normally write 
text between a left margin of 10 and 
a right margin of 80. but you want 
to leave a space at the right for 
notes. You need to have one format 
for writing text between columns 10 
and 60. and one for notes between 
columns 64 and SO (leaving a small 
column gap). 

iMcoScript I: To set up the 
layouts, press the fl— Layout ' key 
and then /ENTER/, which picks the 
'Brand New Layout ' option. You 
are now dropped into the 'Editing 
Layout ' screen - look at the top to 
see which layout you are editing: 
probably it will be number I. 

Cursor down and set the left 
margin at 10 and the right margin 
at 60. Now press /EXIT] to store 
this layout. From the editing screen, 
repeal the process to gel a second 
layout with margins at 64 and 80. 
Again, make a note of the number 
LocoScript assigns - probably '2 '. 

LocoScript 2: Define two 
layouts, respectively layout I and 2. 
with margin settings as above, by 
pressing /fl/ then / ENTER] for 



'document setup' then pressing /PI 
for 'layouts '. 'Change stock 
layouts' and select first Layout 1 
then Layout 2. 

Type in all your text using the 
first (narrower) layout. To select 
this, type /+/ LTI /ENTER/ in 
LocoScript 2 or /+/L1 /ENTER] in 
LocoScript I. Then go through 
finding the points which you need to 
have margin notes for. 

iMcoScript I: On each I 
ine to be annotated, type a 
/RETURN] at the end of the line 
above, insert the code for the 
wider layout (with /+]L2 /ENTER]! 
type /TAB/ at the end of the next 
line to take you into the note 
column, type the note, enter the 
code for the narrower layout again 
(/+/\BLI\P /ENTER]) and press 
[RETURN/. 

IjicoScript 2: On each line to 
be annotated, press /EOL] /TAB] 
and type the text of the note. Then 
type /+/LT1 /ENTER] [RETURN/ 
immediately after the note. Go to 
the line before and press /EOL/ /+/ 
LT2 /ENTER/ /RETURN]. It looks 
messy on screen but all slots into 
place when you're finished. 

Don 'l use justified text as the 
process of inserting footnotes mucks 
things up 



Graphic point 

Is ihere any software thai will, 
without too many intermediate 
operation, enable me to draw 
graphs? I have been told that 
BASIC has no such facility but that 
GSX may do this. 
H S t in ran. Wirral. Merseyside 



8000 Plus You can use GSX in 
BASIC, but it's a bit involved and 
there is little documentation telling 
you what to do. Tiy HiSofi Pascal - 
a language similar to BASIC bin 
much faster. It can use GSX 
routines quite neatly land includes 
examples in the manual! enabling 



you to devise plotting and graphing 
programs of your own design. 
HiSoft is on 0525 718181 and 
Pascal costs £50. You 'II need a 
manual on standard Pascal - £10 
or less from your local bookshop - 
and. if you have a 9512. a dot 
matrix printer. 



Hard sell 

I would like to sell some PCW 
programs I have written in 
BASIC. Can 1 include 
BASIC.COM, SUBMIT.COM 
files and so on. on the disc I send 
people? 

M Ward. Peterborough. 
Cambridge 



Type casting 



I keep a list of my cassettes in a 
LocoScript file. When I buy 
LocoFile. will I have to retype the 
details to use them in the database? 
Bob Hollings, Eastville. Bristol 

8000 Plus No. Just put the details 
of each one on a separate page; 
then LocoFile can read them all. 



Copy cat 



When working with LocoScript 
(2.28). how can I get more than one 
standard document to be copied 
automatically to the M drive on 
startup? Any TEMPLATE.STD is 
copied to the M drive on startup, 
where it can be accessed thereafter. 
But I have about 20 documents that 
I need available for regular filling. 



and it's impossible to call them all 

TF.MPLATE.STDs! 

Mike Potter, Onosall, Stafford 

8000 Plus If you have LocoFile, 
call them a name ending with .DAT. 
These will gel copied on startup 
into the corresponding group on 
drive M. 



8000 Plus Copyright dictates that 
you can 'l include, on any disc you 
sell, any of the programs that 
come on your CP/M master discs 
- even though all your intended 
customers have them already! All 
you can sell is your original 
BASIC listing, together with a 
manual showing customers how 
tocopvBASIC.COM. 
J14CPM3.EMS. SUBMIT.COM 
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Tipoffs 






Mercy dash 



A quick way to 
gel a very long 
dash in LocoSeripl 
2 is to press 
[ALT] followed 
by one or more 
hyphens. To make 
the dash as long as 
you wish, just 
keep pressing 
[ALT] hyphen. 
Irene Measures, 
Hitchin. Herts 



Hyphens Join two word*, as in "tip-off 

"En-rules" arc longer, as In 
"LocoScript - supplied free with the 
Aastred PCW - le Bade by Locoaotlve" 

"Eft-rules" are longer still, end such 
favoured by Victorians: 

•Young Hiss Sophie L . Editor of BOOO 

P- — . was not the flrat— nor. Indeed, 
the last — person to suspect the truth 
about Mr Le P .• 



Hyphens join two words, as in "tip-off"*' 

f 

"En-rules" are longer, as in *> 

"LocoScript - supplied free with the 

Anstrad PCH - is nade by LoconotiveV 

¥ 

"En-rules" are longer still, and much 

favoured by Victorians:* 1 

"Young Miss Sophie L , Editor of 8000 

P — . uas not the first — nor, indeed, 
the last — person to suspect the truth 
about Mr Le P ."f 



Hyphens are just hyphens, but in LocoScript 2, [ALT] hyphen gives a dash (or 'en-rule'). They link up too, 
so that several [ALT] hyphens in a row produce a very long dash ('em-rule') or even those hyper-long 
dashes beloved of Victorian novelists 



Key facts 



Is it possible to set up and save 
macros in Proiext? Can I change 
what the function keys produce? 
E Chester, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 

8000 Plus Yes. Here are a few 
examples. Just type these 
commands at the a> prompt ending 
with I RETURN I. Or save them all 
as lines in a normal file called say 
PHRASES and then at the a> type x 
phrases / RETURN/. 

1. key n 'Yours sincerely* 13*E 
Chester' makes I EXTRA In produce 
the phrase 'Yours sincerely 

I RETURN I E Chester: 

2. keyc ' A 254"count A 13"' makes 
/EXTRAje put you into command 
mode, type COUNT and then 
[RETURN!, thus giving a word 
count. That * is given by pressing 



I EXTRA jit. by the way. 

3. key v '*254*count"l3*'does the 
same for lEXTRAjv. but as lf3] 
automatically returns whatever 

I EXTRA lv does, the same effect is 
got by pressing If}]. 

4. key i '*24H' makes I EXTRA H 
insert an italics-on code - and as 
If5l returns whatever I EXTRA li 
does. If6l does the same. 

In the same way, [fill returns 
the same as / EXTRA la. [ft] the 
same as [ EXTRA jg. If 5 1 the same 
as I EXTRA lw. and IfSj the same as 
I EXTRA] j. You can change what 
If II and 1)71 return, but it's a bit 
fiddly, involving the use of 
expansion tokens and all sorts of 
stuff' like that - read the Protext 
manual 's section on CONFIG. 
'Setkeysfor PCW option if you're 
reallv keen. 



Going back 

Is there a backspace feature in 

LocoScript I or 2? I can't find one 

despite hours of searching the 

manual. 

Jean Richards. Wrexham, Clwyd 

8000 Plus No. The usual function of 
backspace on a typewriter is to 
correct mistakes, which would of 
course he redundant on a word 
processor. If you want to overprint 
characters, print two lines on top of 
each other using zero line spacing 
and any pitch size except 
proportional. The first line has the 
basic text, beginning with I+/Is0 
/ENTER/ and ending with 
/RETURN/: the second contains 
just the overprinted characters, 
placed at the right position along 
the line using spaces, and ends with 
/ -]ls /RETURN!. 



Off the scale 

In January's Tipoffs you said it was 
not possible to rescale clip art in 
Micro Design. In fact it is possible. 

When loading clip an there is 
an option (in the EXTRA keys 
menu at bottom right! to load it at 
half, normal or double size; 
multiples of this can be achieved by 
saving and reloading. 

Also, on the design menu, 
selecting the 'Block... UNIT' option 
gives a pulldown menu which offers 
'Rescale... II '. if a box is drawn 
around (he image, it can be rcscaled 
to any size. 

8000 Plus Thanks for that 
information. We should never have 
doubted a program us well thought- 
out as Micro Design! 





Rrtciled latig* 



Actual scale I t* »l I 
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Micro Design, not able to resize 
graphics? Nonsense! There's the 
rescale' option, halfway up to the right 



Proof! Some printouts of Micro Design's dragon at different sizes, all achieved by 
using the inbuilt rescaiing options in the program 



Tip of import 

Contrary to rumour, it is not 
impossible to import files into Mini 
Office's database -just a bit 
complicated! A BASIC listing will 
do the trick. 

P Hambling. Okehampton. Devon 
8000 Plus The tip involves a 
longish BASIC listing, but anyone 
who would like a copy of Mr 
Hambling' s lip can gel one from us. 
Just send an sue and mark your 
envelope "Mini Office Tip". 



To a mouse 

I would like to use my mouse in 
BASIC programs but have 
absolutely no idea how this can be 
done. Can you help me? 
P Pullen. Reading. Berks 

8000 Plus Here 's an example using 
the Kempston mouse. The precise 
details will vary depending on the 
mouse you have, but it should only 
mean changing a few of the 
numbers in the listing given. Check 
your mouse manual for details. 

The mouse generates an x and 
a y co-ordinate telling you where it 
is currently pointing, and also a 
variable telling you which of the 
two buttons Ion the Kempston 
mouse) are up or down. For 
example, if you have the following 
lines as a subroutine in your 
program then after each call of it 
(by CALL 500) you would find that 
x% and y"c hold the x and y co- 
ordinates - a number from lo 
255. so that 0,0 is top left and 
255.255 is bottom right: that leftb% 
is -1 if the left button only is down: 
that rightb% is -I if the right 
button only is down: and that 
bothb% is -I if both are down. 

500x%=INP(208) : y c /c=INPl209) 
510button%=lNP(2l2) 
520 leftb%=(butlon%=253) 
530 rightb%=(bulton%=254) 
540bothb%=(bultonVc=252) 
550 RETURN 

Then you could have a line in your 

program such as 

100 CALL 500 

1 10 PRINT "Cursor is at ": x%:y9c 



Disc dilemma 

How can I transfer data from a 
706K disc on my PCW 95 1 2 to a 
173K disc on my PCW 8256? 
S Bryant. Helston. Cornwall 

8000 Plus Unfortunately you can '/. 
All you can do is find a friend with 
a PCW8512. The top drive on that 
lakes 1 73K discs and the bottom 
706K discs, so thai you can use it to 
copy from either lo the other. 
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Laser Printing 



From LocoScript 1 & 2 



I High Quality, cost effective, camera ready copy. 

I All style, emphasis and layout codes supported. 

I Wide choice of fonts and point sizes. 

I Enhancements include columns and graphics. 

I Only 50p per A4 page. Quantity Discounts. 

We also print Microdesign & Stop Press pages. 
Artwork for this Ad printed from LocoScript at this scale. 
Telephone 051 630 2657 for free information pack. 



DAISYWHEEL 98 Bell Road, Wallasey L44 8DP 



STARTRACK + 

A graphical astronomy program for all PCWs 
_- See the stars. Moon & Planets for £19.95 ^ 

• locate individual constellations, the moon and planets 

• Identify the brightest stars • Draw the Horizon & Ecliptic 

• Show only the brightest stars or all stars to Magnitude 4.5 

• Position yourself anywhere on earth at any lime 
>j • View all 88 constellations... lots more. ^ 

The 50+ page manual gives detailed instructions for Testing Yourself. 
Navigating with the Polynesians, showing the Milky Way etc. 

"Countless hours of education & enjoyment" - Mr. K 

"An excellent piece of software" - Mr. T 

_V "Very Impressed" - Mr. K -jL. 

Write for details or send cheque/postal order to: 
Discovery Software, 291 Cricklewood Lane. London NW2 2,1 1.. 



»»#> MONEY FROM t tt 
Ihb yoUR MICRO ■«* 

Your home PCW is a cash generator, 

Get it working for you. Start now. 

SAE brings free details. 

Home Keyboard 

Dept 8, 22 Shirlock Rd 
London NW3 2HS 






CRO DESIGN 2 STOP PRESS 

& DESKTOP PUBLISHER 
(PLEASE STATE FORMAT REOUIRED) 

CA1' VARIETY DISC 

CA2' VARIETY DISC 

CA3' FLAGS o( the WORLD )* 

CA4' THE SPORTS DISC 

CA5' MICRO DESIGN BORDERS* 

Picture reference supplied with all orders 

•CA5 lor Micio Design used on PCW 8512 9S12 only 




ONLY £12-50 per disc incl P»P 

AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 



23 



S 061-773-2702 

is Drive, Prestwich, Manchester. M25 8HO. Cv 



DESIGNER -for knitting, embroidery... 

* For designers of knitwear, embroidery, rugs, mosaics and 

any craft that normally would use squared paper. 

* Program presents, in effect, large sheet with up to 

308 x 292 squares. 

* Up to 8 colours / stitches / textures etc. 

* Graphical and Listing printouts. 

* Editing facilities include Copy, Fill, Move. 

* Save and Load "motifs" - build your own library. 

Price £19.95 
PCWDRAW 

* A full function drafting program. 

* Produces clear drawings on your PCW. 

* Draws lines, circles ellipses, arcs and rectangles. 

* Freehand sketching with Zoom facilities. 

* Twenty FILL patterns. 

* Saves items, details, windows and screens. 

* Adds different sized TEXT, vertically and horizontally. 

* Supports KEMPSTON and AMX mouse. 

* Portrait and landscape printouts. 

* Can be used with 24 pin printer [or extra clarity. 

Price £39.95 

"The improvements raise it from the adequate to the extremely useful" 8000FLUS 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

* A suite of five mind tormenting puzzles. 

* Set level from trivial to brain-storming. 

* Random starts mean puzzles rarely repeat. 

* Challenge your friends - a league table can be set up. 



Price £11.50 



'Computer gainesteis with little patience will probably be driven mad., but dedicated 
problem solvers will no doubt be delighted to accept the challenge ." APCW 

"Pattern Puzzles will appeal to those ol our readers who enjoy brief breaks from therr 
workload but also like to feel that they are using their brains." 8000Plus 

Prices include VAT, P&P Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Broadwater House, Broadwater Road, Romsey, Hants. S051 8GT 
Tel: 0794 - 516279 



A Small Selection From Our Warehouse 

Hardware & Peripherals (Offers While Stocks Last) 
We are the only company in the world thai stock every print-wheel for the 951 2. 

And also have the Russia XI 40 (Artisan 10/12) Printwheel 
English Wheels ....£4.96 + 1.15 Foreign Wheels ....£9.41 + 1.16 

3.50" Second Drive For Your PCW 

In a neat Slimline case, takes power from the Computer 

R.R.P. 89.95 WAVE Special ..69.95+3.45 P&P 

PCW9512, Printer, Keyboard etc ... 

•We have over 100 machines to clear. Phone (or price!" 

First come First Served 



3" 



Maxell Disks 
Box of 10 for only 

DS for all 3" Drives 

lotoMnil. VI lor Locoscripl I & 2. Please note this 

product is the some os LocoMail V2 bul with no 

examples disk & new edition manual 



5.99 

R.R.P. £39.9 
SAVE OVER £1 

2.99 



♦ 1.15 P&P 
R.R.P. £39.95 
SAVE OVER £10 



+ 2.30 P&P 



Amslrod Supercede 2, Disk for CPC & PCW R.R.P. 69.95 WAVE 29.95 + 2.30 

■ Do You Want To Save Money? ' 
Then send (or our TRADE PRICE LIST. State lor which products and enclose 3 22p Stamps 

Ribbon PCW 8256 FN PICT 2 . 1 1 .98 5.00 £ 

Ribbon PCW 8256 MS _.PKT 2. 13.98 _ 6.24 E 

Ribbon PCW 8256, FN Colours Available in Red, Brown, Blue, Green, Purple PKT 2 1 3.32 6.90 E 

Ribbon PCW 9512 FN PKT 2 7.70 5.40 E 

Ribbon PCW 9512 MS PKT2 7.70 4.62 E 

Bi anK Disks » Software 

3" Thesaurus Deluxe version 2 (requires LocoFile & LocoScript 2 19.95 1 1.97 E 

LocoFile, lot LocoScript 2 Please Slate 8 or 9 Series 34.95 24.46 D 

LocoScript 2 29.95 23.36 D 

locoScript 2 1 locoSpell 2 39.90 28.33 D 

3.50" DS/DD WABASH/VERBATIM BULK * Labels PKT 10 4.25 E 

Phone (or latest lowest ever prices on SAGE Software & Stationery' 

Eng. Mainland post & ins: (A) ES.7S (B) 54.60 (C)£3.45 (0)12 30 IE) £1.1 5 (F) S8p. (AN0 3 day C10.35 

Next Doy £13.80, COO + £2.30, Mox UK post dig. £8.05 pel 20kg/£500. All prim include VAT. All soles subject to our 

trade terms of Trading. W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 9103) Walney Audio Visual Electrical 

Distribution. 1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR. 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 



Tipoffs 



Ministering the Portfolio 



The information given in May's 


IN. BAT contains 


8000 Plus on how to transfer files 


@cls 


between an Atari Portfolio and 


@echo File Input program 


PCW doesn't seem to work for me. 


i 1 not exist % 1 goto lab 


Here's a suggested way of doing it. 


@copy aux % 1 


First follow the diagram here for pin 


slab 


connections. 


While OUT.BAT contains 


Set the baud rate to 1 200 for 


@ds 


send and receive: this seems to be 


@echo file Output program 


the maximum the systems will 


@if not exist *5r 1 goto lab 


allow. Parity is none, eight bits, stop 


@copy % 1 aux 


bitsl.Xoff. 


@cls 


It can be useful to create two 


rem Now Tvpe "echo > aux 


.BAT files on the Atari, one for 


[CTRI.I Z 


input and one for output. Unless the 


:lab 


Portfolio sends the right end-of-file 


So. from DOS on the Portfolio. 


signal -ICTRLIZ- to the PCW. 


it is only necessary to type In or 


the file is not closed and cannot be 


Out [SPACE] and name of file to 


saved: there seems no way to do this 


send or receive, then when told to 


in the .BAT files however. There 


do so by that 'rem', insert the end- 


are no problems transfcring from 


of-file signal [CTRL] Z. 


PCW to Portfolio. 


.1 Chappie. Ashford, Kent 


PCY Pin nusbLTt 

2 


Par'-fo'.io Pin numbers 






B 


tz, 


c:t 


How to wire a PCW to a Portfolio, Atari's Pocket PC 



In triplicate 

In Tipoffs recently Ivan Swan 
wanted a simple way to print text 
simultaneously to file, screen and 
printer in BASIC. You gave a 
couple of solutions, but I think this 
closer to what he was looking for! 

10 OPEN"0".l."a:output.doc" 
20 PRINT #1 ."This message is 

being sent to screen, printer and 

also to a file called 

A:OUTPUT.DOC" 
1 00 CLOSE 
110 POKE 8792.205: TYPE 



"A:OUTPUT.DOC" : POKE 

8792.195 

This listing will display the 
message in line 20 to all three 
destinations. To make more text be 
displayed in this way. just have lots 
of lines like 20 between that and 
line 100. 

Bertrand Whitehead. 
Buckingham 

8000 Plus An elegant solution. If 
you have a PCW95I2. replace both 
the 8792s in line 40 bx 29161. 



Sticky moments 

Space problems on your desk can 
easily be solved by putting the 
PCW printer on top of the monitor 
- except that it keeps falling off. 
To stop it doing that, just attach 



two two-inch strips of self adhesive 
velcro to the printer and monitor to 
keep them stuck together. It's 
simple to do and cheap! 
Steve Garrill. Blackpool. Lanes 



Running wild 

It is quite possible to run a CP/M 
program from BASIC. Here's how 
to do it. Let's suppose that you 
want to run a program called 
ZAP.COM from within your 
BASIC listing. The following lines 
do the trick: 

10 f$="zap" 

20 I'orn=l28to 127+len (fS) : 

poke n.asc (midS (fS.n- 1 27. 1 ) ) 
30 next : poke n.O 



40 memory 49999 : for n=0 to 6 : 

read d 
50 poke n+50000. d : next 
60 v = 50000 : call v 
70 data 14.47.30.255.195.5.0 

To call a program of another name, 
just change line 10. Note that fS has 
the name of the program called in 
lower case and without .COM on 
the end. 
Daniel Evans. Putnev. London 



Drop me a line 

This fault developed after I switched 
on the PCW one morning. Please 
can you help! 
Tony Lowe. Chard. Somerset 

8000 Plus This effect can be caused 
by a faulty connection of the printer 
into the back of your PCW. Have a 
look at where the black plastic plug 
Jits onto the pins in the slot marked 
'Printer impresora '. If you take it off 



and see that some pins aren 't 
connecting up (if they're bent, for 
example) then that could be causing 
it. Straighten them up with a 
screwdriver blade - with the PCW 
turned off. of course! - refit the 
black plastic printer plug, and then 
try again. 

If the effect is still there 
afterwards you'll have to consult 
your local computer shop. 



n»m Hit tl n ■"' 'i '' :ir tr i' .? ?■ :'.:n n " 

Vii stum M Jm'etrt t tit&i 15 »:M»t Is 'hi 1M l 11m lis 

-*i ■ titii jiii ii-.w: trc n bbmhI a mmt tew im ft* 

I ■-: ■ : HB :. ■ '■ ■■: .-.- ; lllfl ' 111 MltM !» 

"BW RlltM ttf KUfBfl l!*»l?l H W *m *> » mi 

mm: u i» ksviiisi bit hip » Sim: it'll m« fi ' »tw« is 
... . 



Fed up of reading between the lines? The cure for this could be simple 



Hint? 

Do you know of a program that will 
enable me to: 

1 ) Make up and include graphic 
patterns, such as letter headings, in 
a LocoScript 2 document 

2) Print out large-size headings in a 
LocoScript 2 document. 

I know that a desktop 
publishing program would enable 
me to do print out the patterns/ 
headings on a sheet of paper first, 
onto which I could print a 
LocoScript document - but I'd 
much rather be able to do it all from 
LocoScript! 
K O'Rilev. London SE5 



8000 Plus No to both. It must be 
technically possible, and I would 
have thought anyone who can work 
out exactly how to do it would then 
have a nice little niche market on 
their hands. 

The difficulty is cracking the 
rather involved nature of 
LocoScript document structures to 
know how to include the complex 
printer instructions needed, and 
obviously the people who know that 
best are makers Locomotive 
themselves. Maybe they're 
considering it already: we really 
don 't know. 



Two into one.... 

I want to use LocoScript 2 from my 
PC W95 1 2 on my PC W85 1 2 . 1' ve 
tried copying the LocoScript startup 
disc onto one formatted for my 
85 1 2's A drive, but I get an error 
message. Do you know a way to 
make it work? 
T Hall. Swansea 

8000 Plus When you buy a piece of 
software, the licence often demands 
that you can only use it on one 
machine. (Technically, you're 
breaking the law if you have two 



8512s and use the same copy of 
LocoScript 2 on both). So. even 
though you have LocoScript 2 on 
your 9512. you have to buy another 
copy for your 85 12 - which is 
precisely why makers Locomotive 
made sure the program wouldn 't 
work on the 8512! I don 't think 
there would be any excuse for us 
publishing a way to make the 9512 
version work on an 8512 even if we 
knew how. Fortunately LocoScript 2 
is so inexpensive that you can buy 
another copy out of petty cash. 



Transfer request 

Readers with PCs and PCWs who 

transfer files between them may be 
interested to know that the two 
machines are more compatible than 
is often thought. 

1. dBase 3, FoxBase and Sman2 on 
the PC can use PCW dBase2 
database files without amendment. 

2. SuperCalc4 on the PC can use 
PCW SupeiCalc2 files without 
amendment. 

3. LocoScript PC can use PCW 
LocoScript 1 or 2 files without 
amendment. 

4. Protext files work fine in Protexl 



on either machine. 

Jim .Mackay. Knut.sford. 

Cheshire 

8000 Plus File transfer between 
PCs and PCWs is a tricky business. 
One of the easiest and most 
effective ways is to buy a PC style 
drive for the PCW (5 > 2 or 3 > : inch) 
and then use Moonstone's 2ml 
software to copy from one to the 
other. Contrary to what you might 
have read elsewhere. PIP or 
NEWSWEEP won't do it! 
Moonstone are on 041-941 3120. 
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EXIT 



your standard 82 key PCW keyboard and 



ENTER 



the new full size 102 key enhanced PCW 102 keyboard from Teqniche. 
With improved key action, touch typist styling and dedicated software 
quick keys you could increase your computing productivity by as much 
as 20%. Manufactured to exacting standards each PCW 102 is guar- 
anteed for over 1 million individual key strokes, and priced at only £79 



it costs less than a replacement Amstrad keyboard. So isn't it time to 



wasting time and start using the PCW 102. 




Once you've tried it, we feel sure that you won't want to 



RETURN 



E m n FT-TTi v 



f"U .^WJrWLUJ: 



i\ \\ \\\ \ \\\\S\ 



A 1 I I 1 I II I 1 I 



a. 



■i r-PT-i 

m 



to your old keyboard. 



Teqniche is the only manufacturer to 
offer a keyboard enhancement pro 
duct for the PCW 8256/85 12/95 12. In- 
stallation is easy - just plug the PCW 
102 into the existing port used by your 
old keyboard. Once installed you can 
enjoy the benefits of an Industry stan- 
dard enhanced layout that has been 



specially adapted for PCW users. Featur- 
ing separate function keys for software, 
separate numeric keypad, feelers on "F" 
and "J" and separate pull down menu 
keys. Plug in a PCW1 02 and enhance the 
performance of your PCW. 
Call Pan Euro for the name of your 
nearest Teqniche dealer. 



Pan Euro Limited, 8 Craven Court, Winwick Quay, Warrington WA2 8QU, 
England. Telephone: (0925) 234170 Facsimile: (0925) 234160 



if* teqniche 



Software Guide 



FILE 



These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Databases, Educational 
Software, Communications and 
Programming Languages. 
We've set out to cover every 
important piece of software we 
could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information 
to decide whether they are 
suitable for you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the 
software listed here represents 
what we think is the best of that 
currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program 
are listed - Pluses have a A by 
them, Minuses a ▼. 
Those we think are particularly 
noteworthy have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



DATABASES 



There are broadly two different types of 
database, and which suits you best 
depends, of course, on what you want it for. 

Firstly there's the simple card index 
substitute. For many home users, this will be 
the kind of thing you want - all it does is 
store your address book or stock items so 
that you can easily look them up. 

A more sophisticated option is the 
programmable database. With these, in 
addition to allowing simple card index 
retrieval there is a command language which 
allows you to analyse the data on the cards. 
For example, you could automatically add up 
the money owed to you by all your 
customers from Yorkshire. To make best use 
of this kind of facility, you will need to be 
able to understand a little programming, 
although it's not too hard really. 

A bit of jargon now. A database is said to 
consist of records - this is just like a card in 
a conventional card file, with all someone's 
details on it. Each record is composed of 
fields - a field is a single entry on a card, like 
someone's name, or age, or postcode. 

The thing that makes a database special 
is an index. You might be able to hold your 
address book as a simple list in a word 
processor document, but if it gets large then 
this becomes unwieldy. An index means that 
the database has worked out which order 
records should be in, so it can go straight to 
the one you want without looking at lots of 
others first. 

The field that you use as your index (e.g. 
someone's surname) is said to be a key 
field, and can be looked up very fast 
compared to "non-key" fields. A good 
database will allow multiple keys, meaning 
that it can look up data just as fast for a 
variety of types of information. 



MASTERFILE 8000 

£49.95 * Campbell Systems * 0378 7776213 

A specially written PCW version ol the successful database sold 
on other Amstrad computers. It is lully menu controlled, and 
makes good use ol the PCWs special screen and keys. It can 
deal with up to 8 separate data tiles at once, so can cope with 
relational databases Screen (but nol printed output) can be 
elaborately laid out with boxes, lines etc. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Works last 

A Wide range ol Layout options 

A Handles relational' files 

▲ Plenty ol good example tiles 

▲ Can do arithmetic calculations within its records 

T Capacity limited by size ol M drive - best on an 8512 

▼ Takes a while to learn all the lealures 

CAMBASE II 

£60 + VAT* Cambrian Software » 0760 831878 

New version ol the old lavourite PCW database. Most important 
change Is the Copy Filespec lacility. You can set up a new 
database with potentially more entries than you've made 
provision lor using the information Irom the original database. 
You can also change the fields to suit another set-up. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Quick and efficient to use 

A You can set up a database blueprint (Filespec) which you 
can test thoroughly before entering data 

▲ Includes powerful leatures like conditionals, loops, field 
validation, and specified layouts 

▲ Simple parts of the program are well covered in the manual 

▼ Can't use the memory bad news tor 8256 users 



▼ You have to guess how to use the more advanced features 

T Not much room for prompts 

T Tendency to crash occasionally in Filespec 



LOCOFILE 



£29.95 'Locomotive '0306 740606 

The indexed pop-up database that runs Irom within LocoScript 2 

and that goes even further toward turning LocoScript 2 into a 

completely integrated software package. Unlike most 

databases empty records take up almost no space on disc. This 

allows large record cards to be defined even il they wont always 

be used Records pop up very quickly without having to exit 

Irom your document. Works best when used in conjunction with 

LocoMall. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

▲ Unusually efficient use of disc space 

A Can alter existing Index - a very powerful feature indeed 

A Automatically upgrades your LocoScript, LocoMall and 

LocoSpell to version 2.2 
A Sample databases help you get a better (eel for 

the program 
A Very flexible when designed the record format 
A Carries out searches on partial stnngs • ideal for when 

dealing with incomplete information 

CHIBASE 3.0 

£29.95 'Chiama' 06333 60996 

The updated version of the tree format' database. You type 
in the text, mark the words to be indexed and treat the file 
as a database. The updated version allows you to Import and 
export ASCII data files and a chain delete option enables you to 
work your way methodically through the database deleting the 
records you don't want while keeping those that you do 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good amend, sod and recall features 

A You can edit without a wotd processor 

A Searches quickly through data 

A Great lor storing large amounts of data where the 

subject matter Is variable 
A Uselul record template 
▼ Can't run from M drive 



DATAST0RE 

£39.95 • Digita International * 0395 270273 

Ideal for the novice. Datastore II allows you to remove the tedium 

from filing, updating and organising intonnation. 32000 records, 

32 fields, fast search' facility. Function keys can have phrases 

assigned to them. Good tor uses where the emphasis is on 

printed output. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Flexible range of print commands 

A Simple to use 

A Calculation facilities 

▼ Need to preset maximum no. of records before you start 

▼ Slow at browsing through 

DELTA 

£99.99 'Compsoft* 0483 425925 

Delta is another ol the heavyweights, like dBase II and Condor, 
but unlike them is fully menu driven. Although the screen layouts 
are lully flexible, there is a default "quick- layout so you don't 
have to sweat at defining your own. It could use better record 
indexing facilities. Particularly good lor wnting applications, once 
you have ploughed Ihrough the large manual. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Records can contain up to 90 fields, plus groups of 

fields that may be repeated 
A Screen layout can be user defined, or "quick'' mode used 
A Single page letter writer provides detailed mall merge 
A Processes can be defined, and run from user defined 

menus, for ease of use by others 
A Very lull, and quite readable, manual 

▼ Only one field may be used for indexing 

▼ Very big program - a PCW8256 would be hard pushed 

▼ Some of the menu operations are unforgiving to errors 



OFFICE 

PROFESSIONAL 



09.95 • Database Software • 1)625 859444 

The Mini Office database retains its original format. It's a pretty 

standard card index type, similar to First Base. Good range of 

selection operations and anthmetic on fields. Can sod over a 

combination of fields and print out a variety of smart layouts. 

and you can have up to 255 fields. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easy to use and Intuitive 

A Can use Ihe data in the word processor 

A Powerful selection and sort facilities 
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A Arithmetic on fields 

▲ Test print facility lets you check your labels will pnnt okay 

A One command makes global changes 

POCKETINFOSTAR 

£69.50 • MicroProlDRA • 0386 841181 

Consists of two large programs, DalaStar and ReportSlar (both 
available independently). DataStar is a conventional database, 
with screen card layout and indexing. ReportStar then 
generates the printed oulput. either from DataStar or CalcStar 
files. Powerful if you can use them, but the suite is horrifically 
overcomplicated, and the documentation just incomprehensible. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A DataStar is a quite good database with indexing and 

calculated fields. 
A "Transaction processing" feature allows cross referencing 

of data files. 
A Can be integrated with other Pocket products, eg WordStar. 
A Can take up to 255 fields per record 

▼ Two volume manual set Is very badly organised. 

T There are separate programs to run for form design, data 
entry and reporting. 

▼ Operation is all by obscure command keys, a la WordStar. 

DBASE II 

156.35 {relail price) • Centresofl • Oil 625 3399 

The WordStar of database packages. Recently licensed 

'cheaply' for Amstrad machines, dBase II is a market leader 

m business computing. As you would expect, this means it 

is very powerful but very complex. It has a procedure 

language to allow you to wnte programs to manipulate the data. 

and you can construct index files for realty fast access 

to large databases. If you can make the effort to learn it. it'll 

serve you well. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Powerful command language for customised programs 

A Indexing facility makes large databases fast to handle 

A Can handle very big databases 

A The data can be fairly easily altered after its entry 

▼ Manual is daunting (but there are plenty of independent 
books on the market) 

▼ Can't easily alter the screen record layout 

▼ For an expensive package, you still only get 32 fields 
per record 

▼ Generally unfriendly unless you have some 
programming skills 



FIRST BASE 



129.95 'Minerva' 0392 437756 

Billed as a simple database for the first time user. First Base 

is quite a competent cheap card index. The manual is 

computer pnnted. and weak on diagrams which doesn't help 

things. One weakness is gelling printed results out of First Base 

- either you settle for crude lists, or you have to create 

a template in LocoScript which is awkward to do. But overall, it's 

pretty good value for money. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Can alter the index field at any time 

A Simple to use screen editing make data entry easy 

A Good value as a simple card index lookup system 

A Can easily browse through the database picking out a 

set by hand 
T Manual is badly laid out and generally difficult 
T Producing printed output is awkward 

POPULAR RETRIEVE 

£61 + VAT' Sagesoft '0912131555 

A high-power package that is relatively easy to use with 
password security if desired, calculations, automatic counting or 
deletion of sets of records satisfying given conditions. It also 
has sophisticated sort and select commands, and can change 
the structure of an existing database. All this is done by a set of 
commands rather like a programming language. Printed 
formats are rather limited though and the program insists on 
using both drives, making use on an 8256 impractical. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easy to use for a powerful package 

A Advanced sorting and selection commands 

A Subsets can be written to files 

A Can count or delete subsets with one command 

A Labelling/mailmerging routines included 

A Can change structure of existing database 

T Impossibly big program for 8256 

▼ Printed output limited - must use mailmerge 

SCRIPT2BASE/TEXT2BASE 

£29.95 each ' Encyclasoft ' 0270 811890 



Two free-tonn databases to be used with LocoScript and 
Protext respectively. Complete rewrites of FT=DB. the beauty of 
these databases is that you first create all your text on the word 
processor and import it as an ordinary (non-ASCII) text file into 
the database. You then mark all the words you want to see 
indexed as keywords so that you can go on to compile indexes 
and carry out searches. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

A Allows you to organise your collection of discs like an 

encyclopaedia 
A Can construct new files made up of selected parts of 

existing ones 
A Can send any part of a document to the pnnter on a 

line- by-line basis 

▼ No text-editing facilities within the databases themselves 

▼ Dreadful documentation 

SMARTCARD 

£80 + VAT Pecan Software ' 9272 425012 

A conventional card index database which is now the nearest thing 
available to Cardbox . Small and fast, you can son the records, 
index up to three fields and do simple arithmetic in fields. Can 't put 
background text (eg. titles) on records or printouts. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Good clear screens 

A Plenty of on screen help 

A Fast and high capacity 

A Easy to use 

▼ Can't put background text on pnnted reports 
T No way of exporting data for mailmerge 

MICROFILE (SOLD IN THE MICRO 
COLLECTION) 

£49.95 • Saxon Computing • 0964 550697 

Microfile is a well implemented simple database, driven by 
plenty of menus and on-screen prompts. It's fast and has good 
screen control, although it has some size restrictions. Microfile 
comes as pari of a software suite.'The Micro Collection", which 
is good value (Microfile. Micrownte, MicroSpread, Flexilabel and 
Lock-It) 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A The price includes competent word processing, spread 

sheet, labelling and encryption programs 
A Plenty of menus and on screen prompling 
A Very flexible formatting for screen layout and printing 
A Numeric fields can be expressions to be calculated 
A Indexing is fast and can be on several fields 

▼ Maximum number of fields per record is only 20 

▼ Limited facilities for totalling up fields in a database 



EDUCATIONAL 



Educational Software is designed as an aid to 
traditional teaching, not an alternative. Its main 
use is in re-inforcing traditional learning done 
elsewhere and providing the stimulus of a 
different approach. It can also be especially 
useful in rote learning and improving the speed at 
which problems are solved. 



BUSINESS FRENCH 
(GERMAN/ITALIAN/SPANISH) 

£49.95 each 'Apex Computing Services • 027} 727477 

Four language learning packages which enable the Euro- 
conscious professional to get to grips with commercial jargon in 
another tongue. Areas covered are business, technical, travel. 
restaurants, communications and social - all with seperate sub- 
sections to ensure that every eventuality is covered. A basic 
knowledge of the language concerned is, however, essential 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Fun and easy to use 
A Comprehensive range of vocabulary 

▼ Program needs cassettes to be really good 

▼ Some poor screen displays 



IANKEY CRASH COURSE 

£24.95'lamysl'07l6070187 

A fairly traditional typing tutor, taking you through basic keyboard 
exercises. There's a lot of explanatory text, which gets in the way 
second time around. Definitely competent, but a bit boring. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Mostly avoids boring letter drills 

A Very full on-screen information guides you along 

A Fast ' option cuts out some text if it gets repetitive 

▼ Not particularly imaginative use of graphics 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 

2 FINGERS TOUCH TYPING 

£24.95 'lansnf 07 1607 0187 

Despite its provocative name, a useful typing tutor in that it 

specifically caters tor people who can already get by on 

keyboards with two fingers. You are gradually introduced to 

touch typing, so your speed doesn 't drop while you learn Fills a 

necessary slot in the Typing Tutor market. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Suitable for improving two finger typists without much 

drop in speed 
A Full on screen instructions 
A Exercise material is interesting text, not letter drills 

▼ Explanation text is annoyingly verbose In some lessons 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 



GIANTKILLER 



£/7J5 + VAT* Topologika ' 0733 244682 

A mathematics adventure game loosely based on Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Lots of intriguing puzzles which should stimulate any 
student up to GCSE standard. Not the best adventure game 
ever written but great for making mathematics funl 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Puzzles plausibly integrated into scenario 

A Progression of game is simple and welt defined 

A Puzzles introduce a lot of valid mathematics 

▼ Program understands only very simple commands 

▼ Saving a position takes a move - can be fatal 

▼ Won't be of particular help in exams 

ANIMAL/VEGETABLE/MINERAL 
WORLD WISE 

£14.95 ' Bourne Educational ' 0794 523301 

Aimed at the younger market, 7- IS year olds. Both these 
programs worii by learning as the child uses them. Think of an 
objecl and the computer tries to guess it. If it is wrong, the child 
is asked for a question which would allow the PCW to be right 
next lime, and it learns. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Can be used as many times as the child's imagination 

holds out 
A Performance can be analysed by a teacher after a session 
A As you build up a base of objects and questions, they can 

be saved for reuse 

▼ It heeds a lot of typing, hence a lot of supervision 

▼ The PCW starts with only two objects known , so it takes 
time to get going 

▼ Documentation has hardly been altered from cassette 
based versions 

▼ Since it is for young children, more imaginative use of the 
screen would be nice 



BETTER SPELLING 



£16.95 ' School Software Ltd ' 010 353 61 45399 

This is a spelling course aimed at the 8 to adult age group, It 
consists of a series of well organised, short lessons each 
dealing with one topic, like plurals or which version of there 
/their/they're to use in a sentence. The use of the PCW screen 
is rather unimaginative, and doesn't hold your attention. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Well thought out lessons to emphasise particular points 

A Teaches words in a sentence context as well as in isolation 

A Lessons can be picked in any order from a menu 

A Seems to be proof against mischievous key pressing 

▼ Boring use of the screen doesn't grab Interest 

▼ No instructions come as to how to use the program. 

CHEMISTRY/BIOLOGY/PHYSICS 

£22.95 each ' School Software ' 010 353 61 45399 
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It's never been 



easier to use an 
alternative printer 
with your PCW. . . 




L 



•ocoScript 2 together with the new 
Printer Support Pack means better quality and 
faster printing from your PCW. 

There's a whole range of alternative printers you 
can use, from fast, high quality dot-matrix printers or 
daisywheel printers to laser printers. With over 400 
different printers supported there's bound to be one 
which is suitable for you. 

So if you want to print in Spanish or Russian 
on the 9512's printer, the Printer Support Pack 

automatically includes the files you need. 

If the printer you use has a range of built-in fonts 
or additional font cards, the Printer Support Pack 

will allow you to use these in your documents. 



With a suitable 24-pin printer, you'll be able to 
print the full range of LocoScript 2 characters - 
even Greek. Russian and the special scientific 
symbols. You'll also be able to print these using 
LocoScript's full range of character pitches and 
print styles (bold, italic etc). 

Whether you are using a PCW 9512, 8512 or 
8256. the Printer Support Pack (£29.95) gives 
you everything you need to get the best out of your 
alternative printer. 

To find out more about LocoScript 2 and the 
Printer Support Pack, phone Katy Buchan on: 
(0306) 740606. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking. Surrey. 
RH4 1YL 
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These two are fairly traditional question-and-answer tests. You 
are faced with a choice of 10 topics, and then asked 10 or so 
questions each, where you have to lilt in the blank in a 
statement. There are preamble notes beforehand, and if you get 
it wrong you are given a clue. Aimed at 12- 16 year olds 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Questions would challenge a GCSE pupil well 

▲ Preamble notes introduce topics 

▼ The fill in the blank questioning style has little flexibility for 
different answers 

▼ No option to add questions tor a specialised syllabus 

▼ Some careless errors, like incorrect tacts and hard to 
decipher chemical lormulae 

MICRO MATHS 

£24.99 >LCL< 0491 579345 

Supposedly covering 8 lo adult ages. Ihls seems an O-level type 
program, covering topics Irom calculus lo tables A good 
implementation on the PCW with proper use ol the screen. 
Questions are picked at random Irom a pool, so may repeat but 
never run out. Replies lo questions are typed In mathematical 
notation, like X* 2*3 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A You can pause to use BASIC as a calculator while you Ihink 

A Unlimited' question set 

A Comes with a Iree' book ol AEB O level questions 

A Good hints and explanations 

T Ouestions in a topic repeat occasionally 

▼ Some frills, like the clock and beeper, are annoying 

▼ No flexibility to add questions tor a particular syllabus 

AMSTAT 1,2,3,4,6 AND 7 

£28 ■ £40 • SC Coleman Ltd • 0530 J/59/9 

A suite of six statistical routines including a business analysis 
program, forecasting and resource management. Individual 
prices range from £27.95 to £39.95. Very sophisticated, and 
perhaps because of that, a little awkward lor beginners. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Good range ot statistical functions 

▲ Good manual 

A Can produce good quality graphical results 

▼ Some editing procedures very long winded 
T Needs some expertise to use properly 

▼ Weak on checking that input data is reasonable. 

ULTIMATE QUIZ 

£1195 • DwM Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

An educational aid for school age children. Two quizzes on a 

multiple choice format are available on the one disc - one on 

general knowledge and one on the Highway Code. You can play 

against a timer and can set the level of difficulty. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Optional noughts and crosses game included with 

either quiz 
A Incorporates an editing file for easy updating of questions 
A It's very versatile - up to 8 people can play 
A None of the questions are repeated 
T Some ot the questions are a little esoteric 



LANGUAGE TUTORS 



YES CHANCELLOR! 



CROSSGRID 



£14.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

'Crossword puzzles without clues" is how the packaging 

describes this program Instead, a grid of numbers is presented 

to the player, each number representing a loiter. The skill is to 

analyse the possible combinations and produce words. Various 

levels of difficulty mean that it is suitable for all ages - although 

some of the words, even in the lower levels .can be rather 

advanced 

PLUSES MINUSES 

A Easy to install 

A Variety of challenge levels 

A Ideal for lateral thinkers 

A Totally addictive 

▼ No competitive element 

▼ Some very obscure words 

SUPERMATHS 

f/6.95 • Abacus Software •0689 83629 

Specifically designed tor the PCW, this program exercises basic 
numeracy skills in children. Ouestions are asked in quick fire 
volleys ot ten and cover all four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and so on). Scores are automatically recorded. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Special original Test and Worksheet modes included the 

latter is ideal for teachers 
A Very efficient scoring method 
A Numeracy level is very basic 
A New version has enhanced screen displays 
T Some of the questions may start to look familiar after a while 



£19.95 each • Kosmos Software • 05255 3942/5406 

Four programs with identical formats to help you team French. 
Italian. Spanish and German. They can be used lust as 
effectively by students of those languages learning English too. 
Very versatile series ot programs and useful adjuncts to 
conventional language learning. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can edit the lessons yourself to include new words 
A Useful self test option 
A Completely bi lingual packages 
T Purely for vocabulary learning no grammar lessons 
▼ Would have been more useful if they had also included 
audio cassettes 



MATHS MANIA 



116.95 • School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 43399 

For children between the ages of 8 and 12. this program offers 5 
levels of difficulty in multiplication and 2 in division. A very good 
program for exercising basic numeracy skills and for practising 
some mental arithmetic. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Program provides a chirpy feedback on the score of the user 
A Large attractive numbers appear on the screen 

▼ Surprisingly enough, no addition or subtraction exercises 
are provided 

▼ Screens could be made more visually exciting for the 
younger users 

BEHER MATHS 

£16.95 • School Software Ltd • 010 353 61 45399 

A continuation of Maths Mania for the next age group 12 to 16 
year olds. Topics are very varied and cover, among others, 
statistics, simple interest and algebra Each topic consists of a 
series of ten multiple choice questions. At the end of each set. 
the percentage scored is shown. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Realistic level ot difficulty practised 
A Program makes a first class revision aid 

FUN SCHOOL 3 

£24.99 • Database Software • 0625 859444 

A disc for the under-5s. Fun School 3 comprises six games 

which aim to improve the basics of early education - counting. 

matching and recognising letters, and so on. The main character 

is a teddy bear, and his rewards for your good work means that 

he gains a new house, eats ice cream and fills the coffers of his 

piggy bank. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Program has excellent and delightful graphics 

A The basic ideas are orignal] 

A It is of genuine educational value 

▼ The disc is rather slow to load 



JUNIOR PLAYTIME 



£14.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

A sel of ten educational games for the four to eight-year-old 

range. Not school work brought home and made fun, though - 

this is more a test of general ability than general knowledge. 

Games include matching pairs of words, guessing numbers and 

a Maze puzzle. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Plenty of games to choose from 

A Very easy to use 

A Can "edit" certain parts ot the package 

A Includes a score sheet option 

A The graphics are excellent 

T Some games possibly more fun than educational 

▼ No documentation 

SCHOOL'S OUT 

£14.95 • David Greenhough Computing • 0274 636475 

Not so much "out" as nowhere to be seen. The sequel to Junior 
Playtime, aimed at sevens to fourteens, the five games on this 
disc are definitely more games than 'tests' But they do include 
some ot the intellectual 'greats', such as Reversi. (Othello), 
Hangman and Four in a Row (Connect 4). which will stimulate 
thought and reasoning rather than simple reaction. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good selection of games 

A Four or five difficulty levels tor each game 

A Good use of graphics 

A Challenging and fun 

T Documentation is on the disc rather than hard copy... 

▼ . .and is not very clear anyway 



£17.35 1 VAT* Topologica • 0733 244682 

Wait! Don't skip over Yes Chancellor! because it calls itselt an 
"economic simulation" program. Instructive and fun to use, you 
type in your annual budgets/tax rates, public spending, etc.) and 
see your popularity plummet and the economy crash. Great for 
economics classes, also an amusing game in itself. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Simple but effective model of the economy 
A Comes with booklet explaining economic principles 
A Great for teaching economic and political pragmatism 
▼ Can get boring as a game 
T You can't adjust the model of the eonomy, so it can 
be too simple 



COMMUNICATIONS 



Communications is one of the glittering 
areas ot computing, gurus would have you 
believe. It can provide a fascinating hobby 
for 'hackers', but more importantly it is a 
valuable business tool. 

'Electronic mail' is just what it says: you 
use your PCW to send messages, which can 
be documents thousands of words long, to 
others on the electronic mail system. The 
best known system of this kind is Telecom 
Gold, which also allows you to send telexes. 
Another major system is Prestel, which is 
more of an information provider - you can 
read share prices, weather information and 
other news direct from your phone line. 

For any professional service, you pay a 
registration fee, plus a connection charge - 
typically around 10p per minute you use the 
system. Of course, your phone bills are 
extra. For hobbyists there are also 'Bulletin 
boards', which are effectively a kind of 
private electronic mail system run by a 
system operator (a 'sysop' to those in the 
know). 

To use any service, you will need to buy a 
modem and an interface. A modem allows 
you to send computer signals down a phone 
line, and the interface gets the signals from 
your PCW to your modem. The pair will set 
you back £200 or more. Once done, you need 
some software to allow you to send and 
receive data, and it is this software reviewed 
below. 

Electronic mail services just send strings 
of characters to and fro, whereas Prestel is a 
'Viewdata' system, meaning it sends pictures 
and graphics too. Software needs to do 
more to receive Viewdata graphics, so if 
you want to use Prestel make sure your 
software is up to it. 



8256UKM7.COM 

Public domain (ie. free!) 

P.O. software documentation is often poor but this program has 

an above average document file. UKM7 was written 

to support ASCII tile transfers using error correction and as a 

dumb terminal either tor use over the phone or between two 

Amstrads. Between two PCWs file transfer is possible at a 

staggering 3 1 . 250 baud which is even faster than PIPI Easy to 

use for beginners and better than KERMIT, UKM7 provides a 

cheap and excellent way to communications after you've got fed 

up with the PCWs MAIL232- 8256UKM7 is available from the 

Public Domain Special Interest Group, or most bulletin boards 

supporting the PCW machines. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Cheapl (the price of a phone call) 

A Easy to use. and helpful menus 

▼ Modem7 version of Xmodem error checking supported 

▼ Single file and Batch Mode transfers 

▼ 'Quiet" mode for slightly faster transfers (on-line transfer 
progress report disabled) 
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TOTAL ACCOUNTING 



Invoicing, Sales, Purchase & Nominal Ledgers 

"Professionally presented ... professional results ... 
... easy and uncomplicated." - Amsu-ad PCW Magazine 



From: 

• Amslrad User Group - 091-510 8787 

• Caspell Computer - 0202 666155 

• Computaccount - 021-428 1111 

• West of Britain Business Services - 0558 823782 

• Worldwide Software -0602 252113 
and local dealers. 



£84.50 




DEREK ROGERS PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE - 041-334 8902 



p wj5SS rc GRflFl l\j|fZ 
THE MISSING UlPlll 

between MASTERSCAN and MICR0DESIGN2 
outputs MDA files for all MD2 page formats 
will scan a whole A4 page and 
output readable text 

•extra speed/quality options 

•compatible with LOGO and all DTP 

C24.90 Cheque with order to 

PHILOSOFT 

Unit 8, 9 Short St. Colne. Lanes. BB8 SEP 
tel. 0282 870197 



ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 



Every program written by a mathematician who has spent many years in the betting 

industry. Programs that utilise the tried and trusted methods of the professional, not pie in 

the sky theories that fail to pass the test of time. 

FOOTBALL BOXFORM Written by a former pools expert for Uttlewoods. The program has 

forecast over 50% more draws than would be expected by chance. Homes, aways and 

draws shown in order of merit and true odds given for every match. Merit tables show at a 

glance the teams currently In form and those having a lean spell. Australian Pools program 

Included In the price. 

POOLS PLANNER by the same author. Full details given of 369 easily entered block perms 

ranging from 9 to 73960 lines and from 12 to 56 selections. All are accepted by the pools 

firms and are checked In seconds by your computer. 

RACING BOXFORM Course characteristics (built into the program) as well as the form of 

the horses are considerd to speedily produce an order of merit for each race Designed 

for flexibility allowing users to amend the program if they wish. Price still includes the highly 

acclaimed HANDICAP WINNER - more than 1 000 winners every year - over 25% of them at 

5/1 or better. 

PRICES (Tape) £1 5.95 each. £25.95 any two. £35.95 all three For discs please add £2 per 

program. Order two or more and receive FREE a program to work out almost any bet. So 

good it's used by bookies 

Advertised for six years in the sporting and computer press. 

BOXoft CLEVER. .GET THE BEST 

BOXOFT (8P), 65 Allans Meadow Neston, 
South Wirral. L64 9SQ. Cheque/P.O./ 
Access/Visa Tel: 051 - 336 - 2668 



I VISA 



BBC B & MASTER 

AMSTRAD CPC & PCW 

COMMODORE 64/1 28 

SPECTRUMS 



Q6 Components 0995 606060 



PCW 2m Printer extension cable £14.50 * 

3.5" External Teac Disk Drive £76.00 * 

8256 Ram Upgrade £20.00 * 

102 Key "PC Style" Keyboard £99.00 . 

* Plug in and go * 

PCW SPARES AND REPAIRS 

PCW Knobs, Paper Trays, Printheads, Motors, Tractor Feeders 
Key Assemblies, PCB's Cabinet Parts etc. 

Transistors, Capacitors, l/C's, Cables, Connectors etc. 
Remote control handsets for TV's, VCR's etc. 



Callers by Appointment. Cheques I P.O. IL.G.O. only. 

All prices inclusive. 

72, Croston Rd., Garstang, PRESTON PR3 1HR 
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SOFTWARE 



106A Chilwell Road 

Beeston 

Nottingham 

NG91ES 



Tel 

0602 

252113 

(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106A Chilwell Road 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG9 1ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1st Class Post in the UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



Arnhem £14.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £21.95 

Business Controller (Digita) £59.95 

Classic Collection £11.99 

Classic Collection 2 £11.99 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £13.50 

Fun School 3 Under 5 yrs £17.95 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs £17.95 

Fun School 3 Over 7 yrs £1 7.95 

Locoscript II + Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Locoscript 2 £22.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Perfect Touch Typist £19.95 

Popular Retrieve £59.95 

Popular Payroll £59.95 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash) £69 95 
Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator)£14.95 
Trivial Pursuil £14.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus £102.95 

Popular Invoicing £58.95 



PRO SCAN 
ONLY £179.99 



DEREK ROGERS 

TOTAL ACCOUNTING 

ONLY £74.99 



SAGE CASH TRADER 

Ideal for shops, pubs, 

farms etc 

ONLY £89.00 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 




Turn your mouse into a 
digitiser -for just £7.95! 



Do you want to trace photographs and sketches into your 
DTP/graphics package? You need Tracey! This precision- 
moulded transparent puck attaches to your PCWs mouse to 
give a quick visual guide of what you are tracing. Attaches to 
either side of the mouse for left and right handed use. 



* Removable when 
not in use 

* Ideal for AMX, 
Kempston and all 
flat-sided mice 

* Only £7.95 
including VAT 
and p&p 



"Brings greater accuracy to the reproduction of graphic 

images on the PCW " - 8000 Plus, Dec '90 

"If the rule that all the simplest ideas are the best is applied, 

then Tracey gets the prize" - Computer Shopper, Jan '91 

Cheque with order. Trade enquiries welcome. 

SideWise Ltd (Dept 8K), PO Box 4, 
Totnes, Devon TQ9 7EN 
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LASER PRINTING FROM 
LOCOSCRIPT 

Realistic 50p per page. 

Daisywheel: 051-630 2657. _J 

"1 
I 
I 
I 
I 



MOLESEY EDUCATION 



' j W.P. Tuition on PCW's & PCs nationwide 



081-941 1364. 



CONVERSION 

PCW/1BM/MACINT0SH: 

071- 231 1376 

"HYLPUNEr" 

Are you a new or prospective buyer of 

the Amstrad PCW? For free advice on 

any PCW aspect (not too technical!) 

Phone Seaton, (0297) 20456 

7pm/10pm 

(Mon-Sun). Chris Bryant. 



LASER PRINTING 25p/p 

Disk transfer £4.50 

Deskpress Typesetting from £1.50/p. 

SCS, 66a Eastgate, 

Hornsea, HU18 1LW. 

Tel: (0964) 535933 

6 days till 8pm 



RE-CYCLE YOUR 
PRINTER RIBBONS. 

Call Aladdmk 
(08907) 50965. 



UPGRADING TO PC? 

I Data transfers CPC/PCW/CPM/BBC/ ! 
I IBM/Macintosh - 373.575.25" and laser i 
I printing. Details (sae please) MAPEJ (8), i 
Meadow View, Qumta Crescent, Weston J 
J Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7RN. \ 
Telephone: 



"\ r- 



ROUTE FINDER FOR PCW 

j Allows A/B and motorway routes, multiple 
i stops and map generation. 

] Send S.A.E to: M. Frampton. 11 
i Beacon Road, Chatham, Kent. 



0691 778659. 



[DO YOU LIKE SHORT STORIES"?] 

i WORDS is our quarterly magazine sold i 

i in aid of The Children's Hospice Appeal. I 

Sample £1: 

Shaun Peare (8000+), 



i 

23 James Collins Close, 
i 
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MICRODESIGN II 

Version 1.1, original disks, manual and 

AMX mouse, £60 

Tel/Fax: (0373) 813391 



London, W9 3PU. 



T-SHIRT PRINTING 

With your PCW 8256/85 12 for £9.95 

(requires graphics software) 
MGA Softcat (0797) 226601 



rPCW9512 ORIGINAL DISKS] 



FOR SALE 

Bridge Player 2000, Scrabble Deluxe, 

Map Stock Control, Supercalc 2, 

Masterfile 8000, Mini Office 

Professional. New 3' disks 

Phone (0200) 445535 after 6pm 



PCW9512 

Internal 1Mb RAM upgrade, second exter 

nal 3.5' disk drive, covers, software, 

8000 Plus magazines.etc. Very good 

condition, £450. 

Telephone Leamington Spa 

(0926) 831074 

and ask for Simon 



r "simply"w6rdproce"ss1ng" 1 

j This long overdue manual for 8256/8512 ! 



beginners eliminates all unnecessary 

red tape. 

£9.95 from G. Ford, 

312 West Wycombe Road, High 

Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 4AB. 

Includes p&p. 

Allow 1 days delivery. 

STOP PRESS "+" AMX MOUSE 

Masterscan £30 lor both, will split. 
Wanted: early 8000 Plus magazines 
Chris Bailey, 52 Druids Walk, 

Didcot, Oxon, 0X11 7PF. 
Fax: (0235) 819469 (anytime) 

"PCW9512"' 

hardly used. Mini Office Professional plus 
unused ribbon cassette, Gothic and Mini 

Gothic. Printwheels. Maxafit Margin 

Maker, Using the Amstrad PCW9512 by 

John Campbell, £400. 

(0277) 658837 



PCW9512 

j For sale, excellent condition, Locoscript 
2 cp/m, Locomail. Locospell, 
£350 o.n.o. 
i Phone Woking (0483) 728773 



UNUSED MASTERSCAN 

j and Masterpaint £30 o.n.o. Can be used 
with MicroDesign 2 using 
Graflink 2 software 
I Phone 051-339 6923. 



PCW WORDPROCESSING 

Speedy, reliable service. No job too 

large or small. 

Telephone Margaret Nickolls 

(0722) 325802 
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ALL 8000 PLUS ISSUES 

except 29, 39 & 47 ( 2 or 3 clipped) 

Best offer by 9th March. 

■ E. Kille, Sunshine Rectory, Rosslea, 

Co. Fermanagh, BT92 7FH. 

Phone (036575) 206. 



PCW8512 

Excellent condition, ProScan, 
i MicroDesign 2, Mini Office, Fish and 6 rib- 1 
j bons, worth £928, sell for £650 o.n.o. J 

(data disks also available). 
i Tel: (0243) 602427 after 4pm i 



KEMPSTON MOUSE AND 
INTERFACE 

(includes Jeves and Datafax) £32.50. 

Tel/Fax (08045) 3144 
(hold for telephone connection) 



"l i 

■ i 

ii 



CHILD'S PLAY 
i WORDPROCESSOR 

i (8256/8512) suitable 4-12 year olds. * 

j user-id's * passwords * encryption * 

spellings * hangman # etc. 

Only £9.50 from: 

Mike Greenwood, 181 Ceiriog, 

Newtown, Powys, SY16 INN. 

Tel: (0686) 625039 
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! SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 

i for all PCW's: new. unused and cool £40. i 

| Ring Jonathan (0742) 669832 > 

anytime 



-J l. 



ASD 20Mb EXTERNAL 
HARD DISK DRIVE 

complete with compatible cp/m and 

Locoscript software - no more disk 

swapping. Boxed £250. No offers. 

Tel: (0533) 674307 

price includes carriage 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 lor up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or lo pass on 
a message lo olher 8000 Plus readers) 
All olher ads are now classified as Trade 
Advertisements and are charged at £1 per 



word. (Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed lo be a Trade Advertisement 
bul which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with the correct pay- 
ment. We will then place the ad in the next 



available issue (published 2-7 weeks after we 
receive your order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to b.- featured in your advert it must be Includ- 
ed In I he grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 



Name 



Address 



My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 
I enelose payment for £ • delete as applicable 

I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order/ Access/Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



Software Guide 



T Only ASCII, no Viewdata 

T You need lo find a PD software source (eg. use a modem 
and MAIL232 software) 

OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

£19.95 • Database Software * 0625 859444 

Thecomms package is as comprehensive as anything else on 
the market It can display both ordinary text screens and the 
'Viewdata' block graphics used by Prestel. You are ottered baud 
rates trom 75 to 9600, separately set for transmit and receive, 
straight terminal emulation tor use with Telecom Gold, and 
XMODEM and KERMIT file transfer protocols for error-proof 
transfer of long tiles. Would be well worth the money just by 
itself - and of course you're gelling four other very good 
programs as well. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Very comprehensive - a genuinely useful 
comms package 

▲ Ordinary text and 'Viewdata' block graphics 

▲ Can save setups under names and recall them, so you 
only need work out your baud rales/parities once 

A You can set keys to return strings, such as Telecom Gold 
passwords 

▲ Comes precontigured to use Prestel and Telecom Gold 

CHITCHAT E-MAIL/ VIEWDATA/COMBO 

Sagesoft * U9.99im.99im.99 * 091 284 7077 

Two communications programs for the 8000 senes machines 
that have been around for a good time now. Most of the features 
you will need are here: message text editor, preprogramming 
unattended tasks( if you use a suitable "intelligent" modem), 
directory of stored numbers, copy lo pnnter. and a very useful 
connect time clock so you can watch your phone bill climbl E- 
mail is used for simple text phone links like Telecom Gold, 
whereas you 'II need Viewdata it you want to use Prestel. The 
Combo pack contains both E-mail and Viewdata. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good, clear documentation 

A Easy for first timers to use 

A Built in text editor for pre-sending message preparation 

A Pre-definable tasks executable at any preset time if 

unattended. 
▼ No error corrected file transfer (i.e. Xmodem or CRC) 

DIALUP 

£72.40* PMS Communications* 021-64) 7688 

Offers both E-mail and Viewdata operations. Very easy to use. 

and offers an XMODEM transfer protocol unlike Sage ChitChat. 

It you are buying a modem too there are some 

cut-pnce bundled deals to be had, eg. the Miracle Technology 

WS4000 modem. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 



BASIC NEEDS 



Simple to use 

Comprehensive file transfer commands, including 

XMODEM and the Increasingly popular KERMIT 

Runs from the M drive 

Manual is not PCW specific, and the references to 

5.25" discs are tedious 



PROGRAMMING 



Programming languages come as either 
'compilers' or 'interpreters' - compilers pre 
process the program into machine code, so 
are much faster. The PCW's standard 
Mallard BASIC and LOGO are both 
interpreters. Compilers are generally more 
cumbersome 

to use than interpreters, but have various 
benefits for serious programmers. 

If you use a specialised programming 
language and have any comments that 
would help us compile a good software file 
entry for it, we would be pleased to hear 
from you. 



£9.95 (£5 to RS1.1) * Lux flan Software * 
0726850820 

A BASIC bundle for programming buffs, which requires a 

small amount of foreknowledge to operate. Consists of five files 

that can be run under Mallard BASIC, including FRED, the 

FrlendlyText Editor, which is an extremely agile and 

versatile tile editor and program editor. Basic Needs is 

excellent value for money. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Uses of LocoScript keys 

A Easy to use 

A Loads of features 

▼ Documentation poor 



HISOFTC 



(49.95* HiSoft* 0525 718181 



A very good C compiler, fast, produces good compact code. It 
comes complete with the HiSoft Integrated text editor ED60. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Compiles program into ordinary CPM COM file 

A Produces compact code 

A Fast and inexpensive 

A Comes with integrated text editor 

▼ No floating point arithmetic 



(49.95 'Amor* 07)) 



Good compiler with lloaling point arithmetic, but not as last or as 

cheap as HiSott C. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent integrated text editor 

▲ Floating point arithmetic 

▼ Cumbersome to produce .COM files, needs special run 
lime support program 

▼ HiSoft C is faster and cheaper 



(5195* Advantage '0242 224140 

Amencan C compiler. A fuller package, including text editor. 
graphics and tutorial comes at £49.95. Also machine code 
assembler and examples, available separately for £8.95 each. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Features an excellent C tutorial 

A Comprehensive implementation and massive manual 

▼ Nol for the newcomer to programming 



PASCAL 80 



(49.95 'Hisoft '0525 718181 

A standard full Pascal compiler that produces compact code. 
Comes with the ED80 text editor and a stand alone 
programmers editor. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Well inlegrated text editor - when you hit a compilation 

error you are returned to the correct point to edit it 
A Short compilation time, economical on memory 
▼ Manual makes no attempt to teach you Pascal 

HISOFT FORTH 

(19.95 'Hisoft' 0525 718181 

Forth is an unusual language, somewhere between assembler and 
C. This is one of the few compilers available for the PCW. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Comes with a Forth editor 

A Quick and efficient implementation 

T Manual doesn't teach you Forth 



THE VICAR 



(29.95' lanspf 071-607 5844 

A programming tool for serious programmers. If you have a 
several-hundred line program held in several files on a disc, you 
can lose track of which variables are used where. The VICAR 
produces a concordance listing and other diagnostics, to help 
you find bugs and maintain the program. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Easy to use but still flexible through use of options 

A Amslrad versions all at a special low price 

A Good manual 

▼ Only of value on large programs 

▼ Limited value to most PCW users (except BASIC buffs) 



ALL YOU EVER... 

(29.95 *CP Software* 099) 82)46) 

Program is ridiculously entitled All You Ever Wanted To Know 
About Graphics, the Universe and Everything on the PCW 
8256/85 12 but were Afraid to Ask. It's for the expehenced 
programmer who needs fast, smoothly flowing and professional 
looking graphics output. It has a library of machine code 
routines which you can use in any language from Mallard Basic 
to machine code. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A You can produce professional standard graphics 
A Demo programs included on the disc 
A Routines are very wide ranging 
A Excellent value tor money 

A New routines of latest version concerned with printer 
control 

▼ Not recommended for beginners 

▼ Cumbersome to use from Basic 

DEVPAC80 MKI1 

£49.95 Hisoft 0525 718181 

Version 2 of the PCW hacker's first choice of development 
system. Substantially upgraded trom the original with a new 
quite poweiiul debugger, and a Mini Officetstyle main 
menu from which to run the individual utilities or your own 
finished programs. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Powerful assembler producing REL or COM tiles 
A Good hex facility for Basic programmers 

▼ Text editor antiquated and clumsy 

▼ Weak monitor 



(49.95 'Amor* 07)) 68909 

CP/M machine code development system incorporating an 
editor, assembler and monitor. It will allow you to disassemble 
any of the memory banks including extra memory on M dhve. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Very versatile assembly language programming 

environment 
A Flexible monitor capable of bank switchng, conditional 

breakpoints and symbolic debugging 
A Tailored to meet all CP/M Plus programming requirements 
A Program can't cope with some undocumented Z80 

instructions 
A Program assumes basic familiarity with the Z80 assembly 

language 

M0DULA2 . 

(54.95* Hisoft '0525 718181 

A compiler. Modula-2 is the successor to Pascal, good for large 
programs requiring separate compilation, complete with text 
editor. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Full Implementation with extensions. 

A Includes libraries of predefined modules 

A WordStar type screen editor included 

▼ Compilation process is longwinded and not for beginners 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues with the categories of 
SPREADSHEETS GRAPHICS and GAMES. The 
month after will cover WORD PROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS. UTILITIES and DTP, and the 
month after that it's back to this month's 
topics. Our intention is to keep publishing the 
three parts of the guide in rotation, updating it 
each month to include all new products. If you 
would like to see other sections of the guide, 
back issues of 8000 Plus are available at £1.75 
each. Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant errors or omissions in the file as 
published, please let us know. We intend to 
maintain it as THE authoritative guide to PCW 
software. 



March 91 81 
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SCHOOLS OUT/JUNIOR PLAYTIME 

Two games from DGC Software . 
Schools Out comprises Hangman, 
Wordsearch, Junior Crossgrid, Four 
in a Row and Reversi for the 7-14 
year old. Junior Playtime has 10 fun 
games for the 4-8 year old. 
8000+ Value Verdict 17/20 
RRP £14.95 each 

Schools Out £1 0.99 Order No.861 9 

Jr. Playtime £1 0.99 Order No.8620 

Price for both £1 9.99 Order No.8621 

THE SOFT OPTION 

Compiled by our own team this is 
available exclusively through 8000 
Plus.Comprising .CUT files (clip art) 
for Micro Design ii. FREDA.BAS, a 
MALLARD BASIC file editor and 
DWBAS, a BASIC extension, and a 
host of other goodies. 
OUR PRICE £5.95 
Order no.861 6 



TOUCH AND GO 

Touch and Go, recently reviewed 
in issue 47, is a no-frills, 
no-nonsense package that 
should speed up the most 
ham-fisted of typists. 
R.R.P. £24.95 
OUR PRICE £14.95. 
Order no.861 8 
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COPY HOLDER 

A handy accessory, easy to fit, easy 
to use and easy to buy. Not only 
does it make typing easier but also 
keeps the desk tidy. 
Just fill in the form. 
OUR PRICE £9.99. 
Order no.861 7 



FUN SCHOOL 3 

The best-selling education package 
now available for the PCW. Separate 
packs for the under 5s, 5-7 yrs and over 
7s. With 6 games in each pack and con- 
forming to the National Curriculum: 
8000+ Value Verdict 18/20 
R.R.P. £24.99 

Our Price £19.99 

U 5s Order No..8623 

5-7s Order No.,8624 

Over 7s. Order No. .8625 
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THE COMPLETE HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

A CDS compilation that brings clas- 
sic pub games to your own living 
room. 

Backgammon, Darts Dominoes, 
Video Card Arcade, and Wordsearch 
all at your fingertips for 
that rainy day. 
R.R.P. £19.95 
OUR PRICE £13.95.' 
Order no.8611 
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THE 8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

Ex-editor Rob Ainsley has put 
together the best hints and tips from 
4 years of your favourite magazine. 
Essential reading for all our readers. 
Now only available on Disc. 

DISC PRICE £14.40 

Order no.8603 



8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excuse! 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.8004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

L0C0FILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256/8512, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free wallchart 
and a T-shirt with this package. 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 
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MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highlighter pens^ 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no.8610 

5.25 INCH DISK DRIVE 

This PACE disk drive is the answer 
to your incompatibility problems, 
and gives you the benefits of 800k 
disc capacity. It comes complete 
with TDOS which allows MSDOS or 
PCDOS data to be transferred to 
your PCW. 
R.R.P. £189.99 
OUR PRICE £145 
order No. 8622 
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CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29.9 
Order no. 8081 
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8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 
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POSTCODE 



PHONE NUMBER 



DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


ORDER NO 




















TOTAL 







Method ol payment (please circle) 
Credit card no 



Access Visa Cheque PO 



Expiry date 



Please make cheques payable to Future Publishing 

No stamp required it posted in the UK Channel Islands or the Isle of man 

For overseas orders call Kelly on 04S8 74011 



Send this form to 
8000 PLUS 
Future Publishing Ltd, 
Frecpost, Somerton, 
TA11 7BR 
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Distributed exclusively in the UK by: 

LOGI'STICK UK LTD 

13 Denington Rd 
Wellingborough 
Northants. NN8 2RL 

CREDIT CARD 
SPEEDLINE 

for orders for payment by 
Access or Visa, telephone: 

0933 79300 










Copies @ Total Name: ... 

1 4 -95 Address: 

14.95 

14.95 

14.95 



Please supply: 

Buran ref.OMKI (8256/8512/9512) 

TerraCOm ret. OMK2 (8256/8512/9512) 

Grand Slam ref.OMK3 (8256/8512/9512) 

Sir Perceval ref. OMK4 (8256/8512 only) 

Post& Packing - UK: £1.50; overseas £3.50 Postcode: 

Total enclosed - cheque/ postal order no for Client No 

Plea se debi my Access/ Visa Account Machine type: 8256 □ 8512 □ 9512 □ 

If you do not wish to deface your magazine, 
please use a photocopy of this coupon or 
enclose full details on plain paper. Thank you 



No: 

Expiry date: month 

signed 



| year 





Postscript 

Itching to say something? Well you've come to the right place! 

This month's postbag brings a variety of comments - including the good, the 
bad, and the positively indifferent. We've got ribbon reposts, keyboard qualms. 
Cracker queries and much, much more! So, make yourself comfortable, and 
read on. Send your letters to Postscript, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath 
BA1 2BW. We cannot, unfortunately, reply to all correspondence personally. 
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2 in 1 

We feel we must respond lo the quite 
appalling review given to Version 2 of 
our 2 in l software for PCW. 
As a major PCW software developer 
and advertiser, we do not expect any 
editorial favours or bias. We do, 
however expect fairness, balance, 
professional standards of comment and 
factual accuracy. None of these were 
exhibited by the above article. To say 
that it rather missed the point would be 
an drastic understatement. 2 in I is. and 
always was. principally a PCW - 
PC/MS-DOC file transfer utility. 
Version 2 provides a much improved 
user interface and complementary 
abilities to manipulate PCW files and 
discs which we considered would be 
useful, and appreciated, as built-in 
functions. The extremely positive 
feedback we are getting from our 
customers and dealers suggests this is 
indeed so. 

Your reviewer, however, appeared 
to virtually dismiss the main PCW - PC 
facilities as unremarkable and appeared 
obsessed with comparisons with CP/M 
utilities and the use of CPC discs - a 
minor feature added as an "extra" at the 
request of our testers. 

This, we feel, presented a very poor 
and unbalanced view of the program. A 
typical example is the timing of file 
copying operations with LocoScript and 
CP/M's PIP. in which 2 in I performed 
about twice as slowly. This is accurate, 
and fair comment. What was not fair, 
however, was to not then explain why - 
that 2 in I is designed and optimised for 
MS-DOS format transfers, at which it is 
extremely fast. It was not designed to be 
a fast CP/M file copier, but a convenient 
one. We find it quite astounding that no 
tests of the program in its main role as a 
PCW - PC transfer program appear to 
have been conducted! 

This is all bad enough, but the 
article is littered with factual 
inaccuracies. For example, 2 in l will 
not format a disc in I78K. Not just that, 
but it compounds the folly by saying 
that discs formatted in this way cannot 
be read by a PCW8256! This is 



imaginative fiction, not journalism. 

Your reviewer appears determined 
to prove his case that 2 in l is 
unnecessary. To do so. further non-facts 
are given. For example, 
"The formal command, like CP/M's 
DISCKIT which you have already, will 

happily format a disc as a 360K or 

720K disc (depending on whether the 
switch on the back of the attached drive 

is set to 40 or 80 tracks) " 

i) DISCKIT will NOT format discs to 
360K or 720K MS/PC - DOS formats, 
ii) 2 in l is designed to format both 
360K and 720K discuss on a non- 
switchable 80-track drive. In fact, using 
a 40/80 switchable drive will not work, 
and may damage the drive. If any 
customers do so as a result of reading 
your article, we shall instruct them to 
pass claims for damage to you. 
Another damaging lie is the quite 
amazing statement (hat 
"When you buy a drive, it usually 
comes with adequate software very 
similar to 2 in l anyway, free" 
i) Most drives are sold by Compact 
Micros. They do not supply any free 
software. Pinboard computers do not. 
Silicon City supply a relatively 
expensive Shareware program for the 
PC. not the PCW, while Pace supply a 
very simple file copying utility - neither 
of these is remotely "similar to 2 in l". 
ii) Even where such software is 
supplied, it is often not adequate. A 
large number of our customers have it. 
and want 2 in I because it is 
substantially difference and better at 
what it does. 

These are just two examples; there 
are others. In short, the content and 
approach of the article suggests that the 
reviewer did not use the program in any 
substantial or representative way. nor 
even properly read the manual. 

If 2 in l was a mediocre program 
which received a fair but justifiably 
poor review, we would not object. This, 
however, is simply not so. Don't take 
our word - take our customers'! 

The three main suppliers of drives - 
Compact Micros. Pinboard Computers 
and Silicon City - have all reviewed the 
program for themselves, and have 
reached rather different conclusions to 



yours. All three are selling and 
supporting the program as a major 
enhancement to the capabilities of their 
drives. From the sales and general 
comment from both their customers and 
ours, their conclusions would appear lo 
be rather more accurate than your 
reviewer's. If you would like an 
unbiased, commercial opinion of the 
produce, I suggest you ask them! 

Your magazine has a position of 
some power in the PCW marketplace. 
We know from customer response in the 
past that comment and review in 8000 
Plus does have a considerable influence. 
I would suggest that you should 
urgently consider the responsibility that 
this level of influence imposes. 

2 in I is an important product, both 
for us and for the market. Your article 
has done a great disservice, to the extent 
that it grossly misrepresents the 
program's nature and capabilities. 
Colin B Foster, 
Moonstone Computing, Clydebank 

Rob Ainsley replies: As an experienced 
reviewer I hale lo admit I'm wrong, but 

I fully accept most of Mr Foster's points 
and apologise to our fax machine for 
the ensuing jam of correspondence . 
Having had a little more lime to re- 
evaluate the program I think ratings of 
415 for range of features and 515 for 
performance - making the total value 
for money rating 17 120. That dud 
information about formats actually 
came from some now rather old hack- 
copies of 8000 Plus, so we're happy to 
print the truth. 

The only thing I would take issue 
about with you is the "CPC obsession" 
tag - the same space in the review 
was devoted to the CPC as to the PC. 
which doesn't look to me like an 
obsessive imbalance. 

8000 Plus: Further to Robs 
comments, we would like to add that in 
the next Utilities section of the Good 
Software Guide, we will be giving the 
program an extended appraisal, and of 
course, will include the upgraded 
ratings specified above. In the 
meantime, we apologise for any 
information which was misleading. > 
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On a recent visit to my local computer 
shop I was advised that certain versions 
of the Amstrad 8000 printers should not 
be attached to certain issues of 
PCW8000 VDU's otherwise damage 
will result to the internal chips. Please 
can you confirm that all 8256 and 8512 
printers are interchangeable and that all 
issues of 9512 are compatible with other 
9512s. 

I feel sure that an 8526 printer 
would work on my 85 12 but I am 
reluctant to try it. 
P J Feast, Reddilch 

8000 Plus: We tried to approach 
Amstrad for this one, Mr Feast, hut they 
proved to be their usual unhelpful 
selves. As far as we know, there is no 
reason why you cannot switch printers 
between 8000 series models; we do so 
quite frequently here in our office, with 
no harmful effects. The only possible 
reason which we can think of as to why 
you shouldn't carry out such an 
exchange is if you are attempting to 
swap a printer between a PCW of 
German or Spanish birth, and one made 
in the UK. 



You're Nikked! 

1 would like to correct an error in your 
February review of Graflink. 
".... new desktop publishing programs 
have come on the scene - like Micro 
Design 2 for instance - offering exciting 
new features, but totally unable to 
handle picture files from Masterscan." 
"Micro Design 2 and Masterscan can 
now work together, thanks to Graflink". 
"For those people wanting to use 
Masterscan with DTP packages, 
Graflink is a must." 

The original Masterscan program 
can save picture files in a variety of 
different graphics file formats, including 
what it calls "DTP" format. This is the 
"GRT" file format used by the Desktop 
Publisher program, and Micro Design 2 
can load graphics files in this format. It 
is not, therefore, necessary to have 
Graflink in order to use Micro Design 2 
with Masterscan and we have an 
enormous number of users who have 
been combining the two systems for a 
very long time. 

The only advantage of Graflink is 
that is uses the Masterscan hardware to 
scan a longer image than was previously 
possible with the original software. 

Secondly, some confusion 
seems to have arisen as a result of the 
way in which last month's official press 
release about the new Micro Design 2 
package for the IBM PC was combined 
with unofficial information about a 
supported new PCW release. The 
statement that a package called Micro 
Design 3 is 'in production' is 
completely untrue. We can state 
categorically that although all of our 
products are under continuous 



development, we do not intend to 
release a new version of Micro Design 
for the PCW in the near future. 

We can also confirm that both 
Micro Design 2 and ProSCAN work 
with Cirtech's new 'Sprinter' boards. 
There are some small anomalies with 
keyboard repeat and scanning speeds, 
but these do not significantly affect 
program performance. 
Nik Holmes, Creative Technology 

8000 Plus: Consider us corrected. Mr 
Holmes. 



Draft excluder 

Can you tell me how to get a screen 
dump to printer in CP/M et al in draft 
quality? The toggled choice on the PTR 
line appears to select 'draft' quality but 
the printout persists to be in NLQ, 
wasting both time and ribbon. Is the 
problem: 

1 . Some shortcoming in the software, 

2. a deliberate ploy by shareholders in 
re-inking firms. 

3. a job for SID (shudder, shudder) or, 
most likely, 

4. an idiot computer operator? 
The second matter relates to 
"Listings". Not being a programmer 
at any level of competence, I can 
imagine that one of the problems 
facing those with both time and skill is 
to find a useful function for which 

to write a program! Would you 
therefore be interested in publishing 
suggestions from illiterate (in BASIC 
terms) readers who have the idea but 
lack the know how? 

For example, I imagine it would not 
be too difficult to construct a small 
program which would record petrol 
purchases in litres plus odometer 
readings and produce a running 
statement of mpg. 

Thank you for your time and 
for masterminding such a good 
magazine. Would that it were 
fortnightly so that there was less of 
a wait to pounce on the postman for 
the next edition!. 
F R Peacock, Essex 

8000 Plus: Screen dumping does not 
actually adhere to the usual criterion 
observed by normal document printing. 
So. when you see that 'draft' is selected 
on the PTR line, it is actually 
misleading. A screen dump is a dot by 
dot reproduction of the information 
which you have on the monitor, and the 
process, unfortunately, cannot be made 
any less time - or ink - consuming. 
Sorry about that! 

As for the idea about a kind of 
ideas/solutions pool for BASIC 
programs, you have a good point; 
some such enquiries find their way 
in to the pages ofTipoffs. but the sheer 
volume of correspondence which we 
receive for those pages means that many 
readers are left with their problems 
unsolved. What do other readers think? 



Bonjour...Salut..Hola! 

I own an Amstrad PCW 85 12 with 
LocoScript 2. 1 am interested in 
obtaining Thesaurus programs in French 
and Spanish which I can use on my 
Amstrad. 

Can you tell where I should look to 
find any such program suitable for use 
on my machine. 
E W Hawkins, North Humberside 

8000 Plus: As far as we know, there are 
no such programs currently available 
for the PCW. There is an English 
thesaurus produced by Three Inch 
Software (081 546 2754), and there was 
also one within the now upgraded Mini 
Office Professional. General opinion, 
however, seems to be that it is cheaper, 
easier and indeed quicker, to use a 
paperback version. ..unless, of course, 
anyone out there knows different! 



Ribbon race 

With regard to your excellent article. 
Refresher Course, regarding the use of 
"Re-Ink" by Lateral Developments, 
diligent search through the magazine 

failed to produce their address 

(Nor could British Telecom). 
Could you kindly let me have it? 
Rosemary Rawlins, High Wycombe 

8000 Plus: But of course. A can of Re- 
Ink can be obtained by writing to 
Lateral Developments. Freepost. Poole, 
Dorset BH ! 5 2BR. 



Key-bored 

It is now nearly 3 years since I last 
wrote to you, during which time I have 
continued to use my PCW8512 with 
great success. 

Recently, a friend loaned me his PC 
complete with 80286 processor and 
LSPC package. 

I have now used the machine for 
about three weeks and although it has 
obvious advantages in terms of speed 
and in-built facilities (database etc.), it 
also has certain disadvantages from an 
operational point of view. 

In truth. I have only ever had one 
serious complaint about the 85 1 2 (forget 
the speed because, at the end of the day. 
my daisy wheel only prints out at 20 cps 
anyway!!) and that is the keyboard. It 
has a total lack of 'feel'. My question to 
you, as the great Amstrad Oracle, is, has 
any bright soul come up with a decent 
compatible (clicky) keyboard to work 
with the Amstrad, and if so. would 
you please supply me with the 
necessary details. 

I would be delighted to give MS 
DOS the order of the boot (pun partly 
intended) once and for all!! 

Please continue with your excellent 
magazine. 
A J Helstrip, Cranleigh, Surrey 

8000 Plus: Sharpen those hobnails, Mr 



Helstrip.for good news is on its way. A 
bright soul has come lo the rescue of all 
- and there are many - of you who are 
unhappy with the native PCW keyboard. 
Turn to our News Plus pages for more 
details, and stand by for a good oT 
8000 Plus review of the new product 
next month! One more word of advice; 
don't get your cheque book out just yet: 
we may just have some of the new 
keyboards to give away... 



Overloaded? 

Having read with great interest 8000 
Plus, featuring attractive items such as 
the Vortex hard disc and earlier, the 
Pro-Scan package, 1 have a concern 
which, as far as I am aware has not 
been tackled. 

Like me, I suspect that many users 
of Micro Design 2 will also be users of 
a mouse. That's fine if you also use a 
24-pin printer, especially if it is the 
AMX rodent, as that mouse interface 
has a through port. At this point a major 
problem appears to arise. 

How do you link up the interfaces 
for ProSCAN and a hard disc as well? 
The interface for my printer has no 
through port and making the far from 
reasonable assumption that the other 
interfaces did then how could you 
recommend fixing this 'trunk' to the 
computer expansion socket so that it 
didn't wave about? 
T P A Day, Newport Pagnell, Bucks 

8000 Plus: It seems as though you must 
continue the juggling act until such time 
as a remedy is found. ..which , you'll be 
pleased to hear, is not too far in the 
future. See News Plus for more details.' 



Opting out? 

I have today received my long awaited 
copy of the 8000 Plus Soft Options disc. 
As I only have an Amstrad 95 12 single 
drive, I am unable to make the 
necessary copy of this disc in either 
LocoScript or CP/M. Please advise 
G Smallman, Herts 

8000 Plus: Certainly. All you need to 
do is to put your CPIM disc into the 
drive, type in '8000 copy' at the prompt, 
and then follow the step by step 
instructions on screen. Incidentally, for 
all you other Soft Options disc owners, 
there will be a special 'clinic' in next 
month's issue lo help you navigate your 
way through the programs on the disc. 



A cut above 

8000 Plus is full of so many good things 
that one cannot throw away a single 
copy and even with binders it takes up a 
good deal of space. So I have 
committed the ultimate sin and cut out 
what I think to be the most interesting 
and useful pages, putting them into a 
ring binder, divided into sections under 



the headings (so far) of "Basic. Listings. 
LocoScript, Maintenance and Tip-offs". 

That done, I have prepared an 
index, so that should I need to refresh 
my fast-failing seventy year-old 
memory on some particular point, I can 
have the binder within easy reach and 
look it up rapidly. 

Not that I have thrown away what is 
left - I may wish to check an advert or 
something of the sort in the future - but 
those remainders can now be stored 
carefully in some slightly less 
accessible place. 

I make no claim for inventiveness, 
nor would suggest that those are the 
only possible section headings - they 
just happen to suit me at the present 
time. Keep up the good work. 
C H Simmons, Wallingford, Oxon 

8000 Plus: Aaagh! Sacrilege! 
No, seriously, thanks for telling 
us and others about your ingenious 
indexing system, Mr Simmons. For 
those who cannot bear to dismember 
their copies of the magazine, they 
can use the annual index (last published 
in our September 1990 issue) to 
pinpoint certain features or articles. 
The next one is due in a mere six 
months' time, but if anyone would 
like the latest one. an SAE 
despatched to our offices in Bath 
will bring you a copy. 



Tipping down 

I received acknowledgement of 
my subscription to 8000 Plus and 
received the The 8000 Plus Tips 
Collection, which reads interestingly 
enough, however, when I place the 
disc into my PCW8256, 1 cannot get 
any response except the message 
"Not a Locoscript Document". I 
booted up in Loco 1 and Loco 2 with 
similar messages coming through. 
Is there something 1 should be 
doing? Or is it the disc? 1 await in hope 
for your reply please. 
Tom Flanagan, 
St Albans, Herts 

8000 Plus: All you need to do is to boot 
the PCW up with CPIM - and then 
follow the instructions in the booklet. 
Here's to many an hour of successful 
experimentation! If anyone else would 
like to obtain a copy of the Tips 
Collection, turn to our catalogue of 
Special Offers on page 82 of this issue. 



Mouse in the house? 

My Department has Amstrad PCW 
8256s and last year we bought an 
AMX mouse with the Stop Press 
desk top publishing package - which 
we were very pleased with. 
However, we have since 'lost' 
the small black roller ball from the 
bottom of the mouse that makes the 
mouse move along - so we are unable 
to use it. 



Can you please advise us if we can get a 

replacement, and where from. 

Jane Cheasley 

I T Teacher, 

Cotham Grammar School, Bristol 

8000 Plus: This is a problem which 
seems simple enough to solve, hut is 
quite likely to be very difficult! You 
could try contacting the manufacturers, 
hut it's odds on that they will tell you to 
buy a whole new mouse. Perhaps some 
of our readers can help? 



Seeing stars 

Until I read the excellent articles by Ms 
Karen Donaghay revealing the 
mysteries of "Cracker II" in recent 
issues, the Cracker manual had been as 
useful to me as an ashtray on a motor- 
cycle. The articles were easy to follow, 
even by me, and 1 got my spreadsheet 
with only a few stumbles. But my pride 
in the new creation was shattered when 
instead of total figures for the year and a 
grant total, I saw two rows of stars. 
These. 1 decided, were a macro and 
there is the rub - or perhaps I should 
say I cannot decide how to rub them out 
and substitute some nice familiar digits. 

May I ask Ms Donaghay to 
interpret and reveal the secret for me. 
Knowing that the system is correct and 
that mastery of 'macro' will disclose 
some hidden joy. is not much help 
at the moment. 
F C Dorey 
North Harrow, Middx. 

8000 Plus: You'll be pleased to learn 
that nothing so complicated or awesome 
as the Mighty Macro is responsible for 
your row of stars, F.C. Believe it or not. 
what is happening is actually an 
example of Cracker prompting you to 
correct a 'human' error, and it is, we're 
afraid, one such error which is in 
evidence here. When a formula is used 
in your spreadsheet. Cracker checks 
that every cell mentioned in that 
formula actually contains a value. If it 
doesn't, the program 'reminds' you to 
enter a value by displaying stars in the 
neglected areas. 

So. all you have to do is lo go hack 
and fill in the figures, and your problem 
will be solved. 



Take heed... 

1 have recently bought a PCW 8256 and 
in the two weeks that I have had it I 
must say that I am more than pleased 
with it. But 1 am not writing merely to 
sing the praises of Amstrad's machine. I 
have a cautionary tale to tell. 

For a while I looked around for a 
word processor and sought the advice of 
"experts" on the matter. These "experts" 
were salesman, shop owners and 
managers and so on. I know little about 
worked processors and so relied on the 
guidance of these people very heavily. 

In trying to decide between the >• 
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range of products on offer lo my fairly 
limited budget I asked about various 
aspects of them and found myself 
thinking that there was little difference 
between the top of the range processors 
such as the 8256 and its rivals. 

How wrong I was and, perhaps, 
more importantly how wrong the 
"experts" were. 

I asked the advice of people in 
computer, office suppliers, department 
stores, electrical goods shops etc etc and 
none of them were aware of the 
functions the 8256 could perform in 
addition to word processing. I even put 
the question specifically to some of 
them: "Can you program it with 
business software, games, graphics 
programs?" The answer was the same 
from each of them "It's just a word 
processor". "Have you got a brochure'.'", 
1 enquired. None of them had one. 

And so. knowing no better, I 
believed them. In fact. I was on the 
verge of buying one of the more 
expensive typewriters when, quite by 
chance, I came upon 8000 Plus in the 
local newsagents. A whole magazine 
devoted to "just a word processor"? I 
looked inside and discovered that the 
PCW8256 could do all I wanted it to - 
and more! 

So, as I leam to find my way around 
my 8256. be warned Amstrad: there are 
a lot of retailers out there who ought to 
know better about the capabilities of 
your PCWs and there must be a fair 
number of lost customers sitting at their 
typewriters with their miniature screens 
and word processor functions who 
weren't as fortunate as me. 

And thank you, 8000 Plus, for the 
eleventh hour rescue. 
Jason Daines, Soulhcote, Reading 

8000 Plus: And all because the 
salesman loves. ..commission. 



Back in a minute 

I have been using an Amstrad 85 1 2 for 
several years. Over this time 1 have 
accumulated 30 or so discs each of 
which contains either the 'top or the 
'back-up' copy of files I wish to keep. 
As these files become older and the time 
since they were last put onto disc 
longer. I worry that the data may 
become corrupted by the weakening of 
the magnetic signal. Assuming that this 
is a real problem. I could, of course, 
enter LocoScript and call up each file in 
turn and then, by pressing edit, lay it 
down again afresh, but this would be 
extremely tedious and time-consuming. 
More simply I could copy each disc in 
turn, but even this is time-consuming 
and would require all the discs to be 
re-labelled! 

Years ago, when working a 
mainframe, we used to have a small 
program that automatically called up all 
our data files in turn, read them and re- 
files them simply in order to bring their 
'date-stamp' up to date. Is there any 
such program that could be used with 



LocoScript files which would simply 
work its way through all the files on a 
disc without any intervention from me? 
Andy Slillman 
Dorchester 

8000 Plus: Opening all the files again 
will not prevent the problem which you 
are worried about. Andy: the editing 
process refreshes data, but not the 
disc's address marks, which are vital to 
the preservation of your files. We spoke 
to Dave Smith (the Disc Doctor) about 
this one. and he strongly advises that 
however laborious it may seem, the only 
sure way to protect your data is to copy 
the files on to another disc, and then 
reformat the original. This will ensure 
that the address marks are refreshed, 
and your data is well and truly 
protected. The only thing is. that you 
really need to do this about once every 
four months for absolute peace of mind 
about the safety of stored information. 
The other tip is. of course, to make 
sure that your discs are stored in the 
most ambient conditions possible - put 
them anywhere near the source of a 
strong magnetic signal, and you're 
asking for trouble! 



Gifted? 

I have a PCW 8256. unexpanded, with 
the standard printer. As I had Micro 
Design 2 from Santa, the standard 
memory restricts the use somewhat. 
However. I have been offered a hard 
disc drive salvaged from redundant 
equipment, and would like to know if it 
is possible to fit it to my PCW. I am told 
that it is a Bull 585. and that is all the 
info I have. Perhaps you could tell me if 
it is possible to fit this bit to my PCW. 
and perhaps how. I think your magazine 
is great - I only wish I had read it before 
I bought my machine from Dixons. 

Several of your advertisers would 
have supplied the same machine and 
software for a lot less loot. 
Robin A Clarke 
Newark, Notts. 

8000 Plus: Unfortunately, you will not 
be able to use the hardware that you 
have been given. Mr Clarke. Bull 
manufacture hardware for mainframe 
systems, and it is not PCW compatible. 
It looks as though you 'II either have lo 
expand your 8256, or look out for a 
moderately priced hard drive (such as 
the new Vortex 2000 from SCA Systems, 
reviewed in our February 1991 issue! in 
the pages of 8000 Plus. Sorry! 



Ink trials 

"It's not difficult, it's not messy, and it 
will save you money". Fine. Contacted 
Caspell Computer (full page ad on the 
inside back cover), my telephone order 
for Re-Ink came by the next morning's 
post. Very good. 

Saturday afternoon, kitchen table 
covered with newspaper, three 8256 



ribbon cassettes carefully opened and 
strategically laid out. A good long shake 
and check illustration 4. Nothing but air 
from the nozzle. Carefully raise one end 
of a cassette and pump again. Eureka!! 
Black Jet on to the ribbon, also black 
fluid filling the recess at the top of the 
canister and oozing between the finger 
of the right hand. Swarfega to the rescue 
and pinch the rubber gloves reserved for 
washing up. 

The beast will only operate at an 
angle of a few degrees from the vertical. 
After a few pumps it seizes up. further 
vigorous shakes restore movement. 
Aiming the nozzle is quite tricky and 
the cassette must be held at an angle of 
not less than 45 degrees. The amount of 
goo running down the outside of the 
canister seems to be greater than that 
getting on the ribbon. 

Taking into account the price of 
replacement rubber gloves, the 
unpleasantness of the spray getting up 
one's nose, my handkerchief (which 
after a sneezing session looked like a 
coalminer's), the time needed to clear 
up the mess, I am rather doubtful of the 
success of the operation. The ribbons 
are being given a week to dry out. 

I believe it is illegal to send leaking 
parcels through the post, so I shall have 
to content myself with a letter to Caspell 
Computer. 
Robert H M Harcombe, Hereford 

8000 Plus: Is the weather always this 
heavy in Hereford? Sorry lo heat- 
about your misadventures with Re-Ink. 
Mr Harcombe: I am sure that with 
a new pair of rubber gloves, 
your problems will be over. 
Lateral Developments remind us that a 
pump action spray can be tricky to 
gel used to. and that the best way of 
gelling a perfect technique together 
is lo give the can a few preliminary 
pumps, as it were, before applying the 
ink to the ribbon. They also assure us 
that of the thousands of cans of Re-Ink 
despatched, a mere handful - and 
they've got small hands - have been 
officially designated as faulty. The 
company are also more than happy to 
supply replacements if a can is 
genuinely faulty. The rest is down lo 
practice! Thank you for your letter - it 
gave us all a quiet chuckle. 



Twin joys 

May I, on behalf of The British Red 
Cross Society and myself, thank 
you for the advertising you have so 
freely given to our twin column 
printing program. You may be 
pleased to learn that it has already 
raised over £100 for the Society, 
and discs are still coming in. Thank you 
very much indeed. 
Gerald Lewis, Penryn 

8000 Plus: Only loo pleased lo oblige. 
Mr Lewis: if anyone wants more details, 
send an SAE to 3. Poltair Drive, 
Penrvn TRIO 8NY . 



EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO 
KNOW ABOUT LOCOSCRIPT 

Plus a lot more vou didn't know you didnt know 



Produce perfect letters, reports, articles, mail shots and labels without 
spending hours and £'s trying to find out how to do so. 

YOUR FRIENDLY AMSTRAD : £.9.9*5 
Locoscripi 1 on the PCW 82% and PCW 8112 

LEARNING TO LOVE YOUR AMSTRAD . £.10.95 
Locoscript 2 on the PCW 9512 and PCW 8512/8256 

Both books are A5 format, spiral bound and fully indexed. They 
contain clear step-by-step guidance to all the word processing 
facilities and 1 2 session courses for beginners. POST FREE from: 

Daphne Macara. Pandor Publications (FP) 

6 Kelvinbrook. East Molesey. Surrey KT8 9RZ 

Write for further details or phone 08 1 -979 3060 

TUITION : HELPLINE Locoscript 1/2 : Locoscript PC 




A FAST , WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

_.„ SUPER EASY TO USE 

GET A DETAILED TIME & 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
ERY JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 

(or your FREE 
M^WlM^^M INFORMATION 
fe-J'JMA'XIiVQ 3T3-/JSSU3 




CALL NOW 



0387-88612 



PACK 



UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your Locoscript experience with 



tn slock 
Immediate 
dispatch 



LocoScript M 

LocoScript PC & Link £1 25.00 

LocoScript PC £1 10 LocoLink£30 Link S PC S/Ware £45 

Locomail£25 Locofile £25 LocoScript 2/Spell £30 

The NEW Printer Support Pack £29.95 (Free with Printer Purchases) 

ALL LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE USUALLY IN STOCK 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 10 for £20. 20 for £39. 30 for £55 

Supercalc 2 £35 Easy Labeller £28 MicroDesign 2 £38 

You can see how small the ad is, call to find your price lor your choice of PCW or PC Software. 

We can put together some great package deals consisting ot computer, printer and your 

preterred software. Ask for your Personal Quotation. 

MANNESMAN -TALLY PRINTERS OSICOM COMPUTERS 

VERY SPECIAL PRICE AMSTRAD PC MODEMS MC2400 £200. SM2400 £250 



Send, telephone or fax your order to: 
THE AVENUE GROUP, 
8 Fourth Avenue, 
Havant P09 2QX 



Incl VAT * FREE POST 

Tel & Fax: 0705 454017 




{% I SIGNWRITER 



for the AmstradPCW 

Create large quality lettering from your PCW. up to 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners. Nonces, Tickets, Posters, and 

Adverts in minutes. 

Signwritcr £29.95 , Extra l"onts at £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons - red. green, blue, purple, brown 

& orange £5.75 each. Black £4.60. 

3" PCW Discs £2.30 each. 10 discs for £21 

(All prices include VAT & Delivery) 

Wc lake ACOCtt A Visa Plea\e make cheque* pavaWc w WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44, ROAN STREET GREENWICH, LONDON. SE109JT 

Telephone 081 858 2699 Fax 081 853 4416 
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Aladdink 44 

Ansible Information 44 

Amor Ltd 51 

Aslrocalc 64 
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City Desk 54 
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Derek Rogers Professional SA/V-79 
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Home Based Business 52 

Home Keyboard 72 
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Logistick 84 
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Meridian Software 20 

Micro Nav Ltd 38 

MJC Supplies 45 

Moonstone 28 

Newstar SAW Ltd OBC 
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PCW Software Library 66 

PCW World 33 

Philosofl 79 

Pinboard Computers 50 
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Q6 Components 79 

RDI 66 

Redesign 52 

RSC 74,57 

S. C. Coleman 50 

SCA 9,42 

Silicon City 64,65 

SidewiseLtd 79 

Software Imperative 37 

Suredata 64 

The Avenue Group 89 

Thurston Techniques 52 

WAVE....- 72 

West 01 Britain 18, 19 
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I think, 
therefore I am - 
a Brainstorm user 





Structure your thoughts 
with this fast and easy 
to use ideas processor. 
Perfect for planning 
the written and 
spoken word. 



To: Brainstorm Software, FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 8BR. 
Please rush me: ] My copy of Brainstorm + manual 

1 Further information 



£29.99 
inclusive 



Name: .... 
Address: . 



*.'!.*«• 







Telephone 

0895 

677845 

[(Our full address is 18 Courtlands Close. Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 8AX)J 
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mpetition 

Store the correct information in the correct place on 
our crossword grid, and you could win a database 
of your very own! 
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Winning LocoFile could be the perfect way 
to bring order to your administrative chaos 

If your filing system consists of a 
shabby collection of dog-eared 
envelopes, and your address book is a 
battered arrangement of loosened pages 
clutching on to life by a broken staple, 
then you are not alone. Administration 
is the bane of many peoples' lives, and 
as such, is usually relegated to last 
position on the list of 'things to do'. 

However, as the owner of a PCW. 
you are haJf way on the road to reform. 
And wilh the addition of a database 
such as LocoFile to your software 
collection, you can prepare to say 
goodbye to the fleet of shoeboxes which 
govern your personal administration. 



LocoFile comes from the same 'family' 
as LocoScript. and is controlled by the 
same, easy to use pull down menus as 
its word processor cousin. 

Of course, it's not just names and 
addresses which LocoFile can store for 
you. All sorts of information can be kepi 
close to hand - details of record 
collections, club membership lists, 
customer records for your small 
business - the list is endless. 

Locomotive Software have very 
kindly donated three copies of LocoFile 
for the prizes in this month's Back Page 
competition. But their generosity does 
not stop there. PCW 8000 series owners, 
if they are picked out of the hat. will 
also receive a free copy of LocoScript 2. 
from which LocoFile runs. And that's 
not all; if you tum to page 24 of this 
issue of 8000 Plus, you will see the first 
in a brand new tutorial series on 
LocoFile. So. not only will this month's 
competition winners gain access to an 
excellent database, they will also have 
expert 8000 Plus tuition to help them 
get the very best out of the program. 
What could be better? 

All you have to do is to send your 
solution to our crossword (together with 
your machine type), on a postcard, to: 
Crossword Competition. 8000 Plus, 30 
Monmouth Street. Bath BA1 2BW. 
Entries to arrive no later than 28th 
March 1991. Good luck! 





cross 
The company that makes all this possible (7) 
Survivors' word processor? (7) 
Around, approx, a boxing match? (5) 
8 Sweet crop that should be given to unhelpful dealers? (5,4) 

11 Kept away from each other (9) 

12 Part of a mended computer. Makes things better (5) 

1 3 Take note. Part of the Editor (4) 



hard copy (5) 
Initially ask for price on application (1,1,1) 
Advanced memory systems, In short form (1,1,1) 
Come Inside and put some Information Into the computer (5) 
Central part of Apple? 
Railway engines, part ol LocoScript file (5) 
Thrown one causes damage In works (7) 
Silent, like the 9512 printer isn'l (9) 
This bloke Is In printer jam escape bid (5) 
Align, get ready, prepare for use (3,2) 
Wish many happy ones to your printer on Its birthday? (7) 



Whose company Is this? It's ... (5) 

Arresting printing device, DTP package (4,5) 

Singular one of 29 (6) 

Where publishing packages are to be found? (?) 

4th page, alphabetically, called for (5) 

Avoid, as income tax payments (5) 

Actor does It again? (set car) (6) 
10 Closing stages ol chess contest in 'send game' request (7) 
13 Large print Items In newspaper? (9) 

15 Intrusions. Invasions, part ol new thin roads computer car (7) 

16 Coded instructions (7) 

17 Printer stopped? perhaps waiting tor one of these? (3,5) 
21 Type of printer (6) 

23 Integrated circuits with everything (5) 

24 Insomniac's counting system? (5) 
Birds and FOR NEXT loops can live In these (5) 
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NEXT MONTH! 

Flipper 3 

Next month, 8000 Plus brings you an 
exclusive showing of Flipper 3, the 
brand new upgrade of Software 
Imperative's top selling PCW utility. 
Flipper 3 allows you to switch 
between up to eight - yes, eight - 
environments at the touch of a few 
keys. What's more, the program will 
now be completely self-booting, and 
entirely menu-driven - two important 
ingredients for extra speed and ease 
of operation. Don't miss it! 



Script Writing • 
PCW way 



the 



Many's the time, we're sure, that 
you've drifted away from The 
Archers and into your own reverie 
with a fantastic idea for a screen or 
radio play. But how do you go about 
producing the script? Who do you 
send it to? What format should it 
lake? The April issue of 8000 Plus 
reveals all - plus, how you can 
summon LocoScript to your 
assistance to show off your creative 
talents to their very best advantage. 

Canon BJ-10e 

The PCW's native printers are 
adequate for most tasks, but when it 
comes to keeping the noise levels 
down, they leave a lot to be desired. 
Next month, we will be taking a look 
at the Canon BJ-lOe, the quiet, 
smooth-running bubblejet printer. 
Not only is the BJ- 10c silent, it is 
also fully portable! But how do you 
get it to work with LocoScript? 
What about compatibility wilh other 
programs? No stone is left unturned 
in April's in-depth review. 

Daisy Pains 

When your output goes decidedly 
smudgy (or disappears altogether), 
and you've only recently replaced 
your ribbon, then it could be the 
95 1 2 primhead which is at fault - 
and time to call the repairers. But 
wail! Help is at hand in next month's 
issue, with a fully illustrated guide to 
carrying out minor repairs to your 
printhead. It's not as difficult as it 
sounds, and it could save you hard 
cash at the repairers. So, stand by for 
April's easy to follow guide. 

The April issue of 

8000 PLUS 

will be on sale 

from 28th March 

Order your copy 

now! 



visit our Poole shop . . . 

1 New Orchard 
High Street 
POOLE 
Dorset 

BH15 1LY 
Shop: (0202) 669668 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 





cost effective computing starts here. . . . 






BEST QUALITY white, wood free - LOW DUST specification 

11x9.5" 60gsm FANFOLD LISTING 

11x9.5" 70gsm MICRO-PERFORATED 

11x9.5" 85gsm LETTER QUALITY 

A4 size 70gsm MICROPERFORATED 

A4 size 85gsm LETTER QUALITY 

11x9.5" NCR 2-PART PLAIN 

11x9.5" NCR 3 -PART PLAIN 
...and of course there's our own UNIQUE A5 continuous paper 

AS size BOgsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £11.95 



2000 


£13.95 


2000 


£15.95 


1000 


£10.95 


2000 


£19.95 


1000 


£11.95 


1000 


£21.95 


700 


£24.95 



LABELS 




TOP QUALITY FANFOLD LABELS FROM «#, AVERY 
ADDRESS SIZE: 3.5 x IS" available 1 or 2 across 

2.75 x 1.00" £2.75 4.00 x 1.00" £3.40 
2.75 x 1.50" £3.70 4.00 x 1.50" £4.50 
3.50 x 1.00" £3.15 4.00 x 2.00" £6.50 

ocnYmn" earn 5.00 x 1.00" £3.95 

3.50X1.50 £3.75 5.00x1.50" £5.95 
3.50 x 2.00" £6.30 50 x 2.00" £7.50 
- ALL PRICES ARE Der 1000 - 



CARRIAGES - Paper and Labels are subject 
to an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 




Fanfold paper for your organiser! 

Use with LocoScript etc or specialist programs! 

6.5-in deep (39 lines) by 3.75-in wide ♦ edge strips 
80gsm white paper with mtcroperfededges. 

250-paclc £g.4S, SOO-pack £14.45 l'*" 



DISKS 



THE VERY BEST maXBll CF2 3" HIGH GRADE DISKS 

suits all 3" drives, single or double density 

5 for just £||.50 10 for just £21.<?5 

20 for just £4-3.40 plus FREE™.. 

L0CKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20*) WORTH £9.95 
1*0^-2 Disk labels: £2 per 50 when ordered with other goods. 



DUST COVER SETS: -protect your computer from lifes 
little mishaps - Coffee/ Children/Pets/Dust. Machine washable 

9512 * 8256 * 8512 £4.45 
PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS - All styles £5.95 ea. 
THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
from fanfold paper. VERY USEFUL our price £9.95 



RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



8256 

8256 

*8256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGLIFE 
Fabric colours 
Multistrike films 



2741FN 
2711LL 
2741 Col 
2741 MS 



£3.95 
£4.95 
£4.95 
£3.95 



Band B 
Band C 
Band C 
Band B 



8256 ribbons also suit the 8512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std 2746FN £3.95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL £4.95 Band C 

*9512 Fabric colours 2746Col £4.95 Band C 

9512 Multistrike films 2746MS £3.95 Band B 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Re-inK. to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon. 

LIFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
Fabric std 400K chrs 
* Fabric LONGLIFE 750K chrs 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/Brown/Red/Green 
Buying more than one ? 2 - ott 5 - otf 

PnceBandB £7.45 £16.45 
Price Band C £ff.4S £14.45 



S order line: 0202 - 666155 

Moll Ofdf Division: Unit 2A, Sfrrte Ind Est, Sttrte Bd. took Pond BH15 2AF 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 



a future-friendly 
product from 
OFFKZE-21 



jtllL 
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Still throwing your old ribbons away? 

introducing 




Simple, easy re-inking at home! 

One can will Re-inK up to 30 PCW 
ribbons or top-up 100+11 



on 
£12 



»nly 

Inc vat 



J Completely ozone-friendly 

J Contains NO propellents or harmful solvents 

J Recyclable aluminium can 

J Superb quality dense black ink 
All fabric ribbons have press-on tops . . . Just lift off the top, 
spray on a teaspoon ful or two of ink and leave to dry. 
For CLEAN, CLEAR, BLACK PRINT . . . again and again and again . . . 



SOFT SPOT 



PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE 




• • • this month's 


special offer • * * 






PCW DRAW a full function drafting program RRP . . £39.95 our price. . 


£24.45 




Arnor Maxam Assembler 


£39.95 


Loco Keyboards Disc 


£12.95 




Arnor C Compiler CP/M 


£39.95 


Loco 9512 Printwheels Disc 


£13.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 8000 


£29.95 


MAP Stock Control 


£49.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 9000 


£29.95 


Masterfile PCW 8000 


£35.95 




Cornix Simple Accounts 


£79.95 


Micro Design II 


£49.95 




Cracker II Turbo Spreads't 


£36.95 


Micro Design ll/AMX Mouse 


£89.95 




dBase II 


£49.95 


Mini Office Professional 


£29.95 




The Knife Plus 


£18.95 


Money Manager PCW 


£39.95 




LocoFile/Mail Combo 8000 


£47.95 


Pocket Protext 


£28.95 




LocoFont 1 & 2 Combo 


£27.95 


Protext 


£44.95 




LocoFont 24 Combo 


£27.95 


D. Rogers Total Accounting 


£79.95 




LocoScript/Spell Combo 


£37.95 


Sage Payroll 


£54.95 




LocoFile PCW 8 or 9 


£32.95 


Sage Popular Accounts 


£74.95 




LocoFile/Scnpt Combo 


£42.95 


Sage Popular Accounts Plus 


£109.95 




LocoMail 2 


£27.95 


Stockmarket 


£29.95 




LocoScript 2 


£27.95 


Stop Press 


£39.95 




LocoSpell 2 PCW 8000 


£22.95 


Stop Press/Mouse Combo 


£79.95 




Loco 9 -Pin Printer Driver 
loco 24- Pin Printer Driver 


£17.95 
£22.95 


(Super Cak II **SP£OAU* 


* £29.95") 
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ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

some day despatch + 1st dass delivery 

ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Paper & Labels 

• HOW TO ORDER • 



f order by FREEPOST order at the SHOP 

CASPELL COMPUTER See top left for address 

mEEPOST order by PHONE order b y FAX 

K, BH15 2BR S 0202 " 666155 « 020 | - 668208 
Bfl 4 - LINES * 24 hrs L - 

PAYMENT "" 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER 



VISA and ACCESS POSTAL ORDERS 



DELIVERY PAPER 

UK MAINLAND (except Personal Organiser) LABELS 

(any quantity) (any quantity) 

3/5 DAY SERVICE £5.00 £2.50 

NEXT DAY SERVICE: £10.00 £10.00 
(orders placed by 3:00pm) 

OVERSEAS: (optional insurance) PERSONAL CALLERS 

Surface shipping at cost Free of Charge (of coursel) 



EVERYTHING 
ELSE 

(any quantity) 
£FREE 
£10.00 




COPIES OF OUR TERMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 



CrcKk U ? 



The spreadsheet for the PCW which 
won't drive you nuts! 



Cracker 2 

£49.00 inc. VAT 




Cracker 2 turbo is the powerful, user friendly graphics spreadsheet 
specially written for the PCW 8256, 851 2 and 951 2. Fast and easy 
to use, with a wide variety of graph styles, why settle for a text-only 
spreadsheet when the best costs less? 

Cracker2 is capableof checking entries for error as data is keyed into 
a work sheet. Arithmetic, logic and syntax are all checked before 
being accepted. 

Once a worksheet has been created Cracker 2 can translate these 
figures into graphs, in high resolution, either on the screen or to an 
Epson compatible printer. Bar graphs, pie charts, line graphs, 
logarithmic, scatter and hi lo graphs can all be produced. 

Built-in functions are available for doing statistical analysis, 
complex logic and higher mathematics. Special functions for 
cashflow calculations and tax assessments are also provided. 

• Cracker 2 Turbo supports 55 columns by 255 rows 

• Makes full use of the PCW 32 line screen 

• Extensive graphing capabilities 

• On-line help and error checking 



|\|5\K| NewStar Software Limited, 

5IAR The Wl(l ""' (l 0,d Rector y- London Road, 

^- \-p Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE 

f**\ Tel: (0245)) 26501 7 Fax:(0245)263969 



